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HEN Anna was firft introduced at 
Dennis Place, Lady Edwin received her 
as a pretty country girl, who, merely 
from a dearth of more eligible compat^;^ 
nions, had been favoured with the notics " 
of Mrs. Herbert ; and her daughter Mifs . 
Edwin noc being ufed to exaggerate tho 
charms or merits of her female acquain-- 
tance, had mentioned her in this light to 
her mama; adding, ihe was very good 
Vol. II. B natured. 
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natured, and fo great a favourite with' 
Pattjr, it would be cruel to feparate them. 
A hint was always Sufficient to induce 
laiy Edwin to adopt any mode confiftem 
wiih hej own ideas of propriety, that 
would contribute to the happinefs of 
another, particularly when that other was 
the niece and great favourite of her huf- ' 
band ; Ihe therefore confented to the invita- 
tion ; but however obfcure Anna was in 
other rcfpefts, when flic became a gueft 
at Debnis Place, the owners confidered 
lier as entitled to every kind of refped 
and polttenefs; that was continually fliewn 
her; but I^ady Cecilia being interefted in 
her neither by curiofity, benevolence or 
pride, fome -days had elapfed before jl^e 
was familiar even with the features of 
her face. 

That iiftelligent index to a perfeft foul 
was not formed long to be overlooked, 
the fwectnefs and delicacy of her aaimatcd 
countenance at laft called forth the ad- 
miration of Lady Cecilia, and rendered 
the thoufand graces of her perfon and 
conver- 
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. convcrfation' the more pleafing from haT- 
ing been fo long unobfcrvcd. Her beau- 
tiful figure no^ itruck her as embelliibcd 
with uncommon mental perfections % and 
flie was afionilhed to find, tho' young and 
wholly ignorant of tlje .world, her edu- 
cation and acco nplifhmencs, added to a 
fine underfianding and elegant manners, 
were equal to any thing ,ihe had ever 
met in the firft circles; they were indeed 
fuch as claimed, and were honoured with 
every' fiartecing mark of diftin^ion, and 
in a Ihort time flic became the favourite 
companion of Lady Edwin* 

Anna, ever obliging and grateful, flu- 
died the wiflies of a lady who had not won 
Icfs on her refpcft and affeiaion, and find- 
ing, as the fliff Trevanion hauteur wore 
off, the mady great and good qualities 
that adorned the elevated rank of Lady 
Edwin, delighted in her focifity. She 

. was laughed at by Mifs Edwin for this 
ftupid conduft; but that young lady had 

- a great deal more of her love than efteem, 

and ihe ventured to think herfelf right, 

B z wb'sJi 
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when perhaps Mifs Edwin conceived her 
wrong, and Ihe was not to be laughed 
out of a conduift that" produced pleafure 
and improvement. 

In one of the airings Lady Edwin ho- 
noured Anna with, by giving her a feat 
.in her cabriole, her noble conduftreft. • 
pointed out to her the beauty of the 
flirubs and flowers that grew in fuch 
profuiion oa the wild mountain tops; 
adding, ftie would give the world to have 
the coat and train of a birth-day fuit 
worked from them. 

Embroidering was the forte of our he- 
roine : Mrs. Manfei was herfclf one of the 
fineft work-women in England, and being 
extremely fond of it, had rendered her 
pupil nearly as clever as herfelf. Eager 
-to cultivate the farther good will of the 
'ladj, Anna inftantly offered to finifli one, 
by the Queen*s birrh-day, when Mifs 
Edwin was to be prefented. 

Lady Edwin fmiled at her eagerncfs 
to undertake a tafk which flie did not be- 
lieve coiild be accomplilhed, till flie be- 
held 
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held the pencil of her young companiuD 
tracing from life, in a very maftcrly man- 
ner, the ihrubs ihe admired. 

A piece of-rich white falin was direft- 
ly wrote for, and from a temple, on the 
top of an adjacent hill, which fervcd as a 
point of view from the place, the pattern 
was drawn and coloured wi[h fuch tafte, 
that the fair artift began to be fpoke of 
as a prodigy at Dennis Place, while flie 
was toafted by all the male vifitors round 
the country, as the lovelieft creature in 
it. 

A month, the 'period allowed for this 
vifit, had palTed rapidly ; another was 
pisffingly afked} but the fame letter that 
brought coofcnt, gave Anna the fincereft 
grief, Mrs. Manfel was feized with a 
fudden giddinefs in her head, which occa- 
fioned her falling down a ftone flight of 
Aeps, and her indifpofition increafingwith 
the lamcnefs flie got by the fall, (he had 
left LlandoreCaftle. 

Dennis Place, its grandeur, its ele- 
gance, its beauty, the flattering di(Un£Uon 
B3 O^ 
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of Lady Edwin, the good humoured free- 
dom of Sir William, nor thefocietyof her 

, young friends, had now the leaft attradion 
for Anna; it was in vain they attempted 
to detain her; Mrs; Manfei, her dear 
maternal friend, her more than mother, 
was ill, and Lady Edwin was' prevailed 
onto fend her home, with great rcluftance, 
although her efteem was increafod by 
the motive by which iKe was at^uated. 

She found Mrs. Manfet much worfe" 
than from Mrs. Herbert's reprefentation 
flie expefted, and ■the good, the worthy 
reftor, almoll broken hearted ; but her prc- 
fence diffufed joy in the bofoms of both 
her friends; Mrs. Manfel wept at (o lively ' 
an infiance of her afieiftion, and faid {he 
fhould want no other dodor; and her'huf* 
band, whofe happinefs all centered in -his 
wife, was in tranfports at the happy effeft 
the fight of Anna had on her. Slow ^nd 
uncertain was that good woman's reco- 
very, her leg, fwelled and inflaijied, con- 

^fined her at home; and her other com- 
plaints 
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plaints feldom permitted her to fee aoy 
ot the friendly neighbours. 

This little abfence, tho' it had opened 
a new world to Anna, by introducing 
iier to fccnes of fplendour as fupcrior to 
any thing fhe had feeo at Mclmoth 
Lodge, as Melmoth Lodge was to the 
Parfonage, had the eSA only of endear- 
ing to her thofc- friends it had parted 
her from, and that peace flie had left. 

She was now arrived at an age, whca 
the advantageof Mr. Melmoth's goodnefs 
to her became confpicuous in the fenfe and 
judgement, far beyond her years, which 
was exhibited in all her anions ; the lelTons 
jhe had received from him were thofe of 
purity and honour} fhe was early tai^ht to 
hold vice, whatever fliape it might aflume,' 
in the moft perfcft abhorence. Thofe pre- 
cepts were induftrioufly inculcated by her 
governefs, and enforced by the natural 
goodnefs of her own heart. An entire 
- llranger to deceit, ihe fufpefted not that in 
others, which ihe had no idea ofpra£U-'- 
£ng heifelf; Ihe had a great ihate of pride, 
B4 nrfiici ' 
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which often rendered the fenfe of her de- 
pendant firuation on the charity of ftran- 
gTSj'very grievious to her; and that pride' 
firft pointed out the rieceffity of employing 
thofe talents to advantage Qod had bleflcd 
her with; flie knew ,the magnificence of 
Lady Edwin's fpirit, and flattered herfelf, 
if the work pleafed, which Ihe had brought 
home with her, it would prevent her being 
entirely a burden on the gencrofity of her 
friends, whofe income, now in an expe'n-" 
J^veillnefs, flie feared niuft be little enoiiglj 
for themfclves; gladly then Ihe began a 
tafk on which fo much depended, and as 
ihe chiefly fat by the bed or eafy chair of- 
her deafgovernefs, .flie had the conftanE 
benefit of her ddvicc and inftru(ftion ih' 
drranging the foil and Ihadlrig tiie flowers. 
' As foon as one breadth was ^iiiflied, it 
was fent to Dennis I'lace; Lady Edwin 
wasin raptutes, and returned it with a 
purfe of twenty pounds, which file begged - 
Anna would accept to purchale for hcr- 
felf, if that was poffible, what wpuld be 
as pleafing to her as her work was to Lady 

Kdwin. KHuHj- 

Wuh 
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With equal joy and pride did Anna <:ar- 
ry this purfe to her invaluable, friends; it 
would enable her, ftie told them, to look 
at them without cdnfulion, if Ihe might 
but hope Ihe fhould ever be able to {hevr 
- them the gratitude of her heart, indepen- 
dent of her obligations; will, faid the 
grateful girl, (throwing herfelf on her 
' knees at their feet, the purfe in her offering 
hands) will it be ever my happy lot to 
adminifter to your comforts; wants, I iruft 
you will have none, but is it not pofTible 
your Anna may yet live to blefs her dear 
governefs. 

If the reader has ever feafted on the fen- 
fibility of generous minds, he will perhaps 
have fome idea of the returns made bv our 
Welfli parfon and his *^ifc,'to the grateful 
overflowings of an uncorrupted heart ; if he 
has not, defcription will do nothing for 
him; Mrs. Manfel flcpt not till fhehadfent 
for linen, a new riding habit, and other ar- ' 
tides of rural finery, for our heroine (ibaf'' 
any body may underftand) to the 'full 
amount of the twenty pounds. 

B5 _ CHAP.' 
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I^ovt in a ViUage. 
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JUT anxious a* Anna was to com- 
' plete her taik, and (ame as Mrs. Manfel 
ftiH continued, they were not entirely ex- 
cluded from fociety; Mrs. Heiberx vifited 
them conftai-,tly, and fomrtimcs ordered 
her cook to the parCbnage with game, or 
any other little delicacy (he hoped the in- 
valid might like, and dined with them to 
tempt her to eat. In one of thofe vifita- 
tions, as fhe called them, a young man 
aCcomptnied her, who had often met 
with Mr. and Mrs. Manfel at Llandore, 
tut having been in England fome time 
tjn bufinels/ never happened to have feen 
Anna. 

Mr. Wilkinfon had been 'employed in 
the Irouwoiks, I have before mentioned. 
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as partly the property of Mr. Herbert^ 
who procgred him from London for the 
purpofe of over-looking and dire^ng the 
works, and had fo recommended himfelf 
to the company by his knowledge, inge- 
nuity ahd induftry, that he was admitted 
a partner, and allowed his fliare of the 
profits, inltead of a falary, on condition of 
his living on the fpot, and taking on him 
the attentive part of the bufinefs. 

Mrs. Herbert was very partial to WJl-' 
kinfonj ibe was ftill more fo to Anna; his 

' profpefli were great, her's were but in- 
different; but the nmiable qualities of her 
n\ind, an^ the charms of her perfon, were, 
file thought, equivalent, tmd had made in 
her own ideas a match between this de- 
ferving par. Without telling him any 
thing of her intention, he was invited to 
go to the parfohage to fee a curious piece 

- of work,* but the lovely artift was not 
named. What flie forefaw, canie to pafs,. 
as far as related to Wilkinfon: he fell 
defperately in love : but if he was chatm- 
cd with Anna's perfon, what b'eeamt^ 
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of htm when, drawn out by. Mrs. Herbei t, 
te heard her deliver, wiih equal wu'- 
dom and propriety, the fentiraents of rea- 
fon and reifticude, graced with the mofl 
enchanting vivacity, ihe was called upon 
to play and fing. Mrs. H.;rbert was one. 
ofthcmoft Valuable of wonnen; ihe was 
not only extremely amiable in her man- 
ners, but of a fincerc and friendly difpo- 
firion; -it was not therefore poffible to rc- 
fufe her requeft ; and the wiih to entertain 
in a manner mofl: pleating to herfelf,fo 
kind a viiitor, rendered Anna's perfor- 
mance worthy the friends whofe partial 
commendations were always.the height of 
her ambition. 

Mr. Wiikinfon, whofe education had 
beer far inferior to the ftrong natural parts 
he was bleffed with, felt his paiEon fqj: 
Anna, which increafed every motnent, 
blended with a fear, fo lovely, fo accom- 
plilhcd a creature was not for him, while 
the objedt of his admiration fat wholly 
uncQBfcious of Mrs. Herbert's defign ot. 
the power of her own charms, neither 
fufpcfliog 
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TufpeAing the one or interefted in thc- 
effeft of the other. 

When Mrs. Herbert and Mr. Wilkin- 
fon left the village, that lady foon drew 
out of him, who was really enamoured, 
the ftate of his mind, and in return infor- 
med him of all flie knew concerning Anna, 
viz. thatlbe was an orphan relation of the 
Manfels; that her perfon and accomplifh- 
ments were the whole of her fortune; and 
that it would be, ihe fuppofed, a defirable 
thing with her friends, to marry her to an 
honeil mail of good views; adding, flic 
thought he was that man, and as far as 
(he, who was partial to both, could 
jydge, there was a very fai/ proipeft of 
happinefs in their union. 

1 he rcfult of this co^iverfation was 
Wilkinfon's frequent vifits to the parib-. 
nage, and foon a declaration of his fen- 
timents to the reftor, who' declined, ac- 
cording to a very foolilh cuftom of his, 
returning any anfwer till he had conful- 
ted his wife; and Mrs. Manfel, on her 
part, chofe to make Aani acquainted 
with 



with her conqueft, and to receive her fen- 
limeots thereon, before (he delivered her 
own. 

The furprize and confufion of our he- 
roine it this addreis was purely the eSe£t 
of innate modeiiy; untinftjred by th-e 
leall atom of inclination for WiLkinfon, 
or any other perfon, (he had not confi- , 
dered herfclf as the objed of his attention, 
jior had obferved him with one jot more 
curlolity than (he would have (ione his 
grandfather-, and fo far from a partiality 
towards him, or indeed, any of the fer, 
the idea of being particularly noticed, 
gave her dlfguft rather than pleafure; and 
flic told her friends cooly, fhe was tpo hap- 
py in their proteftion to wifli it changed. 

A negative fo truly feminine, to a pro- 
pOfaLof fuch advantage, pleafed Mr. Man- 
fel; he congtatulated her on a conqueft, 
whofe chara^er as well as cii cum {lances, 
iiere without doubt unobjeftionablc; and 
faid, he hoped he Ihoutd hare the happi- 
ncfs of giving his dear child to a worthy 
, young 
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young man who would be fenfible of fo 
great a bleffing. 

This kind of language aftoniflied Anna'; 
fhe had no idea, fo iimple and {o frank 
were her principles, that what flic really 
meant as a polittve rejeftioD, could be 
turned to its rcverfc ; apparently alarmed 
and hurt at Mr. Manlel's mifconflruftion, 
ihe begged not to be urged on the fub- 
}e&; indeed file was fure is was impofr 
lible file could ever feel fuch f^ntimenis 
for Mr. Wilkinfon, flie knew Mrs. Manfel 
felt for bim, and burfting into tears, ex* 
prelTed her fears, that they were weary of 
her; — tenderly embracing her, they bid 
her not afflict herlelf; if, faid Mrs. Man- 
fel, he was an emperor, I would not urge 
my Anna to any aft, not fanftified with 
her own full choice. 

Her youth and inexperience were, to 
•thofe worthy people, a fu£cient reafon 
for the averfenefs of Anna to the propo-' 
fal of the young man; but as they were 
fure her affe(Aions were not engagcd^hey 
made him happy, by the hope^ timemight 
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crown his wiihcs with {iiccefs ; as they- 
knew her heart free fnm any other im- 
preflions, they advifcd him to pay court 
'to her eileenij fonie time before he prelTed 
for her hand, and gave him a genCTjl invi- 
tation to the houfe, for that purpofe; he 
was treated with^ every mark of refpeft 
and friendfliip by the reftor and his lady, 
whole health becoming every day more 
precarious, rendered this little addition 
to their focicty agreeable and "entertain- 
ing, more efpecially as Mifs Herbert re- 
turned ho more that fummer to Llaii- 
dore, but was joined by her mother at 
Dennis Place. 

As the long evenings approached, Mr. 
Wdkinfon took his abode at Llandore 
Caftle, the works where he had a houfe, 
being at too great a diftancc to go to, after 
fpending his evenings, as he conftantly 
did, at the parfonage. 

He read to Anna whilft fiie fat at her 

frame, played a focia] pool with th^m at 

home, and when they mixed, which 

could be but fcldomj-in the diverfions, the 

guiklela 
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guilelefs inhabitants of the place con- 
trived not to kill, but enjoy time with; 
he was always of the party; if they dan- 
ced, he was her pgrtner; if flie rode out, 
he was her efcort; and when ftie walked, 
her companion i -but thofe interviews and 
■ conftant opportunities, whilft it tiveted 
her conqueft over Wilktnfon, did nothing 
for him; on the pontrary, the more they 
were together, the lefs Ihe found herfelf 
inclined to favor his fuit. 

Mr. Wilkinfon was certainly a hand- 
fome, agreeable man, had foniithing pe- 
culiarly fweet in his voice and addrefs, 
very genteel in his perfon, far above 
mediocrity in undcrftanding, and at thac 
time about eight or nine and twenty, he 
Was therefore ver/ unexceptionable in 
both points of perfonal and mental ac- 
compliflinfents, and his circumftances 
now very gcodj were, by. his great induftry 
and care, every day enlarging; but to a 
heart like Anna*s, whofe knowledge of 
mankind was merely theory aftd book 
wifdom, and whofe ideas, were rather 
from 
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from what they ihould be, than what 
they arc, fomething more was wanting, 
her own fentiments were the pure effufi- 
ons of innocence and virtue; Wilkinfon's 
might be no lefs fo, but he had not that 
Knder, delicate manner of expreSing 
them, that appeared neceflary to her 
happtnefsi and when, after a thoufand 
fruitlefs attempts to fpeak, wherein a true 
lover, whofc paffion is unaffur^d of fuc-. 
ceff, always appears to difadvantage, he 
difclofed in faiiltering accents the ftrong 
and refpcdtful affection he boie her, he 
had the tnorcification of hearing fiotn 
lips unaccuftomed to deviare from truth, 
and unacquainted with thofe artifices de- 
ceit in one fex renders neceflary in the 
other, a firm and cool refufal of his offers^ 
his grief is not to be expreffed. 

With a full heart and dejefted counte- 
nance he repaired to Mr. Maofcl's ftudy, 
whole difappointment, the effe&. of his 
affedion for Anna, at this fteady perfeve- 
rancc in her firft declaration, was almoft 
as great as the lorer's; Mrs. Manfel, 
however. 
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however, declined herfelf, and requefted 
the fame forbearance from the re£tor> 
interfering in a matter on which the 
happinefs of her 'dear young friend fo 
materially depended, and it was, in vain 
the enamoured Wilkinfon intreated her 
intereft; atl he could obtain was, to con- 
tinue his prefent footing in the family, an 
advantage he made the moft of, being 
feidom abfent, and taking care to favour 
the repert of his being actually engaged 
toMifs Manfely which, indeed, from their 
being always feen together, wa* uiu.ver« 
fally believed* 
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CHAP. XXV. 



A New Ac^uaintanct, 



0^ 



'N the laft day of the year Lady 
Edwin's fatin was taken out of the frame, 
and fcnt to London ; the encomiums 
beftowed, by the heft judges, on the 
work of Aiina, was not more flattering to 
her pride, than the prcfent that accompa- 
nied them, was to the grateful feelings 
of her heart. Mrs. Manfel accepted 
the office of banker to her, and a new 
piece of work was dirc&ly fet about for 
■ Mifs Edwin. 

Early in the fpring, Mrs. Herbert's " 
family returned to Wales; Anna, in htr 
eighteenth year, and Mifs Herbert in her 
twentieth, had now formed the eltabUfii- 
ment of a fiiendflitp no lefs lading than 
fihccre; the girlifli aniufemeats they had 
before 



ANNA. »i 

before adopted, were given up for moVe 
noble and ufcful purfuita. 

The foundation of fenfc and tafte, firft 
laid by Mr. Melmoth, and carefully im- 
proved by Mrs. Manfcl, were rapidly in- 
creafingto pcrfeAioti in the mind of Annaj 
and thofe two ladies, both of the beft dif- 
pofuions, were of mutual bencBt to each 
other. 

Mifs Herbert's education had " been 
liberal, tho' net expenlive; and at Bath, 
where they fpent fo confiderable a part of 
the year, gave her an acquaintance with the 
great world, of which our heroine wa-, 
perfcfily ignorant. 

On the other hand, Anna, in her unin- 
formed ilatc, poffcfled a fund of book- 
knowiedgej her fcntiments were alt the 
offspring of thofe imprefTions which her 
early advantages had engraved on her 
mind; with conftant reading, Oie had hap- 
pily blended great tafte and judgement; 
ihewas blefTed with a retentive memory ^ 
and the fort of things flie cliofe to entcriain 
her friend with, in return for her leflbns 
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on polite Jife, were oi a nature to be very 
well recqvcd by a ferifible young womahj 
in fine, they were quite fatisfied with cach^ 
other, and fo fond of being together, that 
Mrs. Herbert confcnted Patty ihould 
fpend one week at the parfonage, on 
condition Mrs. Manfcl would fpare Anna 
the other to Llandore. 

In this friendly intercourfr, without i 
Cngle 'anxious thought to interrupt the 
fereniiy of the pafling hour, except Mrs, 
Manfel'g health, which then wore a mor« 
flattering afpeft than it had lately done, 
was fpent May, June, and July. 

At this period, a young ftrangcr to 
-Anna made his appearance at Llandore; 
Mr. Charles Herbert-and onr heroine were 
perfedly acquainted with 'each other's 
charader, and were mutually prejudiced 
by the" defcriptions they had heard i but 
high as his expeftations were raifed, the 
young ftudent could not conceal his 
(urprize, when his fifter introduced him 
|D her friend ; to him Ihc indeed appeared, 
. More 

C5-...io,CoO'jIc 
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More than [dinting can exprefi. 

Or youihful poets fancy when they love. 

It was happy for him his mother had 
forc-armcd him wich the inicUigence (flic 
believed true) of her being engaged to 
Wilkinfon, and that his notions of honour 
were of the otd Cambrian ftamp, which for- 
bid invading the facred right ofatKither. 

Mr. Herbert was at this time in his twen- 
ty-fourth yearj _had a very fine figure, and 
pofleHed an open, honeft, manly counten- 
ance^ eyes, that when his own was afTc^ted, 
fpoke to to the heart ; fine teeth, and plead- 
ing addrefs. 

He was one of the braveft, yet moft com- 
paffionate of men ; at the itiftant that a fcnfe 
of injury roufed the lion in his foul, a tale 
of woe melted him to what is called woman- 
i(h weaknefs. 

His purfc was open to the claims of the 
needy; he was too generous to be rich, and 
too fincere to be reckoned a faint. 

Indeed, fomeiitile irregularities in the fe- 
male line rendered Mrs. Herbert uneafy, 
left he ifaould inherit bis father's indiicre- 
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tion; but every doubt of his coadufl vani- 
flied when Ihe faw him. 

He was the moft: dutiful and affectionate 
fon in the world; and his mother, in his 
opinion, the Brfl woman in it. 

He wjs palTionate, the fault perhaps of his 
blood, but forgiving. 

He was frank to a degree, fome people 

would fay ot imprudence ; but it was the 

franknefs of an honeft heart, which having 

■ in it nothing to hide, cared not who faw 

into its inmoft reccHirs. 

To fay the thing that was not, was, in his 
eftimation, the moQ concemptible of alt 
▼ices; and to affeft what he felt not, the 
molt dilHculc of all tafias. 

The profefllon which he was defigned 
for obliged him to apply himfelf much to 
ftudy, but nothing was farther from him 
than pedantry; he was doted on by his pa- 
rents i Mr. Herbert was proud and fond of - 
him, and Patty and him appeared to have but 
one heart between them. 

Such as he was, the firft interview con- 
vinced Anna there were men, and this was 
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one, much neirer to her ftandard of per- 
fection than Wilkinlbn, who was prelcnr, 
and did not, in her fccret comparifon, appear 
10 the advantage he certainly wiflied. 

What efcapes the eye of love ? the ad- 
miration ofHerberr, as he examined the 
faultlefs countenance of Mifs" Manfcl, the 
aitention with which he regarded her eeery 
afl, and the approbation vifible in his talc- 
telling eyes when Ihe fpokc, conveyed a 
thoufand fears into the bolbm of poor Wil- 
kinfonj jealoufy, for the firft time, found a 
place in his imagination j if, when the ob- 
jeft he adored faw only him, or received not 
theleaft attention from any male being but 
himfelf, (he prcfcrved hcrcoldnefs and decli- 
ned his love, what had he not now to fear, 
when an amiible and accomplilhed rival 
" might be ready to feize every "advantage 
her indifference to him could give ? 

One only means ftriick him, to avert the 

dreadful blow; he knew the honour, the 

probity of the principles of young Herbert; 

he was fure he could not be guilty 'of ir- 

Voi,. II ■ - C jtiriiig 
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juring him, if once he conceived .Anna his 
afBanced right; their engagement, he knew, 
would be fecurity fr(im any attempts to fu- 
-perfeded him in her affeiflions; and tliis ani- 
-fice,.the firft he had ever been guilty of, 
lie, put in pradlice the moment an oppor- 
tunity offered; gravely arid roundly aflert- 
in<T his engagement, which being innocent- 
ly corroborated by Mrs. Herbert, and be- 
lieved by every body in the neighbourhoodj 
admitted not a doubt with Charles Her- 
bert; he congratulated Wllkinfon on his 
happinefs, telling him his choice was the 
moft lovely creature he had ever feen ; 
and added, with his native franknefs, if 
Ihc had been free, he muft ha-vc been her 
flave. 

The neighbputing gentry, as thofe in 
that county are called, who live within 
twenty miies, pouring in to vifit young 
Herbert, occafloned a fhortceffation to the 
happy hours our two young; friends were 
ufed to dedicate to the moft refined friend- 
fliip i Anna, at her earneft requeft> was fuf- 
fcrcd to ftay at home till the buttle was 
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over-, and Mifs Herbert, when the com- 
pany confifted only of gentlemen, always 
joir.ed her atbfeakfafti fomctimes her bro- 
ther, whofe fraternal love would not fuffef 
his fiftcr to wallc fo far alone, accompa- 
nied her-, but as Anna felt a Jbmething 
like embaraffmerit in, his company, which 
preventing her inviting his day, he returned 
after the faUitations of the morning; foon 
however they, to the grief of Wilkinfoil, 
returned to their old mode ; he, when- 
ever he could break from his biifinefs, 
attending on Anna. 

Mr, Herbert was fond of mufic, he 
played on feveral initruments, fung with 
taftf, and his voice was pleafing and me- 
lodto'js ; Wilkinfun liked to hear Anna 
fing or play, but as to mufic, he could not 
tellajisrg from Handel's belt compofition; 
his fbciety, which had been agreeable, became 
icazingandtirefome; his attention was rude, 
it robbed herof the convcrlationof a fcnfitJe 
man, whole pleafore, when he entertained 
her, (hone in his fine eyes •, it /jus certainly 
ill bred inWilkinfon to take h^s offered' 
place, when he happened (which indeed 
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was often the cafe) to be fitting next 
her; and (he could not conceive the reafon . 
why, if they walked or rode our, he was at 
once fo eager to be near her, and yet refign 
his place the moment Wilkinfon. came ! 

But it pleafed, Ihe faw 5 Mr. and Mrs. 
Manfelj and Mrs. Herbert vifibly favoured 
his addrefsi therefore flie faid nothing to 
them ; and 10 him Ihe had no opportu- 
nity, as he never touched on his paffion 
when alone, altho* he provokingly adop- 
ted in public the entire appearance of a. ■ 
favoured lover ; thU, however, happened 
but twice a week; the intermediate fpace, 
no jealous lover to interrupt the morning 
. rambles or evening converiation, Ihc was 
the objeift to whom Mr. Herbert addrcf- 
fcd both his fpecch and attention. Un- 
confcious of any wifii, but what was au- 
thorizedby virtuejand honour, and won by 
his' modcft difplay of his own fuperior 
Icnowlcdge and learning, all rcfcrve wore 
off; flie fung and played his favourite fongs, 
walked with him, and liftened, delighted, 
when 
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when he read, as he undertook to do, 
Milton, which-was his favourite author, to 
his mother and the two young ladies. 

Thus happily pafled Auguft and Sep- 
tember J but a letter which then arrived, 
announcing the Intention of Mifs }^dwinto 
honour them with a vifit, interrupted thofe 
charming parties. 

Two months before Anna would have 
rejoiced to fee Cecilia ; now it would 
quite derange their amufements; befidcs, 
Mifs Edwin was in love with Mr. Herbert, 
and Mr. Herbert was in love with Mifs 
Edwin. Well, certainly love was no im- 
prover of converfation, as was proved in - 
-Mr. Wilkinfon, who never appeared but 
to interrupt it; and indeed fhe fo little 
liked fuch fociety, flic would flay athome; 
her work bad been ftrangely neglcdted; 
Mr. Herbert could not poffibly hqw go 
on v/ith Milton ; Mtfs Edwin would hardly^ 
attend to it, uotwithftanding how delight- 
fully he went through thofe beautiful 
paflagcs. 

^Cj Well, 

L-... ■..Coogic 



30 ANNA. 

Well, pofitively he Ihould not have his- 
happinefs interrupted by her, while Mifj 
Edwin was with him. 

Forming this plan, as fte was eroding 
the vale, out of a winding path which 
opened to the road, appeared Charles Her- 
bert; whether confcious Ihe was out of hu- 
mourby anticipation, from furprize,or from 
any other cauf'-, Ihe blufhed deep as fcarlet, 
and then inftantly turned as pale as death. 

Mr, Herbert, I have told my reader, 
was goo:1 natuired, and compaflion itfelf ; 
he flew ro her, and inquired, with undif- 
iemblcd anxiety, the reafon of her aglia- 
red looks; apologized for coming fo fud- 
denly upon her, which be acktiowledged 
hlmfcU' the more culpable, for, as the 
little copfc of wood, out of which he 
eame, hanging on- the fide of the hill, had 
given him a fight of her from the time flic 
■Jiad crolTed the river, and he had come 
out with a fooliftl intent to furprizc her; 
,but the fright he had put her in had been 
his fcvere punilhment -, he fhould not exift- ■ 
till 0ie pardoned him. 

Anna 
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Anna had, by this time, recoil cGed hcr- 
fclf, and apologized in her turn for alarm- 
ing himi but do you forgive me, Mifs 
Manfel, faid he, offering his fpreaded 
^ands; will you t>c friends? Aill holding 
his open hands to invite hers, which, after 
ibme hefitation, flic extended to him. 
The glow of fenfibility, added to the na- 
tural bloom of his compleiSIon ; he drop- 
ped with an involuntary emotion on one 
inec, as trembling he preffed it to his Up? ; 
'for ever hallowed be the facred touch of , 
fpotlefs purity, faid he, as Ihe, much agi- 
tated withdrew her hand; how bleffed, the 
man on whom thofe eyes are turned with . 
partial favour ! Oh ! Anna, ftill does the 
crimfon glow animate that charming face,' 
and (till you aredifturbed ; fear not me, mjr 
lovely friend ; be aflured you are fate from 
every thought of injury. I would be the 
champion of your honour, my life's blood 
ihould freely flow in your defence, but my 
foul refpefts the unioa of hearts ; not even 
for you would I tinge my honour with a 
C4 wiih 
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wiih to break the peace of confidential 
lovei why then this filence, this referve? 

,ah ! exclaimed he, I fee the reafon ! 

Out ofthepppofitepath from the wood, 
with hafty ftep and difturbed countenance, ' 
to the furprije of Anna, came Wilkinfon. 
A deeper glow if poiEble now took 
pofleffion ofher featuresywhilc he, with- 
out returning her.falute, fiercely paffed 
them ; not knowing why, her confufion 
increafed, flie turned to look after him, 
iand met the eyes of Herbert, bent on her 
with pcnfive, tho' obfervant looks. I fee, 
Mifs Manfcl, faid be, fighing, the impru- 

' dence I have been guilty of; happy, happy 
man i but I will fee him ri^t. With 
thofe words he darted after him, leaving 
Anna without power to detain him ; tho* 
flic wanted not inclination to reAify the 
error ftie faw him under i he foon return- 
ed arm in arm with Wilkinfon, begging 
forgivenefs for his behaviour. 

Anna bridling, faid, flic really was not 

offcndcdj Wilkinfon attempted to take 

her 
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ber hand; heavens, what an infultl 
what would Charles Herbert think ? Her 
eyes ftriicfc fire. 

I have before obfcrved flie was very- 
warm in hev refcntments, and her coun« 
«nancc fhewing the emotions of her 
mind,' Mr. Herbert very prudently walk- 
ed away, leaving the lover to plead his 
own caufe; the moment he was gone, 
the affjred look it bad coft Wilkinfon 
great pain to affume, dropped into dc- 
jeftion and defpair. 

Sadlj convinced, no hopes remained for 
him, but thofe founded upon the miftake 
of Mr. Herbert, he trembled at the idea of 
a difcovery; yet he wanted not penetra- 
tion to fee his conduit, far from conci- 
liating the afFcftion of Anna, provoked 
and difgufted her; but ftill he had hopes, 
and whilcthat remained, could not prevail 
on himfelf to change a condiift which ap- 
peared to be the only means of prefer- 
vingit; but now, when alone with hei*,- 
who well know the fallacy of the reports 
he 
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lie had circulated, or at leaft encouragcii 
the circulation of, what could he plead ia 
fupport of, what, plainly appeared to hcf- 
a piece of contemptible art ! 

. He felt at her feet, implored her com^ 
paiEon; the artifice love had fuggi;fVcd'. 
was the only one he knew, he had there- 
fore only to give vent to hJs fceli:igs tO be' 
■very eloquent j he depricited her anger^ 
tntreated her pardon^ and pleaded the 
irrififtible impulfe of the fondcft paffion;. 
, he w£pt and kneeled py mrns. 

The ,heaj:tof Anna, naturally foft and 
tremblingly aliveto fympathy and camp af- 
fion, was now unaccountably hardened ^ 
flie faw, for the firfl: time, a duplicity that 
hurt her the morCi as ic was plainly the 
effect of premeditated defiga-j and whei* 
ihe refleded that Mr. Herbert, (tho' his, 
opinion was nothing to her) was the dupe 
ti that defign, all the anger and rcfent- 
rhenc in her difpofition was levelled ac 
Wilkinfon; and Ih'Duld (he continue her 
walk to the cadle with him, would it not 
be confirming,, by her ownaa,a deceptioa 
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on her iriends. Quick as thought fhe 
turned from the poffibiliiy of again letting 
him triumph in his fuccels, and, without 
deigning to anrwer him, went back to the 
village, and furprized her friends, by 
her rc-appearance at the parfonage.' 
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CHAP. XXVI. 



A Ztnng of Re/eltttioKj. 

'Wilkinson followed her ftcps, tho» 

all this pleading could not obtain an an> 
fwer ; ihe alledged a pain in her head at 
the excufe for her fpcedy return, and im- 
mediately retired to her chamber, followed 
by Mr. Minfcl, who deGred Ihe would 
have fomc -whey j Oie thankfully declined 
laklng any thing, faying a tittle reft would 
certainly relieve her, and begged tc be left 
quite alone. 

Her reflections on the tranfaftions of 
the, morning were embittered by the dif- 
pofiiion of mind in which Charles Herbert 
had left her; Ihc again recalled to her me- 
mory every thing that had palled -, confufed 
as Ihe was herfelf, tHe trembling of hia 
hand as he held hers, yet dwelt on her 
mind; 
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mind; his voice ever pleafing, was then 
modulated into a tcndernefs that thrilled 
thro' her heartj with what feeling did he 
Mtprefs his'friendfliip,"amiableman! wl\y 
Ihould fnc deceive him? why .impole on 
Mrs. Herbert and ?u:ty ! for; great as their 
friendfhip, and unrcfcrved as their inti- 
macy had been, love had never been the 
fubjcft of their confidence. 

If Mifs Herbert had any attachment of 
that kind, fhe had not difclofed it to 
Anna; (hciiad heard (who in the neigh- 
bourhood had not?) the terms Wilkinfon 
was on with her friend, and flie obfcrvcd 
nothing in the behaviour of either, vio- 
lently to contradiift it ; but as Anna never 
entered on it herfelf, and as Patty rather 
avoided than fought her confidence, it 
was a fubjei^ that was never fpoke of be- 
tween them i the lover was evidently the 
moft fond and attentive of men, and Anna 
the molt eafy and indifferent of women; 
but knowing her circumftances, it was 
. natural to infer it was a match, on her 
fide of convenicncy, more efpecially as it 
wa* 
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was not till very lately, (nor yrt feeu 
by Mil's Herbert,) that Wilkinfon's civi- 
lirici were dilgufting, or that he was very 
rapidly incjrring the diflike (rf her he loved. 
" Whatever were the young lady's rca- 
fons, flic h^d been totally filcnt on the 
fubjeift ; but her filcnce appeared to Anna, 
now thut fhe rtvolvtd over every thing 
that had p^ff d whh refpcft to Wilkinfon, 
the cfL-ft of his artifi^s, arid flie refolved, 
no longer^ to lutFer her to rell under fuch 
miftaken notions. 

The deceiving lier friend, was now a 
niatterof infinite importance i ftiewouldbeg 
Mr$. Manlel to drcline the hateful vifics 
of Wilkinlon; ftie would infurm Mrs. 
Herbert of her rrpugnance to the match ; 
fhe would entreat her- dear Patty to affift ' 
her in reconciling all parties to her de- 
terminatioji, of hearing no niorc oi a 
paffion flic -never had, nor ever could 
approve. 

This' rcWutirn cured the head-achi 

iand was no fooner formed, than impatient 

to put it in pradicC} flie went down {hirs. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Manfel was in his ftudy ; theearneft ' 
and attentive pofture flte found him in, 
Jiftcning to Wilkinfon, who was in agi- 
tated and ferioiis difcourfe, together witli ' 
the tears" whith were rolling down the wan 
cheeks of Mrs. Manfel, uifconcerted and 
forpfized her •, they were no Icfs cnibar- 
rafled at her appearance, which put a 
fudden period to their convcrfjtion. 

But too much Ixnt upon freeing herfelf 
from addi<flts flic fv much dlQikcd, and 
determined on immediately throwing her- 
felf on the indulgence of Mrs. Manfel, 
her eonfulion for a moment only prevented, 
the commencement of her plan ; her head, 
full of what ir was her intention to fay to 
her friend, Qie begged her company round 
the garden ; and full hidced it muA have 
been, to fuffer her to make fuch a rc- 
qitcft, as months had clapfed fince that 
Lady had put her foot to the ground, as 
her lamencfs obliged her to have a bed 
below to which flie was lifted, not being 
able CO get t^ ftairs. 

Mrs; 
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Mrs. Manfcl looked her furprize, and 
without anfwering, pointed co licr lame 
leg then on a (tool. Anna Imtnediatf.ljr 
felt the folly of her inconfiderate conduft, 
and ftill more difconceried, begged her 
pardon, for having one moment out of her 
mind a calamity, Qie fo fincercly de- 
plored. To this apology, the tears of 
fenfibility and gratitude gave an unfpeak- 
able grace, and all was forgot. 
. Wilkinfon, to her great tflortification, 
flayed to dinner; ,a fervant foon after 
being fent by Mifs Hetbert, to a(k the 
rcafon of Anna's not coming as (he pro- 
mifed, was feturne4 with an excufc of 
her having been taken ill. 

In the afternoon* Mr. Manfcl g?n!- 
rally rodc-out, -for the purpofes of giving 
his beloved wife the air behind him: Mrs. 
Manfel, as Ihe had Anna at home, would 
have declined it; bat Jbs, ever forgetting 
her own in the intercll of her triends, urged 
them to go, not recoUeaing that (he muft ci- 
tkcrftayaChotneinthempft^difagreeable teit 
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,* tete with Wilkinfon, or by accompa- 
nying them, be fecn agaih as his companiun 
abroad; of two evils, fhe chofe the Uft as 
leafti a Httlc pad they kept for her was 
therefore got ready, and out they Tallied. 
But as this was to be a day of mortifica- 
tion to our heroine, they had not got a 
quarter of a mile from tfcie parfonage, 
btfore they were met by Mr. and Miis 
Herbert, coming to make a charitable 
vifu to their fick friend. The- raillery of 
Mifs Herbert, not more than the grave 
looks of Charles, threw Anns into confu* 
fion} the very thing ftie had refolved to 
avoid, fhe was now doing, Wilkinfon 
kept his ftation clofcby her fide, and fpight 
of all flie had refotved, again exhibited 
the fucccfsful lover. Patty, ignorant ot 
what had hajipcned, and fltll continuing 
good-naturedly to rally, and chide her by 
• turns, fordifappointipg them of the plea- 
•furc of her company, to the aftonifhment 
of all prefent, Anna buift into a violent 
flood of tears. 

Mift 
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Mifs Herbert, alarmed and grieved at 
the effcft of her harmlefs mirth, made 
a thoufand apologies i Mr. Manftl's looks 
fpoke more thin his words i and Mrs. 
Manfel's eye gliftened in fympaihctic 
tcndernefs; Willtinfon w?s olHciouQy kindj 
Mr. Herbert's countenance underwent a 
thorough change; the grave caft gave 
place to tendernefs and compaflion, yet 
during their (hort ride he fpokc very Itttlfj 
and appeared glad when it was ended. 

Mifs Herbert (laid tea with her friend, 
but her brother fee off on a hard gallt^ 
before they rnfercd the village, as hi* 
mother, he faid, would expe<^ him ; -and 
Wilkinfon had half ^n hour's private con- 
verfation with the reftor, before he waited 
^n Mifs Herbert home. 

The moment they were gontf, Anna, 
■ whofe whole heart vas full of her dcfign» 
and who had fulfered unfpeakabty from 
the delay of a few hours, related the 
occurence of tlie morning, adding her in- 
dignation at Wilkinfon's conduct, which 
was increafcd by the conviftion, that he 
wUhed 
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wiihed to make people bcKeve fhc was 
engagrd to him-, and concluded with beg- 
ging Mrs. Manfcl would indulge her, hy 
declining his conftant vifiis, or at Icaft 
permit her to refufehis particuUr attendance 
on herfelf. 

Both her friends appeared much dif- 
trrfled at the determined manner of her 
exprefllng her diHike, it grieved them to 
find fhe had taken to a pcrfon^ whole 
difinterefted affcflion they had hoped 
would furmount all her objections. Mrs> 

, Manfel anfwered, . (lie was exhauiled hy. 
her ride, but Would talk the matter over 

. with her in the morning; when, if fhe 
Continued inflexible, they would prefij 
what in their opinion wa& of the greatcft 
moment to her, no more. 

Anna, who' had always thought what 
her governefs faid, wileft, virtuous, dif-. 
creeteft, bcft, underitood, to her great con- 
cern, that what (he afkcd, would, if granted, 
be owing to their indulgence to her, in 
oppofition to their own judgcnficm, as well 
as wiflicsj and this idea doubled all het 
obi 'gat ion a 
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obligations to them ; they forebore to urge 
her to accept a fcttlement, which would 
cafe them «f the expcnce of fupporling 
her, an expence Ihe trembled to think 
they could fo ill afford, as Mrs. Manfel's 
illnefs had been, and flill was, of the na- 
ture to require the firft advice and af- 
fiftancc, which was procured, at great 
colt, fiom the diHance ot which dot^ors . 
of any eminence rcfided. 

It is true, Lady Edwin's generoGty had 
been extremely acceptdble to them on that 
account, but that was a refource not likely 
to continue i and to live always on the 
bounty of her friends was infupportable ; 
yet to marry merclv for a maintainaojce 
was worfe, as it was o^ing injury in re- 
turn for love. 

Thofe thoughts kept her awake moft 
part of the night, and (he rofe in the morn- 
ing to meet her friend, with pale face and. 
fwelledeyes. 

Mrs. Manfel flept very little better; her 

care for the welfare of the young perfon flic 

tenderly Jovcd, and for whofe prolpcrity 

..flic 
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flie Iiad the mod maternal folicttudf, in- 
CTcafed as her own feeling convinced her, 
fhe Ihould be foon called out of a world, 
where, nocwithftanding her chrillian rtfig- 
nation,herafF<:Aionswerefoftrungly boundi 
Ihe forefaw If Anna w^s not fettled, flie 
mufl; have many d'ificulties to encounter, 
and if Mr. Manfcl (hould Itkewife be called 
away, he had nothing to leave her ; alone. In 
a world, where innocence and honour is the 
common preyof mankind,and whcretrium- 
phant vice looks into filence the pleas of 
modtft merit, of what fervice would- be the 
delicacy of her fentiments ? the rcftitude 
of her principles, or the elegant fimplicity 
of her manners; her beautiful perfon, far 
from being of advantage, what would tt 
excite, but the (pirit of fedu6tio;i, in the 
men, and envy in the women! who would 
prote6l her! and how would it be polUble 
for her, whofe heart fought alliance with 
all God's creatures, to be guarded agaJnfc 
wiles, flie had no conception of ! or to fup- 
pofe her difappointment, when, after mixing 
with mankind, (he (hould be fadly con- 
vinced. 
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vinced, the virtues (he Ironoured, and the 
benevolence ftie aciorcd, exifted fo fparingiy 
among the fons of men I 

Mr. Wilkinfon had exceedingly alarmed 
and diftrcffed .lier, by his account of the in- 
terview in the wood ; he faw, or fancied he 
faw, a growing attachment between young 
Herbert and Anna-, the firfl: he concealed, 
bur gave the latter with all he had obferv- 
ed, and all that fear and jealoufy painted to 
his own jaundiced imagination, in tlie mod 
glowing colour to Mr. and Mrs. Manfel 1 he 
exaggerated the youtiiful gaitty of Herbert 
into a fpirit of libertinifni, and adduced the 
dilTipatioh of the father, the dependence of 
the fon on the Edwins, and the well-known- 
pride of that family, as reafons why it was 
itnpoffible, he could addrefs he/ on honou- 
rable terms. 

Mrs. Manfel was too well, acquainted 
with the innate purity. of her pupil, to 
doubt her being betrayed into any blame- 
able or ifiiprudent aift, but ilie was not fo 
fccore with rcfpe^ to her peace ; flie had a 
great ihare of fcnfibility, and fo pcrfcflly* 
artlefs. 
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«rtlers,that nothinglike fufpicion approach- 
ed her ideas •, (he was therefore the more 
likely to be the vlftlm of credulity in her 
firft impreflions. Mrs, Manfel's knowledge 
of Herbcri's family concerns confirmed 
Wilkinfon's report, who, under fo refpc^- 
atile a fanftion, ventured to hint the in- 
jury to the peace, as well as charafter, of 
Anna, her intimacy with fo dangerous and 
' infinuating a young maii, might produce; 
and added, the only means entirely to pre* 
ferve the honour of their relation, was to 
unite their intereft with his entreaties, to' 
prevail on her to become his wife. 

Mr. Manfcl readily coincided with this 
adVicejand the alarm given by the intelli- 
gence of the jealous lover being confirmed 
by the behaviour of Anna, .induced Mrs. 
Manfel to promife her influence, but at the 
fame time conditioned with her hufband, . 
that if they found the peace of Anna likely ■ 
to be afFcfted by her compliance with their 
requeft, it ftiould be at once given up.; and 
as the faltwater hid "been prefcribed to Mrs. 
Manfel, flie would lalfc her with ihem Jto 
Swanfea, ' 
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Swanfea, where the reftor had a. relation, 
from whom they had received ftrong invi- 
tations, and keep her there till Mr. Herbert 
Heft Llandore; abfolutely declining, tho* 
much urged, to attempt to fetter her in- 
clination. 

When Anna attended her friend, over- 
powered with a fenfc of obligation, and cx- 
peding the ftrongeft effjrts in favor of a 
man (he thoroughly difliked, in the light 
he propofed himlelf; forrow and apprehcn- 
fion took from her the power of utterance, 
and fheftood before Mrs. Manfel the em- 
blem of Glcnt dejcfltoni the tears rolled ■ 
down her cheeks from her averted eyes, 
but the kindnefs of the maternal ^woman 
reaffured and comforted her ; her queftions 
were equally blended with kindnefs and 
wifdom} and the cool, yet ftrcnuous efforts 
made in favour of Wilkinfon had tlic ard 
ofreafon and interefl: to fupport them; 
his unbounded af5edion,'his opputent prof- 
pe6Vs, prefcnt eligible fetclement, and un- 
impeachable moral charafter.were urged in 
oppofttion to the repugnance avowed by 
Anna, 
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Anna, who, aflianied of having no argumenc 
to offer but what originated in felf, while 
all thofe of her friends were fo noble, and 
utterly difinttrefted, heard in filcncc the 
pleadings of friendfliip in behalf of love, 
unable to. procure from her a fingle 
hope, or to draw her out of a filence, the 
moil detifive againft the point flie had 
fought to carry. Mrs. Manfcl, at length 
told her, (he would no farther urge a mat- 
ter, on which depended her peace in an aw- 
ful monnent ftie knew was approaching ; 
that her heart had built on it as the fwect- 
<& cordial hope could give^ that when, in 
fond contemplation of the beauties both of 
her min^ and perfon, the fad profpeft of 
her deftitute fituation, when Jhe Ihould be 
no more, (particularly if Mr. Manfel was 
likewife to meet an e^rly fate) overca;ne herj 
that then the fought and received confola- 
lion' in the fecuricy of her peace and welfsre, 
Ajnder the protedion df an honcft man, 
whofe principles and power were equally 
flaWcrJi^lo her wiflies-, but if (he muff give 
up thJatUrlingprorpeia;.fhc'cntK?iedJ\nna 
, . Vot, II. D would 
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'»ouIdlnduIge ho- with one promrfe, which 
was that of confulting Mr. Manfel on the 
dirpofal of her heart, before it was too late - 
~torecaIit. 

Anna, drowned b tears at this ddeftionate 
■^fpeech, delivered with a painful folemnity 
^ the perfon Die moft loved and refpefted 
on earth, whofe . countenance fpoke at once 
'the ravage of ficknefs, vnd too, too platnl/ 
'tonfirnud the mehhcholjr preTage which 
'flowed from hei* lips, in an agony of grief, 
threw herfelf at her feet. 

Oh ! iny more than mother, cried Ihe ; 
lier Totce intt^rupKd, and almoft choaked 
by the violence of her emotions, dear, blef- 
ledmonttrcfsof my youth, ever kind and 
Valued friend of my heart, fpare, oh ! fparc 
yoar Anna } can I rob you of one moment's . > 
bippinefs! is it kw, who would die to give 
you pleafare, that takes from the peace of 
your dying hours; that flurpens the k«en 
edgv of pain i Oh ! difpofe of me as you 
pleafe ! I am yours ( teach me how to re- 
pay the tcnderncfs you have fliewfi my ttdp- 
kg youth, to cheur the beary hour of fick* 
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tt^Si and -be affured whatever are tlie k' 
. -cret facrlSces 1 ' make^ how ftrong foever 
ra^ repugsance, bow unconquerable my 
4iflike, I neTfr, never more will oppofe 
yottr wiflies; I wilt/ burfttog into freih 
<ears, if you bid me, txMnorrow.give my 
band to Mr. Wilhinfon \ 

bh ! Anna,, my dearefi girl, returned 
Mrs. Manfel, this confent. mufinptbe &- 
Icen OQ fo fblemn^ dn engagement; I doubt- 
ed not bat- niy entreaties would have this 
eiffeit on your du£lUe heirt; but to take 
advantage of your grateful fbcrow for a de- 
. parting friend, would be to engraveher on 
your memory, with the bitt« occompani- 
iiient of remedil^fs grief, witho.ut hope 
of'change, but the awftil one that 'WiJl 
Teunite us. I will urge you no more; be 
comforted, eoiititltied' Mrs. 'Ma^Jeli-fiir 
be it from mc* to'dtfcouragcmy Aana, 
-by infiauating the world, bad as it is, ha5 
no accommodation for innocence and vir- 
tue, without uniting them in oppofition to 
- intiiination. But oh ! my child, embrac* 
ing her, tliough I could fee you enter the 
D * bu'fy 
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■ bufy Scenes to wh'ichyou are yet: a ftrang- 
' ger,withoutaiingle apprehenfioQ for your 

■ honour, here, even here, 1 tremble for your 
traDquUUty; be upon your guard; you are 

. deferving of every thtog i but alas ! it U not 

the moft deferving that are the moft happy. 

She then entrfeated thcwc.cpmg orphan 

- to preferve the fame appearance to Wil- 

- k'mfon^ till tKeir return itam the excurfipn 
• flie propofcd,. when they would entirely 
' put a period to addrefles which were ,fo 

difagreeable, but not once hinting her 
fufpicionof the partiality Ihe had been 
accufed of j rightly concluding, if it h^d 
any other foundation than Wilkinfoii's 

■ jealoufy, time, abfence, and her own good 
fenfe, would be much more likely to ope- 
rate, while the fecret was confined to her 
own bofom» than if ihe had the leaft rea- 

. fya to fuppofe it was difcovered. 
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A HE preparation they were now 
make for their little journey, preven 
So much of her time being fpent at LI 
dore Caftlc} and another reafon to refti 
her vifits there, if Ihe was earneft in her 
foluiions, foon arrived in the perfor 
Cecilia Edwin, who, with'-both her i; 
fins, furprifed' Anna in' a deep rev: 
looking acrofs the vale at the white c! 
neys of Llandore.' ' 
' If the year which had pafled fince 
meeting of Cecilia and my heroine, 
matured the perfonal as well 93 
graces of the Utter, it had not beei 
bufy, nor made fewer alterattoni, in 
of the former. The winter fpent ir 
don, where Hki had been prefentec 

D3 
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where her great fortune and family^ and 
their confequent attra&ons, liad ftampc 
their own value, in pretty legible charac- 
ters, on every part of her behaviour, and 
aAions, were circutnilances that could not 
fail of enlarging thofe ideas of gallantry, 
which in her earlier years-had influenced 
her conduct, tho' they had not quite ef* 
faced the impreflions love and heroifm, 
hftd made over her miad— She was at pre- 
fent a land of middle chftra^r> between; 
a.1 fentimeatal novclift, at}4 a- town c^. 
quettei her dre& w«aftr nitichi'tb the very< 
eklreme of thie faftlen^tbit: it was not in- 
the remote region of LlapdOre only fyt 
was an objefi of wonder abd cwiofity, Iko 
had the fatiafa^onf of being, geoetally; 
flared at in the metrc^olts. 

Her clear brown completion, where the 
blood had formerly been fan to mount on 
eiwry'liittU occsfion,.' was now bid by the; 
fjoIiteJdauWngs oE rouge;." arid her fine 
glofly black hair, loft in a pafie: of pjnfc- 
pOfvder and pomatum* Anna was the 
fwceielt 
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fweeteft girl in t^ world, a;id her confi 
dential fricndj|.with whomftie regularl; 
correfpoiifled; yet it wai matcer o 
«ooder to her, how her couHn Patt 
could exift.in that corner of the world 
withnooUicr companion . than fucha.de 
mure piece of fttll life i Ihe was nererthe 
lels in raptures at the fight of her, th< 
really it waS with regret Ihe obferved grea 
alceracion in her, .and it mortified her t 
{ttfy thffSs alterations were npt for tli< 

, This, qpinlqa. of- Mtli EflwiOi yr^a : 
OD)]r Goptradifivry tp «r fi^iaunts, 1: 
hier «fMs Ak ffit th^ partial as I^ie v ; 
to^h^i^Mrfelf,. the adyaorageof her ff( i 
frifjida, wag top greM for the candour, : 
finccrity of fo very fine a ladyi but vt 
ercr other chaoges had happened in i 
QOurreofthcwinier,CharlesHerbertwas 
t^r male favourite, although it was npf 
of Mifs EdwjOi that,flw yei; (ef*«(l i 
name; a peer not myich older thaoherfa 
Sir William, having been t very: warn 
D4 1 
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vbcate for her changirtg it to his own, but 
way refufcd byLady 'Edwin,* on'accbunc 
of the obrcnre original of his parent. 

Cecilia Edwin finding in her coilpAion 
of new novels, the amiable htroines of moft 
of them were married, and Aot only con- 
trived to keep their old lo*erS, but attraft 
new onts, notwithftandlng their. coverture, 
found great temptations in the title and 
riches of Lord Sutton, and not forefeeing ■ 
her mother's objeftlon, had already obliged 
moft of her correfponding friends with an' 
account of the fevefity -of ehat fate, whieii» 
in obedience to the-commands of he^ pa- ■• 
rents, had obliged her to unite heffclf to a 
rich difagreeablc bid man, while her he«rc^ 
was attached^ to the- mofl: amiable, the 
moft charnwrig youth' iri-thcworW'. ■ 

That youth fhe now Ihone oii, in full" 
luftre, the regard he aflually had for (d 
rieara "rtUHdrty 'the retpedt due to her rank, ' 
and ilnmerifc forlCine,- and the confideration ■ 
of family ObKga^ons, all operated on the- 
mind «f yopng Hcrbtrt, and ijiduced him 
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te treat Cecilia with affcftion as well ai 
poli:enefs ; when they walked, {he hur.g on 
his armj he w^s her cfcorc on horfcbacki 
And tho' he faid he did not now love dan- 
cing> when he was forced into one^ Cecilia, 
washis partner, and he was her beau on everj. 
occalton ; Indeed, Ihe had not a doubt of her 
abfolute rule in his heart.; but however 
pleafmg fuch a lover was in the country, 
Qiew, equip;ige, and the dear round of 
fdlbionable pkafurcs, was in I./}ndon a 
ilioiifand times nwre delightful j fo that 
tho' {he yet profcficd, and did feel a pen- 
chant for her coufin Charles, fhe by na 
means dctigned him the fupreme favour of 
her hand and furtune. 

Cecilia's idea of the increafing love of 
Mr. Herbert was in feme degree confirnwd 
by an alteration in his temper, and fhe im- - 
putcd it to the refpedful timidity that tied 
his tongue^ this alteration was, I mull 
own, not of the rnoft brilliant kind; from, 
the bell tempered, chearful creature exifting^ 
he was become peevilh, and melancholy^' 
nab delighted doc him, whatever woman . 
ipigh^ 
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might doj even Cecilia's company was of- 
ten avoided, and a folkary ramble preferred 
to her lively cbnveriation; his apfKtitc failed; 
and a general languor pervaded liis whole 
frame ; Mrs. Herbert, grieved at an altcra- 
,tion> which alarmed her for his hcahh, 
and Mr. Herbert, who hated Wales (lim- 
felf, condemned that charming retirement 
as the caufc of his fen's change. 

When the ladies furprifed our heroine, as 
r'have related, at the parfonage, ftiewat 
" deep in thought on the indability of all hu- 
. man felicity; Mifs Edwin^s arrival at 
- Llandore ffie had heard of, and figured t» 
herfcJf the fame happy parties, in which 
ibe had herecofore Ihared-, her feat in the 
grove, her voice In the Trio^. her courted 
. judgement and applaufc zt the readings^ 
were now filled by Cecilia,— and a deep 
figh foUo»ved thofe refitaions,— tears ftart^ 
ing in» her eyes, when they were difperfcd 
by the' fight of ihofe who had cxciieci 
iftetn. 

Mia 
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Mifs Herbert feverely wproached our 
heroine fur her long and frequent abfencn 
from the caftle; and Cecilia inlilled no- 
thing novr muft keep her from, thence. 
The emaciated looks and weak ftate of 
health in which they faw Mrs. Maofel,, 
was Anna's beft apology for the feemil^ 
negled of her friends, and tbe intended 
journey to the fca mentioned with regret, 
as it vi'ould ftilt longer deprive her of the 
honour of attending them; the ladies, 
however, would not ftir, without her pro- 
mife of fpending fomt part of every day 
with them tjU her departure. . 

Mrs. Manfel, tho' the company of my 
heroine was the only thing befidc* that of 
her hu'fband's, io which ihe delighted, 
confidering the importance of the ac- 
quaintance of people of rank to her young 
ijrphan» readily confented to their requefl^ 
arid flic engaged to fpcnd th* next day 
with them. 
- This appointmentTvas a dagger to the 
heart of Wilkinfon, who was prefent, but 
p6 it 

■ti . . 
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it was not to be prevented, tior, what was 
worfe, could he poffibljr attend her, as he 
was engaged to go to Briftol on bufmcfs 
of the iron woiks with Mr. Herbert; he 
was loft in the anguilh of his own reflec- 
tions when the Llandore family left the 
parfonage, and Anna, as intent on her own 
thoughts, fat. at the window, her eye. 
eagerly following their fteps, as they, dc- 
fcended the flope, but foon unable to con- 
quer her emotions, ihe turned from the 
fight of the gay Cecilia, hanging on the 
arm of her coiifin Charles, and meeting 
the dcjefted look of her defponding lover, 
all her dillike changed to pity. 

Low fpirits, a complaint very new to 
her, (he had been lately much troubled 
withi a fit now feized her, tears filled, her 
eyes, apd fighs rent her bofomj Wilkin- 
fon faw not one, nor heard, the other; his 
heart was too full of his own Tcsatlon, to 
attend to any thing elfe; and to preveiit a 
KDerval of the intimacy at the Caille hix 
prefent 
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prefcnt meditation; Anna had long left 
the room before he was fcnfible he was 
alone ; no remedy, no ioventioo offering 
to aid his wifhes, he was obliged to take 
leave of the family, with his heart torn 
by regret, jealoufy and apprehepfion. 
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Mart Love A&tttrr, 

1 H E next morning after havitig tried 
every gown and cap her Wardrobe afibrd- 
ed, and confuUed, for a much loogcr pe- 
riod than ufual, her glafs, before it wat 
poflible to determine on thofe moft becom- 
ing her compleftion, Anna at taft Sxed on 
aiprigged muflin gown, tied with laylock 
rUiband, a chip hat, decorated frith the 
fame colour, and her own fine hair, fafteD- 
ed up with a comb. 

Blooming and freih as tlie blowing 
myrtle io her boPom,. flic began her' way 
to the Caftle by the fame path, where fhe 
had the interview with Herbert, wMch 
was fo deeply engraved on her memory; 
when the turning path prefeAted itfelf to 
her view, ber confcious blood mounted in 
her 
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hct cheek, a figh invotumaril/' forced' ks 
way — Use ll&ppett. 

A Tuftling among the trees ^ronduncm] 
dn intruder, who appeared in the diftanc 
figure of Herbert;— he wafS prefonUy be- 
fore her. 

He apologized' for a. fecond time in- 
truding on her privacy, and alked with a 
fnulej if far was now in danger of inter- 
rupting an alEgnatJoa i 

Anna, picqued atthe qdeftion, walked 
on with a flight courtefy. 

The oSence was increafed, by a farther 
dnqutrfy whether the happiell of aU hsp^ 
{»y tQcn w^t tomeet orovertake her? 

When he fpoke inttllligibiy, fbe would 
anlwer. 

He faw flie was angr/.tle told her^ but 
. frowardi ^irits, fpailed by . iodulgencey 
Were apt tobtt im^nrennbte. 

Meaning mine, Sir? aniWered Aniit*!' 
' Ob, no! renimed he,.£^hing^' 

Mif. Wilkit^bn'i tbeii? 
' NftrhimiiMitbejrt: ,..,.' 

Your 

L- .. .■..Goo'jic 
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Your own Sir? fmiling. 

Ah ! anfwercd Herbert, that fmilc, that 
look! -y?s, madam, I own, mine is the un- 
governable, the froward and repining fpi'-- 
rir, your indulgence has ruined. 

Anna looked aftonlfhed. 

Vou are furprized — but do you con- - 
ctive it nothing, to be bleft in your fo- 
ciety) to hear the accents of divinicy from 
your lips! to have no one defire beyond 
beholding you! to be fed by your fmiles^ 
with the fond hopes of your friendihip I 
and have thofe bleffings dearer, heaven 
knows, than exiftence, at once torn away! 
to fee abfence and cold referve take place 
of friendihip, and condefcenBon ! Ah ! 
Anna, never, never may you feel the an- 
guilh of unrequited^i>»(^f^/ 
. But I leave you— whatever are my own , 
feelings, let me not afecond^cime wound 
youn. 

With thefe words, the unadcouniable 

Herbert difappenred, Itraving AnnjL in & 

flate of mind, that i would bav$ : again 

tempted 

D5-,z,t.b,Goog[e 
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tempted her return to the parfonage, bad 
flie not feared to alarm her friends. 

With trembling fteps ihe purfucd the 
path to the Caftle, and was met at a little 
diftancc from it Ify Mtfs Edwin and Patty 
Herbert; Cbarlei- fooQ joining them, in 
company with fome young ladies and 
gentlemen, who by invitadoa dined 
there. 

A harp and violin being in the neigh* 
bourhood, Mrs. Herbert procyred their', 
.attendance; and a little' ball in the afcer* 
npon gave Mifs Edwin m opportunity of. 
exhibiting to advantage her graceful per- . 
fon in a minuet with young Herbert; tbey 
-were .both . defervedly applauded; and a.' 
young lady who fat' by Anna, whifpered . 
her] the ;two coufins looked born -for' :each' 
other; it was pity they ihould ever be 
parted; did not Ibe tl^iflk fo? She bowed 
afleiTt, but her .Ijongue refufed its office. 
A partnerin the country, dances offering, . 
fhe flood .up, glad toefcape a diftjourfe 
Ihe found lierfclf unable to fiipport. 

When 
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Whpit' they broke up, and Mrs. Her- 
bert's cacriage Waited to carry Anna.homc^ . 
her btesft bow wai loft ; flie was fure flte 
had it on when Ihe went down the dance ; 
that Patty confirmed; fomSinvafible power 
had certainly fecretcd it ;— the room .was 
fearchcd.oTcrand over ; no bow could be 
foundyand ihe was obliged to -go home 
without it; the fame ill fuccefs attended - 
her inquiiiea next moTnittg--4t' was no 
piore heard «f. 

AiHia-coniinued her daily, vifits- to-the* 
CbftliA^ their party '{H«N/wa» ftdlVened'- 
by little con<(:Rit Herbert pla^ T«y ', 
well oa the flute ; Cecilia took' her harp, 
^ty h«^ guittaf, and AoM-fat to the- 
oigan; they walktd, theyxhattedi; every-. 
heart feemed in unilbn, eren-CteiKa'a fot^ 
got its gay flirtatluos^ andrefied on the 
peaceful delights of friendfliip and retire^ . 
ment; but a fad, a fual reverfe anroited 
our:young heroine.- 

Mrs. Manful grew daily worie i her de^ 

dining health filled Anna with grief and 

anguilh } the day was fixed for their de- 

parturCg 
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parcure; and flie went for the IiAtiine to 
the caflle, where, as k was to be afarewel 
vtfit, Ihe was to ftaf the night ; thefc^cron 
cloud 'which overfpreads the interview of 
fiieoda who are od the point of paiting, 
Was nevermore vHible than in thiserening 
at Llandpre Caftle; reftlefs and uoe^y, 
they all retired early } and the morning 
which was to carry Anna frotp this fi:cne 
of fcKcity, broke on her Heeplefs cy«s with 
liitlc comfort and Icfs hope. 

Tn'red of a bed on which Ihe had lUMTail- 
ingly courted reft, in hopes the air wotrid 
bdp to difpel ihc-oppreffion oa bcr h«u-r, 
llw walked out; tbe dear! fpot' Ihe wa,' 
about to- leave conxuiUKl herrwamrftaf 
feftions t Mifs Herbert would "be gone, be 
forcihe returned ; Mrs. Mbnfel^s, health ii 
ftiich a melanchoiy ftaie, what alteration 
Blight not happen, for ever to divide h* 
from charafters ftie lovtd and revered ? M 
Herbert and Cecilia would un^abt^ 
foon b& un!ttd;-Ged btefs them, faid (1 
alou 
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aloud, jiid as Ihe was met by the identical . 
bridegroom her fancy had painted. 

And who, Mifs M^nfel, is fo happf as 
tobe the objed of yourearly orifons? had - 
my friend Wilkinfon been htre, he would 
have been pleafed at your emphatical 
t^eme, fthce fuch folic itode for one, even of 
your own fcx, muft be enviable ? 

Is It not natural, Sir» returned Hie, for me, 
who have fo many obligations to the inha- 
bitants of the place I anvfofoon to leave, 
to bekrv'^nt in my wilhea for their bap^ 
pinefs?-. . ■ . ' 

And .were they then. Madam, the fub- 
je^ of your thoughts ? and may I aOt, 
Were riie males of the fannly incj^ided ia 

thdbleffingr? ' ", : ! . 

; Indeed, Sir, they. were, faid Anna^witH. 

the moft engaging earneftneds and fim- 

flicity. 

And God blefs you too, mod amiableand 

lovely of women, anfwercd Herbert; 1 have 

much to be forgiven for, Mifs Manfel; but, 

I know fo well the fwcctnefs of your difpo- 
0tioa, 
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(Icion, I have no fear, bucnijr heart, if 
laid open ac your feet, would be more ths 
I obje£t of your compaf&on than.rerentmcnt ; 
- if I hare been the unhappy . fource of un- 
cafinefs to you, believe tiie it was w.ithout 
delign ; the^ffoti's of reafbn, reflexion, 
and honour, may have been in fome ftfw 
. moments fincc I have known you, too 
weak to conquer feelings that bat^e rec^U 
ved additional ftrength from concurrepc 
circumftanccs, or to conceal wi(bes incom- 
patible with my own peace and yours ; yet, 
in my lucid, intervals, and thofe I truO: are 
many, ■ my whole fo^t >s interefted in your 
honour a^d felicity^ adieu. Madam, if my 
indirctetions .revive, in your imaginations, 
■ remember in the moment when my heart 
|vas burftiflg with its fecret woe, I prayed 
for, your happincfe,^ and tore myfclf away. 

Remember ! repeated the agitated Anna. 
Oh I that I could learn to forget, follAv- 
ing Jm quick Heps with ker (wimmiiig 
eyes, as he left her. 

It 
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It wJts not pt>(fibk now tn tnifconftrae 

iits meaning; hopes, which ftie had huber- 

.torepellcdf filled her heart; his tFembliog, 

- his faokcriag, bi& hefitatioai could have 

but one-fource. 

And am I then, faid flic, exultifigly, be- 
loved by Charles Herbert ! who can tell, 
if bldTedwitfi bhth and forcune, I might 
not have been his choice; enviable attriK- 
tionst did I ever regret your ^anibeforel 
But I may admire his- virtues^ I may 
refpeft his principles, nay I may love iht 
guarded purity of his -p^UTion, while I am 
tingle, without injuring myfclf or him* 
and 'what is there oi) thJ% Tide' heaven caq 
' give an equivalant {or'tvenibat fH|t~gra- 
tification f 

Tfcis interview gave Anna fpirits; flie 
returned to the houfe^ and after -fpending 
the day there, (he -wa» fetched home by 
the ttOoTf *ho then took leive of the 
young ladies. Mrs. Herbert having been 
ib good as to take her tea- at theparfoft- 

D5-,z,tb,GOOglC 
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age with the worthy Mrs. MaafH, with 
whom fbe parted with the linccrelt wilbes 
for the re-eftablilbnient of her health, and 
regret for the occafion.of their repara- 
tion. Herbert did not appear; he had 
rode out, and returned not till Anna had 
left the caftle. 



char; 
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CHAP. XXIX. 



?*( Hou/e of Mourning. 

X HE following morning Mr. and Mrs. 
^anfelj with Anna, let out for Swan- 
fea. 

Neither the falutary fea breezes, nor 
the briny medicine, were of the Icaft fer- 
vice to Mrs, Manfel, whofe difordcr in- 
creafed beyond all human aid; and her 
weaknefs, fuch as rendered it impoITible 
to carry her in a chair; but willing to try 
, every thing, fhe was conveyed by water 
Ji) th« Briftol Hot Wells. 

Here flie continued till after Chrifimas, 
in vain hopes of receiving benefit fro.ii the 
waters and phylicians. Mr, Manfel's diftrefs 
is not to be conceived. — To gratify him 
only, ic was his beloved wife ftaid there {o 
longi 
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long ) but at laft, finding all would not 60, 
fhc bc^ed to refign her breath at the 
P^fbnage i and fb eager was the wortbf 
woman to get there, Ihe fupported herielf 
in her long journey much better than could 
beexpeded. - 

She was brooghi in a Jitter the laft £our' 
ftages, followed by the tears and prayers of 
the inbatutaota, through the village, to her 
own boufe; where, with an unruffled mind 
and <iuie» ctuifdeDce, ihe waited the eternal 
fiat. 

Duiiiag tiie awful interral tkat palled 
between the time when every bope of her 
recovery hxl left them to that of her diflb- 
ludon, the anguifli of her hufbaod and 
young friend maybe better conceived than 
defcribed. 

The folemn ud hopelefs inqulri^of the 
neighbours, the lamentations of the poor, 
die grief of the fervants, were faint epi- 
tomies of the ievere fomws of the iacoofolat 
ble huiband, and of tlic aSScSiosata on. 
phan. 

Vot.IJ, E ttt 
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. The parfonagc, fo late the fccne of per- 
fect cranquillit7> of chearful contenc,and un- 
intcrnipted peace, was now literally a houfe 
of mourning. 

In this fccne of poignaoc forrow, al- 
though every moment out of the dying 
£iiat's apanment, Anna was drowned in I 
tears, while by her bed-fide flic was the fe- | 
rene companion of the friend fiie loved ; | 
flie was her nurfe, flie read to her j and 
vhen the broken-hearted hufband could of- 
ficiate in his holy office, fervently joined ia 
the facKd<devotioo of a death bed ; while ' 
■Mrs. Manfel d<rfed, with true filiaLpiety»<^ 
did (he eyxn her utmoft power to comfort *^ - 
the grieving re£tor, though her own feelings 
were, unfupportaWe. 

On the 28th of January, after very ftrong 
^rugglcs for one who had been gradually 
weakening fo long, it pleafed God to take 
to his peace a woman who had ferved him 
■ alt her days; her lefignation and fonitude 
.during her painful and lingering diforder, 
vfM the laft, and not leaft valuable.lcilpn 
kft to Anna, in whofe arms Ihe expired ; 
and 
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and who> contrary to tlie modes of the dmes 
which authorifes depoliiing the corpfe of 
our beftfriend in avacant apartment, conti- 
nued to fit and fleep in the room until the 
eighth day) when/ having (led by Mr. 
Maofel, and followed by the parishioners 
-of Llandore) feen her remains depollted in 
the chancel of the church, they retired, 
each to their apartments, anaft}le to meet ac 
that tabte-where now the voice that cheered 
and inftru^ed was heard no more. 

Her laft injunftions to Anna were co fol- 
low the counfel of Mr. Manfel; and her 
laft. requell to her hufband, n^er to for- 
sake or deny parental care to the child of 
her heart. 

Mr. Manfel had a maiden R&er who had 
been fent for by Mrs. Manfel (when at Swan- 
Tea (be faw no hope of her fpecdy return) 
to take care of the family, and had, at 
Anna's requeft, been continued. After 
Mrs. Manfel's dea^h, her day wis ftill ne- 
xeflary; but if ichadnot>nie would haveh^d 
' iio inclioation to leave a warm,, full houfe, 
Ez for 
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for her own lUtle cottage, vheni Ibe lived 
OQ B very (mill income. 

Mrs. Jane Manfel was In tbe fiftieth 
year of her celibacy, and valued faeifelf ofi 
ber notability and 6nc dupe ; few women 
could vie with her in either } Ihe was, ia- 
dced, faring to a proverb, and fmall to 4 
fault: Ibe was ill tempered, fandy haire4> 
and fallow compleftioncd ( flie bad not 
yet given up the hopes of matrimony, for 
which purpofe, ever fince fhe had refidci^ 
at the Parronage, Ibe had beoi making a - 
board of every thing in kind to tempt; 
when no other aura&ion was to be found. 

Such a fubftjtute (or the faint they had 
loft, foon occafioocd an alteration in the 
parfon's family : the man and maid, who 
were the happy domeltics of the beft ma« 
nager and miftrefs on earth, refigned their 
places, which were immediately 61led by 
thole, who knew nothing more than was 
necefiary in a common farm houfe, and 
who, from a limilarity of ininds and maor 
KTS, were tbe favourites of Mrs* Jane. 

When 
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When Mr. Mmfel wa« prefenti nothing 
coold excetd the fawning fpecioufnefs of 
thi» woman's behaviour to Anna ; but the 
moment his back was turned, her never- 
foiling tidies were IclTons of induilry to- 
]M>ung peoplci delivered /o her maidi buf 
evidently meant <i/ Anna. — She hated to ' 
fee thofe who were able, and having no- 
thing of their own, unwilling to worl^. 
loitering about as if their whole bufinefs in 
■he world' was to be mainuincd at other 
people'^ expence. 

Thofe lejlbres, which had always wit- 
BefleS, and her owii want of fpiritSj which 
were funk to the loweft ebb, foon leflened' 
At confequmce of Anna at the Parfonage, 
and placed her in a fituation very little to 
be envied. She did not like> by informing 
Mr. Manfel of his fifter's conduA, to em- 
broil him in 8 family dispute, and muck 
kfs did fte choofe to fubmit to the infulcs 
of a woman* who, if Ifae had been of a to- 
lerable temper, was fo extremely ignorant ' 
and low bredj it was i mpt^ble to afibciate 

WMb. 
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Mr. Manfel's grief for his wife was of the 
kind to laft -, it vented not itfelf in words,.- 
it fubGded not in the overflowings which 
dropped from his eyes^ his foul was the 
iiunGon of integrity ; there, in every fenti^ 
mcQt, in every thought, he found renewed 
the memory -of his Maria : nothing of. 
goodftcfs ftruck his imagination unaccom- 
panied with her idea ; the violence of his 
ibrrowj. indeed, abated, as he brought him- ' 
ieli' to conGder Ihe had but preceded him 
in the rich reward of virtue. But when 
aloDCi when he could UDinterruptedlyxecal 
, her voice, her aflion, and her wifdom, he 
fancied, hlmfelf yet io-her Ibciety ; he was,- 
therefore,.&Idom vifible but in the difcharge 
of his duties and at meals ; nor was it al- 
ways he accompanied, them then ; the 
chearful board, the innocent chat, the com- - 
fortable GreGde was no mor£ ; and Anna, 
fo conftantly reminded,^ began to- conceive 
the living a. burden on honefi pains-taking ~ 
people> fhameful and unnecelTaryiyct loath 
to hurt or o0end Mr. Manfcl, it was with. 
great reluctance, and not till perfonally 
and 
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and directly affronted by Mrs. Jan?, (he 
could raife her fpirits fufficiently to propofc 
leaving him. 

Mr. Manfel heard her with forrow and 
furprife ; he entreated her to confider well 
the 'flep llie was taking; queflioned her 
about his family; begged Ihe would mo- 
dulate it as fhe plcafed. Wilkinfon, though 
he called Ibmctimes, had received his defi- 
nitive anfwer ; h« was no longer trouble- 
fome, what could then be her motives i 

Fully rcfolved to conceal the caufe of her 
difguft, and too much irritated to remain 
fubjeA to the ignorant caprice of Mrs. 
Jane, Ebe faid it was neceflary for her to la/ 
down fome plan for her way of life. Ser- 
vitude muft be her laft refourcc ; (he heard 
there were means in the metropolis by 
which women of good education might 
earn a decent fubfiftencej with a tolerable 
appearance : and another flrong motive 
for her wilhing to go, was, her defire to 
learn every particular of her origine, that 
flic might try to get fome knowledge of her 
famtlr. 

£4 Mr. 
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Mr. Manfel, who knew it was not in bis 
power to pfDvide longer for her than he 
lived, felt the propriety of her rcafbns, 
though he fecretty wilhed Ihc bad not.beea 
fo nice about fervitude, as he thought the 
Edwins might have affified her : he^ there- 
fore ceafed to oppofe her intentions, but 
took every method to make her journey 
comfortable.. 

The- fifty pounds Lady Edwin fent hef 
remained (notwithfianding all the mon^y 
Mrs, Manfel had faved was expended, and 
fome debts unavoidably contracted) un- 
touched i that and Mrs^ Manfel's clotbci 
lie iiififltd on her taking; every thing bo 
longing to her departed friend was dear to 
her: but as to the note, all his pleadings 
could not -induce her to take more than 
twenty pounds. 

Still the good mian was very loath to part 
wftb her ; but finding her bent on going, 
he took her himfetf to Brecknock, and 
having obtained the promife from her oi 
returning to him, as her home, parted 
with tears and regret ad both fides i hit 
laft 
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liil Words' as he pat her in the coich be> 
iogy " Remember fog hcTt a home, tad I . 
*■ at)* you* f idler.* 



CHAP.. XXX^. 



jl.Jeurnrf to tmien^. 

.Anna took' BatJi in her wiy» and wsb ■ 
received by Mfs. Herbert and Pattjr with 
the fame kindnefs and friendfhtp flie was 
ufed to. at Llandore. They, prefied her, 
t« ftayj but Ihe, was too eager to get t« . 
llondoni . to comply with their invitation. 
She hinted to them hercircumftanccs, and. 
Mrs. Herbert! infifted , on troubling her 
with a eard to Lady Edwin. Ce«li^be^ 
i»g with Mifs Turbville in Bcdfordlbire "i . 
E 5j and.: 
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and Fatty K^d hcr^ with great joy, tbttlier 
Xoufin^ Hugh, who wu expeded «ver/ 
day, was to'be married as foon as he earner 
when they (bould all be in London : chey 
agreed to continue their correfpondence ; 
and after two days ftay» Anna again fet 
out on her journey to London. 

She was met by Mt. Dalton at the inn, 
who was appiized of her coming by a let- 
ter from Mr. ManfcL - ' 

The time which had pafTed To happily 
with our heroine, had produced many al-- 
terations in the lituation of Dalton ; the^ 
elergyaian, to whofe humanity he owed 
bis curacy, wa& dead,, and his fuccelTor 
chofe to place a relation of his own in the 
cure. A twelvemonth hadpaJTed without 
any profpeA of agair^ meeting an employ 
that would feed his family.. Unfuccefsfiil 
in all his applications for a cbi»ch, he, «c 
laft, fought favour among his^ old friends 
the Methodtfts ; froni one of thofe people 
he got a recommendation to a gentleman 
who. headed and patronized that fe^,. and. 
was indeed a good Samaritan. 
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In poflellloD of a large u)d dear eftate, 
as well as merchandizing to all parts of the 
globe,. Mr. Thornhill had the power of 
putting into praftice the lovely attributes. 
of charity and benevolence, as literall]^ 
laid dowa by bis Divine Freceptor; to feed 
the hungry^ to clothe the aaked,. to pour 
balm into the wounds of enemies, as well 
as friends,, was the bufinefs of his life ; if^ 
in the extenlive line of his charities, he 
koew a p^efe^eflce^. it was to the ftrift 
profcflbrs of his own religion ;. a. partiality 
the more excufeable^ as none of thefons or 
daughters of Affliction were turned unre* 
lieved from his gates. This gentleman,, 
in the fervency of his zeal,, had lately built 
a finall chapel In a village about Hx miles, 
from the metropolis; the number of ariiQf^ 
cers employed in- its neighbourhood was » 
temptation to the good man to endow it^ 
and place there a preacher who would be 
attentive and induftrious in. his. holy, cat- 
ling. 

Dalton's application for charity, as a. 

preacher with a numerous offspring out o£ 

E 6. . bread*, 
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brcftdj and deffitute of means for their fup- 
pofr, fortunately catne at this period to the 
hands of Mr. ThorohiU, whofe compaf- 
flon for the individual was increafed by faU 
general good will to his fellow creatures, 
on whofe account the chapel was ereftcd; 
he relieved the neceffities, painted In a ve- - 
ry ftroi^ light by Datton, and placed him 
ia the new meeting, with houfe rent and 
fifty pounds a year for life. In this fiiu- 
■tjon he was when he received the unw^ 
come news of Anna's return to his protec- - 
tlon-, however, by his wife's advice, he 
went to the inn where the coach ftopt, in 
•rder to conduA her to his houfe. 

Mrs. Dilton received her very kindly, 
and that kindnefs was much increafed by 
the prefcnt of a brown fatin night gown of 
Mrs. Manfel's for herfelf, and all the re- 
mains of the finery brought from Melmoth 
Lodge, as well as the clothes Ihe had out 
grown iince, fur her children, who were 
difpofed of diflerent ways> except the eldeft 
daughter, (he had fervcd out her apprcn- 
ticefliip to the mantuamaker, and now 
3 ^ worked 
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t^ked at her balmefs, paying ha father 
for her board and lodging. • 

The next mornings Dalton told Airai, 
with very little ceremony, it was time for 
her CO tVmk of fbme mode of liring, wiclw 
out being a hanger-on Jrom one to the 
other. This was her own fentimenis ; but 
the could have difpenfed with his coarie 
opinion on the matter, delivered without 
feeling or judgement. The contraft be- 
tween this addreis apd ihote the had lately 
been ufcd to, ftruck her fo forcibly, the 
could not immediately anfwer j — which 
lilence being interpreted by him into a d<- 
fign of Bxing herlelf on him, he wifdy re> 
Iblved to let her know it was whatihe muft 
not expcA in timc} 'and was on the poinc 
of being ftill lefs attcntire to the laws of 
bofpitality, when a queftion from her 
brought the blood into the cheek -of both 
bim and his wife, and that was, to know 
the particulars of fail firft roeedng herj 
when, and where it was; and laftly, irhat 
the things that were brought by the de- 

' ccafcd 
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cea&d to the lodgings conllfted of, «Md 
what was beco^ne of them i 

After a. little paufe, which, if our he- 
roine had the leaft knowledge of guilt ber- 
felf, muft have given binh to fufpiciona 
not very favourable to her reverend, friend, 
he told her where (he was brought by her 
father, but that not only the woman was 
moved, but the very houfe (which was 
true) was pulled down, and another built 
on the fpot;. that the things conHAed of a 
few wearables, which had been fold with^ 
out referve to defray the expcnces of the-* 
funeral ; and that he had, by advcrufe- 
ment, and every inquiry in his power, en- 
deavoured to find out to whom fhe be- 
longed, without fuccefs ;. that by the fun- 
burnt compl'e£tion of both the man and 
vomanx h« concluded they camc^irom. 
abroad. 

This account entirely baoiihed every 

, Jiope of learning any thing of her origine, 

V^tt was very uiilaGkily flie, who was fo en-- 

tirely ignorant of the world, fhould fuc- 

ceed better in her refearches than Mr. Dal- 

tOB» 



A N. N. A, , ly 

ton, who was fo much iotereAed in fiodii^ 
fomc one to takeoff his handi, a child^ 
who had no claims on him but thofc of 
.charity. ' . ■• 

Her next thought was to deliver Mrju , 
Herbert's card to Lady Edwin, in hopes, 
by that L-ady's patronage, the might be 
able to fix on fome means for her future 
fubfiftence. 

She accordingly went in the morning 
itage, and was fct down in Whitechape}. 
The ftreets were very dirtyj wholly unao- 
quainted with London and its cuftoms, ihe 
had na idea of taking a coach; through the 
wet, therefore, ihe walked, inquiring at 
every turning the way to Grofvenor Square, 
which Ihe reached in three hours, having 
fometimcs received right diredions, and 
ofcener wrong, to the great antertainment 
of the wtty crackers of ib pleafant a 
joke. 
, Tired and fplafhed, at lengdi {he arri^ 
ved atthe door of Lady Edwin, which two 
OS three chairs and a dozen powdered fops 

-^ ■* 
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in liverf Turreuffded: -dide ihe h^ topufli 
ber way t^oogb. 

Tbe Impudence, the vices^ md the fbllKk 
of their employers, are, in general) fo ex^ 
aAljr copied by thof? party-colowed gm- 
tlemen» that when I have fotd thaCe m 
waiting belonging tofome of tbe firft and 
mcift diflip«t«d famili^ in the fein^doifi, I 
need not add, the light of a ouHteft yming 
Wotnan had in it too mtich novehy to pafi^ 
unnoticed or uninfulted. With great diffl-- 
<u)ty (as thejr ran all rheii' undaunted faces . 
tinder her hat) (he reached the portei', who,. 
with a fettled grin and'witty fn<<er at hit 
CDittpaniOrts, ftood waiting to receivt her. 

To her modeft queftioii of, Is Lady 
Edwin at home ? She was anfwered with a 
grufT, No, and a fupercllioiM ftare; and: 
then unfortunately her fpotted clothes, at-- 
trafting the notice of tbe too-weH-ke^, idle 
wretches round her^ fhe was faluted widi a. 
loud.laugh. 

Aftoniftedu fuch brutal radenefs, fuch^ 

wanCM, onproTokcd inlblence, and terrified < 

with the apprehenfions of what infulti. 

might- 
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isight farther be offisred her, the was 
haflily going from the dooTi when a foot- 
man belonging to the houfe, ftruck with 
her beauty, recoUeAing Lady Edwin's 
woman had juft difcharged her maid, and 
promifing himfelf (for he was a perfon of 
■great gallantry) his prefent condefcenfion 
might be rewarded with future favour, bid 
her come in, and civily xfked her bufincfs. 
Mrs. Herbert's name electrified the whole 
^rew; thofe belonging to the vifitors'xhairs 
flunk off, and the furly' porter taking the 
card, rung for Lady Edwin's own man, 
who begged her to walk in 1 at the fame 
time opening the door of aa degant aod 
fpactous parlour, faid his lady bad company 
but he would deliver the card the moment 
they went,— Here to her great comfort Ihe 
fuund a Urge fire, at wbicb Ihe dried her 
feet, and bad time to iet her clothes in • 
little better order, as it was fuU tw6 hours 
before Ibe was admitted to Lady Edwin. 

The cordiality of her reception made 

ample amends for the mocnfications fbe 

iiad received at the door: ibe lady em- 

. braced 
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braced her with great affei^ion, condoled 
with her on her fable drefs,' and expre0ed 
hetfelf much plcafed at Mrs. Herbert's 
fending her to Grofvenor-fquare. 

Struck with a kindnefs flic did not ex- 
peft, our heroine burft into tears. 

Lady Edwin's goodnefs increafed with 
thi» mark of fcnfibi|ity j (he had a. real re- 
gard for her, and when fhe heard from 
Mrs. Herbert, the declining ftate of Mrs, 
Manfel's health* had thought the having 
fuSh a young perfon about her in quality of 
a companion, would be both convenient 
and agreeable : — Mifs Edwin troubled her 
with, very little of her company; ftie grew 
corpulent and indolent ; public places ihe 
was weary of, and going out much faifgued 
wittiout amufing her. Lady Edwin liked 
cards, and her routs were crowded by thefirft 
people ; but there were many hours which 
an elegant fenfible young woman would 
very acceptably fill ; (he, therefore, diredly 
propofed to Anna living with her on the 
-footing of a companion, and fatd, (he 
would 
\ 

L-... ...Google 
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would compliment her with &fty pounds a, 
year for clothes. • 

It cannot be doubted but this offer was 
gratefully accepted ; and fo defirous was 
the lady of having her immediately there, 
an early dinner was ordered} and the coach 
carried her to Daltoa*s> with Direftions to 
wait for and bring her back. 
: When Dalion faw fo elegant a car- 
riage ftop at his door and Anna alight fr oiA 
it, he could fcarce believe his eyes •, with 
undiilembled joy he heard how fortunate 
flie had been ; he congratulated her on it j 
and, never out of his way> begged, if anop> 
portunity offered, flie would put in a word 
for him to Lady Edwin, whofe poor coun- 
tryman he was. 

Her baggage not having been unpacked 
was foon ready, and once more Mr. Dalton 
had the pleafure of feeing himfelf freed 
froin his care of Anna: ftie returns! to 
Grofifenor-iquarc early in the evening: — 
Lady Edwin, very much pleafed with the 
grafitude and alacrity Ihe had Ihewn, or- 
dered a piece of black filk in addition to 
what 
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vhac flie already h&&, and gave dircAions 
to her own tradefpeople to equip her in a 
faOitonable llile, as her uight was to be the 
third afcer. 

In the intemiediate fpace flie did not fail 
acquainting- Mr. Manlel with her fituationy 
or thanking Mrs. Herbert for the friendly 
recommendation which had procured her 
the honoar of ILady Edwin's favour j a 
liair-drefler having cut and tortored her 
charming ringlets into likenefs of nothing 
human, and dreiled in falhipnable mduni- 
ing, Anna followed Lady Edwin into her 
drawing joom. 
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CHAP. XXXI. 



Higi' Ufe. 

jLd A D Y Edwin's doon opened at niae^ 
. but it was near eleven before the card tables 
were all filled. This fccne was perfeAly 
novel to our beroiae, and excited no lels 
her curiofity than woadcr ; fte, who had 
hitherto looked on vifiting as a method of 
keeping up the conneftioa of families and 
frieadc, could not conceire the pleafure of 
enteruining fucb a number of people by a 
fiogle courtefcy to each perfon as thef en- 
tered, and an arrangement of the tables, 
any taotc than ihc could reconcile it to her 
ideas of ctrility for people to leave the 
houfe without even that little ceremony^ 
or facftowing a look ac the lady of the man- 
£oa ; the confiant fiicceiEon of feathered 
ladies and puotcd beausj who juft glided 
round 



94 ANNA. 

round the rooms and retired, panicuUrly 
ftruck her> as a very unmeaning mode of 
pafling their time. 

She was, however, drawn out of one 
furprife and thrown into another, by a moft 
polite and Battering addrefs from a male 
figure, who be^cd Lady Edwin to intro- 
duce him to the lovely ftraugcr ^ her lady- 
ihip's ready compliance with this requeft, 
convinced Anna it was a perfon of coafe* 
quencc who made it, which, his ridiculous 
appearance rendered at firft rather doubtful, 
-to one who knew not that nothing in that 
fiile was beneath our modern nobles. 

Hcwasatall, elderly perfonage, whofefa- 
tin waiAcoac and breeches weKout-piaked 
by the rouge on his cheeks, and that beroti- 
fully contratod by the white daubingsonthe 
other parts of his haggard face ; be. had t 
wide mouth, which the art of his dentift 
contrived to fill with a double row of falfc 
teeth J he was fond of his height, and to 
keep 4jp the appearance of youth and vigour 
he wore ftaysj hp was of fuch an amorous 
conftitutioo, thaj the fight of beauty fet 
him 
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him in a flsme, and the fhew and variety of 
his miftr.e0es could only be equalled by his 
ftud of horfcs j his hair was curioully frized 
ouc at the fides, in clofe imitation of the 
court Adonis; be wore a blue ribband, 
uid was vaftty addifted to failing in love. 

He'approached Annawithaghaftly ftare, 
which he miftook for a languifliing ogle, 
and which would certainly have provoked 
her lifible faculties, had not Lady Edwin 
announced him the Duke of -—■ — , 
To laugh ac a Duke would have been 
ihocking; to relped him impoQible; Ihe 
Was, therefore, an angel, a goddefs, and 
every thing divine, without raifiiig her va- 
nity i and his Grace wounded, miferablc, 
and dying, without exciting her pity } Ihc 
had too much good fenfe to feel any thing 
but contempt, for a man, whofe ambition 
it was to take the lead in folly and dlflipa- 
tion, when not only his age but conftitution 
called for information and warni flannels, 
and was not long able to conceal hn* dif- 
guft ; the ducal title filled her with awe, 
■but the poor animal who bore it foon de- 
prived 
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prived himlelf of refpeA i the involuntarily 

turned her back on his eloquence,, his dig- 
nity, and his admiration. 

The marked manner in which hi? Grace 
fingled out our heroine, c»llcd forth the 
glaOes of the beaus, who. dear crea'tures ! 
to a man are all purblind ; and the ladies^ 
■ not to be behind them in defeiSs, were fa 
good as to tifp out their inquiries of '* Who 
** is flie, and what is the ?" 

Thefe general obfervations made ber 
truly ridiculous J Ibe aflivlly was out of 
countenance j her modeft eyes withdrew 
from the gaze of curiofiiy j a piece of ill- 
breeding any modern belle would try to 
blufh at. But poor aukward thing Oie fo(m 
ceafcd to be an interefting object, except to 
a few diOipated married men { for it beu^ 
fomehow whifpered, that Ihe was the 
daughter of a WeUh parfon,- whom Lady 
Edwin had taken as a companion to 
Mils Edwin, the Jadies were eafy and the 
bcaus latisfied. 

This, far from mortifying Anna, left ber 
tocnjoy htt omi obferration, which brought 
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jbonie t^it^ in others, Idb' deTirabfedkn 
ptnrertyand dependence; The infipidci^t 
ning paDed, and^ tlie rooms cleared at one 
.o'clock; Sir X^llhtm, Lad; Edwin, and 
Anna, tHen fat down to fupper, and redridl 
about cwoi - . .': 

Odc evening gave M^fs'. Manfel a lefloK ' 
for all the Company the; recnved, or the' 
vifits' thEy. paid^ . and vary ibon was Ibe fo ' 
well acqounted with the etiquette on 'thefe 
occafions, as to take all fatigue off Li^y 
Edwin, who fat to cards in the firft party, ' 
leaving the' ceremonial part tO her> . ' V 

When Ihe was entirely fettled, and hct' 
thoughts at liberty, noihJngto wifli fof birt- 
the continUince of Lidy Ed^jn'i favour, 
the paft fcenes would often return to her 
imdgttiation, and was it pofllble, was Ihe 
indeied, fettled under the roof of Lady.^ 
Edwin, ooutd it be, and Ihould fbe again > 
£ce and conv^rfe with Charles Herbert ^ ^ 
Xcst tOx remem.ber'ed his purting worids ; . 
but, alas I what end could i( :anfWer. i 
Better, far better wovid it be to foi^j 
, he exi(le4i. wu he not engaged, afid tKaiij 

Vol, It F i. 
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t« her hktSi, ^ dai^^tn of her htoiSm- 
ut&t was ic HOC utguft tad ungntefbl in 
lier to Wifli to fiipfdaot fc perfbn, «!» htd 
ft M^]r cUihs to i cwotity ebnda A ? Aa^-^ 
lAdeed,' if th^ wn not tfae cafi, if he vai. 
ftee, was ic Ukely he would thiok of her; 
ivottltt Uk ftmHy ^de fioop to a ffA itt 
hrt depeildenc Saxe, one who had not the 
baiofits cofflifloa CO the refilfe of Gxxtf^ 
wdto knew ooc « creature of her UOod, 
ad #ho was tocaUf deftitoce of tfae 
iqeanscf iiifafifiance bat from the charity 
of ftnn gen ? Certainly no I well, th«i, flie 
would reff^Tc ta think no more of him : 
-"but 

*■ Tll«i|^ npdlc^ K&Btiitg^ Tallin, 
** Aai donbks tmj woe* 

A Itaer ftata Mr. Manfel, in which the 
gobd man faToored her widi advice and 
cwigratiilatkms on her pr^ent fituation, 
c6ntribiiRd not a little to the fixing in htt 
mind an idea that, to lay the troth> never 
left it. He warned her agaidt the decfp- 
tiont of her om heart, hinted ax the par-. 
tisHtf jbe was fufpeded of (at young 
Hcfberti 
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Herbert t it die fame tinie he reprefented 
the impoOibility of io bring ttKnded with 
fuccefs-, laid the dependent fituadon of 
diat young ^ikleAanwas faeh^ thn hii 
rain muft be the confeqoence of « ful|)i- 
tion of that kind in the Auailf, as he knew 
it was their lenled intention to unite ^im to 
iiis coufio : begged, therefore, i&e voidd 
guard her peace (her honour he knew K» 
be fceuied bjr her own •prijic^tei^. ftft 
fented Wiltiinfon's bcft wilhe«> and inrjted . 
her home whenever the pleafed. 

Anna Ihed tears over- this letter, and ' 
called herfslf feverely to talk for her^n* 
duA, fome part or other of which muft 
have given rife to her friend's oonjeAure i 
and if him. why not orhers? Alarmc^ at thii 
conclufion» fhe refolved to be-moreguarded . 
in future. ' 

lady Edwin grew nwre pleated with 
her companion the kHiger file knew hers 
and Sir WiWani was as partial asgeaerovs^ 
ever buying fome little trinket to preient 
her with* and her dm& pafled- if not hap* 
pily at Jeaft agreeably. 

F2 CHAP. 



A. N. N 



• CHAP. XXXIL 



Yhe Arrival of a Stranger, 

J^ Month after Anna's removing to Grof- 
Tcnor fquare, Mr. Hug;h Edwin returned 
^m abroad. 

' This event filled the houfe with joy j he 
was tjic idol of his family, and the heir of 
their noble fortunes ; had been four years 
inaktng the grand Tour ; no expence or 
pains had been fpared to render him the 
mDft aecomplilhed man of the age, and his 
fine natural parts gave flattering hopes of 
the figure his rank and fortune entitled 
him to cut in the world. 

But the high opinion entertained of his 

abilities by his fond parents, and their blind 

indulgence to the foibles of his in^cy, had 

< tuined 
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ruioed the one, and cotinmd dit othier into 

'■ mature vice. 

He was handfeme and elegant in his pcr- 
fon; and by his acqaaiataiJK with the 
world, had acquired aa eafjr and poUte 

. addrcfs. 
- His good'undetfianding wa^ emhelliflied 
with a plealing deliveiy, and when- he 
chofc toexert himfelf^ he was mafter of great 
elocution, which, added to a perfeA know- - 
ledge of the laws of Ms country, praftilied 
to his father, who doted, on hint, the 
utmott that fame and' ambltioM <duld 
beftow. 

But the unreftrained liberty of adlon* 
and power of purfe, which he receivwl 
from the affedion of his parents, involved 
him in almoft every vice in the compofi- 
tion of human nature, and young as he 
was in years, returned to his country a 

- veteran in iniquity •^He'had deduced, un- 
der a folemn promile of marriage, before 
be went on his travels, i young widow of 
^tunc and family, whole love for him fo 
^ exceeded alk other conliderations, that 
F3 . though 
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i ^lONgh tw Ah<4. ItcM -mmt .w>d ik- 
veived, Sie iccompanicd hitn.'^^pari, wbm 

. «ptint|>fttpdi<g lii» pear dIIpwmc; from 
hii f)Kk«> hf wopwi'l » fp«ii<l ^r .whole 

She had bred bjr himj but as .it is faid» 
: Acre i> no ffiendAipamong tlw wicked, 
fei^lKr can there Ico lalUngeftfeas or real 
haj^tHpfib in ■ » victoi^ coaae&iQB. 

'X)i« l4Tnr wa> imoBSaM, the lady jea- 
igiM, i)|i4 \tf tlie tine of their teturn to 
^gland, &xjt who liad BatKred theoofeivea 
1J^ IhNlil be MtSt fw life, were beeooie 
IQunial plaguea to each other: theNnhappy 
»i)ii»H. ii)d«d, ftill dated on her (cdpceri 
Imt pf Qym /oufldet? 09 mete fcnruitl pleti- 
^rey is f))Fe to evaporate in dtfgiii^t <y,. -. 

^vsiii, cejtfi^.of (lia ftthct'i gemSfuf , 
«i«lc him i^mnli^lcly acqiuioioi with his 
; fitmiiaii: Jhe was notmiftajteii ; Sir JRil- 
liaqi Edtrin biid the mot luiletelii at'te- 
liiaa lieartsj wheo thSf m»g proiligal-^to- 
ttftellbis C)tr»<tfor hispaift ii>dircieti|iiu, 
nid.pfepi<c<l mniadijMtit, thl: isni TaAcr 
believed jbia, uni ta^ on Jiimlelf the'c^re 
■ of 
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•f pioTiaUg tcfSbe Udf, vliicl) he poKr 
Mufly dU, tuid thu in • jsmkt ilut nnl. 
dcccd her iccepance tS iie Jnioted • 
ync, ntlter a favour Qon&nsd oa, alMtt »• 
ACtvfidftomlufli- 



CHAP. XXXMb 



,JB<DWIN> !»w fice frnn hifjC^mii*- 
fupn, wu ac Vups iatrigue was his hobby 
jhQiie, and miTchicf lui plcafure. 

7bo lcwd)r A^Viai >° ^uU bjoom c^ 
]^ut7 aind ioQocence, vu aa ot^ iqp 
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-pralo^n btd nothing in it facred enougfa 
-to preloTe her from bis attempt, nor fas 
'proiniie to his father confiderd from the 
mooMat be had obtained his end-, he koe^ 
Miti Turbville was the deflioed patrtoer-cf 
his hand, but that, he never delighed Ihould 
ihackle his incHnatioDS; the more he law 
of Anna, tha more he was enamoured 
with bet} and lb n^iidly was her iofluence 
iacreaGng, that it was with difficulty he 
could conceal hu raptures, even in the 
prefence of bis father and mother— When- 
ever he caught her alonei, which ijc watched 
eagerly for, he pleaded his palCoi] with all 
the violence natural to bis temper. 

How eafy is it to refift temptation our 
inclinations revolt at! Anna could paint to 
Edwin his undu6ful behanour to the beft 
of parents t flie could afllire him, if tbcfc 
yns no other objeAion, ber obligadtmit to 
Lady Cecilia would fufficiently fted ber 
heart againfi addrelKs Ihe knew they would 
difapprove — Abandoned as this young 
taaji was, the propriety of conduft and 
wod^ dignity of Ainu's deportmcM wai 
■' . fuch. 
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' fach,- that he had hinted at noAing Ihoit t£ 
'Wa. honourable . psffiony dthough.he wis 
^enfible it was neither in his power or ia- 
-dinatioiT to perform fuch eng^ements, 
if he could prevail on her to accept them. 

But of that there was not the ieaft daa-^ ' 
'gCT} for though no more o£ his charafter 
had reachAi.the ears of Anna than what 
'Lady Edwin thought proper to difclofe, 
flie was armed with the acguoient I have 
hinted atj and had there been no other. -I 
sni pcrfuaded there needed' none ; but in 
truth-there was, and had young Edwin of- 
fi:red her a diadem, her heart wasfo'd^v<i- 
ted' to the humbler graces of his couGa,. 
'fli'e would have'rejefted him — She lived' 
but for Herbert,, at the fime time that fli'e 
had not thfc mnffi diftant ' hope of ever he- 
ihg happy ih the objea of her choice i on 
.the contrary, while her imagination wis 
perpetually bringing Jjack the lafl: fccne 
'at Llandore,,ihe Hatterifd herfclf flii coulH 
" fee him united to Mifs Edwin, without any 
'other emotion than what the moft diftntC- 
nlled : frieridfljip would warrant, refervh^ 
F 5 only 
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W.t"W «>w gfXfJifm, wifliPSt ,ifli>^ 
.^7 tp U« iiDi^t other own J ^^ jiaT- 

pi^piH^j.i^ JQO i^affx fiuight to cepteis 

^er ,hea;c w» -contioually fomiiag com- 
^^ri&HU between him and the young tnai 
th,atvijjted at SirWiUiam's^ if.herXent|< 
inentf bappept^ to be thofe -of ^ny other 
j)erfo.n» fcc .wta fi)r,e Cjiark* Hcrbcrt> 
cxprelCon^ would have given grace tf> 
themi if 9ie WM difgufted, ber firj 
t][ioughts ^ne, good heavens, how di%- 
iCTt if Herbert ! 

^nius, then, nourtlbing the &crct,bias 
of .i^qr foul, Ibe lived at Lady Edwip.a 
without aoy difquie.^ but what ,the young 
.man') alGduitie^ ^ve 'her, ibme weelts; 
fa }&(^ Edwin was to ftaj in Bedford* 
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A'kc^ ^ct^hnilr wm to baii ha, tiit 
«ieapi(eucnt oppoitUDiiTfiir Mr.E4wia*f 
&Bi<^ in k>n iriik (rlil< Tiiri>r31« fnigte 

JMr. Edyia fiiniid Umfilf ip no bnaj 
tt Iwnid ihU mairatp; hi' Mnt Iwr 
CHXe rcd^ deroied to Aiiu> ^ mm 
ieriouAy, tlut nanrithfluding tte,46|lr 
xaotaeo of iicr fitmtioii. two gtmlqnf* 
of fortUDC,. one of them of no)C| ,)is4 
made Uieir .oSers of nvairi'sei <^ m 
B a ro ne T i of j;ogdjeft*te and sepo^a^ f^f 
nuly, turiKd,of forty t the W^Fti a Mr. 
Monlant, a young man of uoaxeptigoar 
ble moralSf and agreeable prrfqn, ftin t^ 
8P opulent WeftJndia piafiteti ,wh« Sf 
S^iUiam .(hffing acquainted wid> hit oc% 
l^ions) T^'as very k^d tpt ,an4 he M^ltf 
Ddjiiitfed in;o ^P faniily on .^e. footing 
of a.teluion ■ hjs ^ii^jw iVt hijn tp ^if 
own <*oi<» cf J ififf, j|hi)t Butt «fyn\. 
pany him to Jamaica, and his heart-,pa^ 
(wmageioihi: c^aijja.of wS!=wipft. . 
Tjie indificFCjilx Ttithi ;!i<jhiqh JSf .W 

F 6 maii'^ 
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Ittiinifer' in which Qit refilled tbem, ip^ 
Jieared no lefs cxtraordinarr to Sr Wit- 
hvn and fcia lady, thin flattering t»tbe 
Twiity of tbdr fori t he had .^Mti fb ufed 
16- fuccefs among the womOiy'hc could 
not douht but his good fortune-wotild ftitt 
cootinae; and the latent partiality* for his 
dear felf convinced htm .thofe ci^cftioni 
of Anna were founded on ber attachment 
Co him. 

He dfeaded nip^nng io the bad the 
bright hope on which fo much dependedf 
the leaft hint of hii nuptials, as confented 
Vo by himlcl^ would, he forefaw, roto htm 
^itli her. On Sir William fettling his 
ttkiti with Mrs. Mitford, he promilied to 
comply with all his wifbes in regard to 
iiis eftabliflifnent in life: and indeed a 
fituation^ independent of control, was 
toodclirable a matter to be declined, by 
a young iqan who wifbed for notbii^ 
moee. 

Yet the lovely Anna to be given up» 
Was too great a facrifice even for that, and 
«nc cxcule followed another to protrad: 
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time. - Mr; Hubert's family were inWted 
to 'sdcompany them to Bedfordlhire, -but 
BdWinfaad pttrately wrote to' Charles to 
put off the journey fintn week to we^kj 
till Sir William declaring he would ga 
■without tbem, that would no longer An- 
ftvCT his purpofe, the day befiire theif art 
rival, he tlioughc proper to fall fick, ft 
private emetic gave the appearance of i 
violent attack that alarmed bis parenta^ 
who wiAied to call tn every medical affif-* 
tancsj but their fon had a particular con^ 
fidence in one only, ^nd be, though aoc t 
perfon who attended the family, was em- 
ployed, .and histeports of the progrefa of 
the diforder juft fucb as fuited the patient** 
inclinetioD. 

It was in rain Lady Cecilia intreateil 
be would have more advice } it teazed 
^im M be oppofed, and increaled his feverj 
be was fure he was perfcAIy fafe ia the 
.hands of Mr. Depu»> and would fteno- 
body'clfe, 

Anna, fufcepdble to all the feeliagf «r 

Iwaiaolty^ and who loved and honoured^ 

Lady 
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alp iheftMt at ifK fiiqii mtfaer, inf 
,cy»4tMl)gr i^viiriis afKr Ac tolth of 

Of thu CKCifnf^lKc ^^r. ^i^iiV m^ 
took «i!K t^ ;M«pn hi; ttaliia, infwfe 

Vai htrdiirjn Itcjceptwjthia l;oiindi; u 
bet ii)<{tiirits l(e wjs alvajrs better t to 
flfbert 99rie{ ^ that Lady. Cecilia, find- 
ing bctlclf eifii)f9rt|Ed In' Anna'a mgc/n, 
rtsio cxceedtfigly p^eafed when ^e madje 
it, that Qifi eouI4 n9C but be encouniged 
to perie^ere ip » ^odud Co acceptable to 
tm (sainwli. 

la thii fituation the Herberts found 
Aa^ Yiwig £^i* and Charlw had 
^mt ,th(9r Jowthi a«d taken «he £ifi lu- 
dimepta of l.eatffiD£. together, having never 
been CefDiitfi M Ml. Edwin i»e«t «a 
hit ti8iik<i)jha(,.u|ililu.yjlic,cau&u vmt 
in their principles, they were oftKh atr 
ncbul to'cacb (SlKr. 
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. l^l>^ WfU hv^j fitted J)y tbo J»cd 
f^ U* fi^^ ,(for he prctendod .he i^otj^ 
:|fOt fy up) beware he iU^o^^ 1^ P^ 
i^oc^y aUei^Dg jiu-regugoaiKf fo the 
Hate of marnage at aU tJoiOf J^c n^oie 
jp^r^l^Iy Q.oivy n^^-^ fi^he wasex- 
jpeftcd fp .^ yi ;Ici[rc wifih oflB ^q^Qsa 
^hUe hp ;wiu J^att ^lyl |(iul d/crotjEd «o 
^tb^r. utjfCfeaiQnqf fut^ f:hi« dt> 
.(icpdon 01) tus ^mU^ > he then .juoc^eded 
jto inform him of iht isftbpd 1^ }fftd ta* 
ken, having anally nwdebpi^l^ Ul Iqr 

This occafioned a good deal of minh 
betweeit the two friends, in tl^ in:|dft of 
^ch^ his -tn^y. v^t cafffi ftf gifonn 
htm Mi6 b^n^ |;sul ajbpd ^tcr J>U ho- 
jMf^^jic?U^.t,w^ft in fi^ia^ ItpJf hour. 
' H Ci^rnifing, ^tU^it^ Jkiiid Aiu«i-(^ 

.■jrh,ejm^h,?yj»ich had xijijlicated ,thc 

eouQCenancs of ^oj^Jt tn^ ii^^ flfd^ 

** What," &id he, fcarce daring to 

btcathoy '^ iirh6,'> MiA <Manfel~ did jr^u 

**fa7? iVQi»> uiUher?^ 

. «Ah, 

0,-..., Google 
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■ -"All, you knoW her, then?" Kpllci 

^Ae bther-i-^ Yes : who'but fee cotJd^ivc 

1 ■• taken foch entire polleffion of my foul ?" 

•* I thought," ftid Herbert, *• ihe was 

<« married?" - 

-. "Heaven ferWd,*' anfweFcd Edwin, 
■■'•■that any hunian being {hould dare to 
'•• have a hope of the kradj no;' Ihe re- 

« fafed WllliaOi Mordant and Sir Charles 

-" Stanley • refufed them for me; Charles;. 
-•*! ftaw'ftole into Her little heart j ftte 

« muft be mine."' 
"What, then-, wSl you give "up Mtfs. 

■«Turbviile?' 

■ " Not fo, heiAer.*^ 
i ' «-Hdw mil' ybuj' then,' hranagewiA 
-•* Anna?- ybo cannotAink— i* '' ' ' 

• "•^ThiAki I htcvf ihclovcs'mt, diarlei,. 
'•* and by heavens- 1 adore herj buti be- 

" lieve we fhall neither of us tSai it ni- 
'**ceffiry to- hare recourfe' to the ^duil' 

"Beaten roaddf matrimony.'*" ^- '* 
, . ..-,■. :.■■ , .-..■■ :i ".- :.'/.'■'■ 

'< Lofi^, firce a* w. )R-figtit «f JiAfUtiety .-; .-, tl 

V SffMcli hit light viap, oai in a BMncnt Sict.!' > i 

. '• ■ " -_ Mt. 

V .. .■..Goo'jIg 
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Mr. Edwin, in the excefs of bis ripta- 
rous ideas, mo on for ibme titrte in this 
ilrain, and might have, uninterrupted, re- 
peated all the poetry and conimon-ptace 
fayings' the worn-out fubjed of feduftion 
could furniih him. 

Herbert was too much abforbed in his 
own ideas- (which were not of the pka- 
fanieft kind) to attend to him; be was 
not, till this moment, feoGbte of the 
flrengthof his attachment to our heroine^ 
'tis true he thought her engaged, and by 
this time married to the perfon of hht 
choice; tha^ and that onl/, had pre- 
vented his attempting to tender fuccefsful 
the firfi fcrious pafHon he ever f^ •; bifc 
now that be found ibe was not only fingle, 
but in love with a man that meditated 
her ruin, his thoughts were in tumults ? 

Should he not endeavour to fave the 
fweetnefs and purity fo captivating > 

Were thole elegant manners, thofe 
chirms of perfon, giv» her, then, in 
fuch p'ro^fion, to be the prey of .vice f 
But how could flic be favcd i would a wo- 
man 
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^lan who could attach herftlf to ft knewa 
Jihertioe, thank him for an interftceiiQe 
(rather impertuiept than according to fw^ 
ideas) friendljr, and if To, what end would 
it anlwer, cxc^ involving their famti]r 
in a quarrel, which would diflrefs his 
mother, and even bring the charge ctf 
iogratitMde on himfclf ? As he was con- 
icioui of many obl^adons to his uode^ h^ 
therefore, for 9 moment^ gave it up, and 
retired, under pretence of fatigue, plead- 
ing th?t as an excufe for ;iot waiting Sr 
."Willianj'a return fropi the Htuife ; '^u^t hf 
could not leave Grofveaor fquare without 
■niakbg his bov to Mdjr CecUiat he pc- 
,c^^rdv^l^ ^ai announced. 
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\Fh£ cHmfooed cfacek of Aniu would 
hftTtf told a very ccmtradifioiy tale to that 
hehad juftnow tMard,faad Herben^bferrtd 
hcri biit a fenTatloa icfembling inwtfd 

-pride iind FeTentmtfni, tdded to the rclblu- 
tlon he had juft forined, and being pK- 

' pared to .fee her, pl«vented that oUen<a- 
tton, ot an; ochcn After paying his re- 
rpe^i to Lady Cecilia, he bonred with the 
tiold ipdi&rencc oS a common acquamt- 
aace and no more. 

Good hcareaJ vtJiM At that cruel mo* 
iBcnt were the feelings of Amu ; her heart 
had Goodly aiidcipated>the plMfive of this 
metftinfifid ChaHes'and herftlifi &e could 
not* froni all hii behariour, farip indulg- 
ing hopes of being dear to him i dior 
3 parting 
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parting fcene was everprefent in hernundr 
the plaintive found of his voice at that 
period ft^ll vibrated on her- ear j and after 
alt, was it thus they niet ! the pointed ne- 
0c6tf .the cutting indifference, ftruck her 
with grief and confternation. 

Too much cortfHf(id to alk after his mo- 
ther and fifter, and fcarce able to fupporc 
licrielf> {tic took the t^poftuAicy of Lady 
Edwin's hm'iiy ioquiiies to retire t<> ber 
chamber^whcre a flodd of tears relieved btr 
. iweUing heart : -r- Ah,. «ried fbe! bitterly 
. weeping, it was not t» Mr. Man(£l ooljr^ 
I difc&vered the imprudent, :the pr<efuinp* 
tuous thoughts^ my own folly too, too 
much encouraged ; Herbert has perceived 
. it, and defpifes me j he -fees the forward 
. girl is not tobetiu^Cfl with the appearance 
of friendlhip j his look^, bis manncc, fpoke 
. II cootem^ I coNid not ocberwife have 
.'cwawd. 

But , perhaps, cootjnutfd. . ^c. affii&td 

girl, the change in Epyfituation hi^ h«d 

thise^dt and coukt H^r^crt, cpuld (m 

be the fiiift whqfe beba«i«ir Ihould remi^ 

hftf 
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Iw of her dependence on his family i WM 
itbat the expanfion of his heart, the noble 
difpoCdon. for which flie bad fo admired 
him :. cruel Herbert, unhappy Anna; (he 
had creatjcd an idol ia her own ipaginatioD, ; 
of Bianly Wauty and goodnefs, her every 
thought had leamt to worlhip } he had bar- 
baroofly toro away its amiable vifage, and 
fubftituted to it« place the moft frightful 
deformity ■} but ihe would think of him oo , 
more, or if Ihe dkl, it ihould be with the ; 
QMtcmpc fuch caprice deferved ; Oie would 
ihew him, tfaat true pride, of confcious , 
worth and integrity was of no fannily, that it 
might ^i&f undignified hy blood, un- • 
•domed by the gifts of fortune : fu{^fe .. 
he had fufpefted her imprudeat affedion» . 
fure it could be no difficult mattn to change 
th«t afieAion into fcorn for one who could . 
infulc a weinui becaufe he might t for fuch . 
a change of behavwnr, widiout the leaft 
caule on her fid^ amounted, in her prefect ; 
imaginatioDi toinfolt. 

The value of Lady Cecilia's kindaefs to . 
het -«QW leflened i flie cond^nned herfdf 
for 



t*i ANNA., r 

for not taking tfahon's idrice, and'Saing 
on t tfade, -wbereby flie might fsbfift, frhh 
fomeHttteelaift to Independence : flws h^A 
loA aK ttiniequence With herfeU, ftom:thi 
flnohipnt fhe fuppofed Ibe was of AWiS to 
HerbeR i Ker heart fickcMd at the proQfcA 
beforehn-; fhe bad Wtote ci^ Mifs Edwb* 
ill their fottttir ftyle, h^A4 t«e«ived ISA 
anfwer; the l\^cet iAtercoJarfe, tlife unftih 
of minds, that was to laft tb<;ir liv«» Waifdrt- 
rtady ev&poratedi and hod Mity mbft plAdf 
in that \iSj*» thoughts thab if k i^ettff h«t 
exifted. 

Froiti tite fentimental- aovdlft of tkviih 
tech, Vlih £dwin w4» t^osfomied i&td th^ 
gij coquette bf twenty t the h'cTt) of her 
firft ramiDce only, A^aintained his grotind 
httiierarietyofherideei i Charles Herbert 
iv«ia»kihbie,when o9er-run Widi ttotbns^ 
loVet fire «u ignorant of almofte^^efy-thmg 
cite J and now riiat-Ur fortune wU a bait , 
cof every coxcomb &tt becaffie acquaintet) 
with* and her paOkui for admiration gXM 
ericbungemcnt to cilery ib^ to add»ft-litr, 
ftill her eoufin Irai IH^a^ cotn^ pro. - 
ferable 
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(erable to any Hx faw, ahdhcr prideabta 
little hurt to fiod his anachnaeiit tb her hj 
ao meaoa what flie had flattered herfelf. 

Mift Turhville, her now boTom friend, 
was the ccmntopart of Cecilia j they were' 
cSacated together, and the formation oT 
their miods left to wometi who (interefted 
only by the price they receircd, and igno- 
rant of the real accomplilhtneDts that render 
• young womaa of £dhion v^uable, to her 
own conneAions '.in pa^icular, and fodety 
ia general) were gratified in making them 
acquainted with the fiiperficial knowledge 
themfelres pofiefibd. 

Born to fplendid fortunes, and never 
contradided in thnr livei, it is little to be 
wondwed theic tempers were unamiable as ~ 
their manners ; they bothiet out determined 
to be the heromes of fentimental paffions t 
but fine cloaths, fine company, and fin« 
jewels, irith the very fine fpeechet of a few - 
as fine beaus, totally oTcrthrcir tbefirftfirfi 
f^ftem, and introduced an inordinate love. 
«f drels, pkafurc tad admiration i fenfibi- 
lity 
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Uty was banilhed, and the finetjEclings were 
no more. 

So that there was no confolacion to be de- 
rived from the memory of Mifs Edwio's 
ffiendffiip. 

Mrs. Herbert wanted refolution, and Patty, 
the amiable Patty, power to be of fcrvice 
to her ; Dakon had plainly hinted Oie mult 
not think of living there. Lady Edwin's 
proteftion was therefore her only rcfource, 
and there fhe muft conftantly iee the man 
of all others flic wilhed to avoid ; the ad- - 
vance of fpring promircd no alteration^ at 
there was yet no talk of going to Dennis 
Place. 

Lady Edwin at this moment fcot for 
her, to inform her of two things j one, 
highly agreeable to her, was, that Mr.'Her- 
bert, his lady and daughter, were arrived at 
their lodging* in Bond-ftreet, whither (he 
defiredher to goand welcome thcmj and 
the other that Cecilia, and Mr. Stanley's 
family would' be in town the' following 
■week, 

' Anna 

L- .. ..Cooijlc 
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Anna eagerly 6ew to execute- the cocn- 
mands of her patronefs : Fatty wept with 
joy, and Mrs. Herbert exprefled as much 
pleafure as the gloom on her countenance 
would permit ; they had not yec feen Charles, 
who came from Oxford to join them ; they 
ceturned with her to Grofvenor iquare, and 
ilaidtheevetuDg. 

Mr. Stanley, guardian to Mifs Turb^ 
ville, a moft worthy chara^er, was rejoiced 
at the approach of the time that was to 
free him from the care of a flighty girl, 
whofe large fortQnc rendered her fo lempt- 
ting an objefb; and therefore, fince the 
mountain would not go to Mahomet^ Ma- 
homet, he faid} muft go to the mountain ; 
in a word, he removed with H% family to, 
a ready-furnilhed houfe in Burlingten- 
Street. 

. It fignificd nothing now to be ficfc ; aU 
. crafions were at an end; Edwin's honour 
had been given to his father, to marry, 
when he fo nobly provided for Mrs. Mitr 
ford: no excufe would be admitted by his 
jparents, and his ideas were fo full of the 

Vol.. II. C charms 



f 

lai A N n: A, 

chztma- bf independence, tliat when he 
could get the lavely Anna out of his head« 
he was rather delirous of being what he 
' called fettled. 

But that was neither 'often nor of king 
duration, Anna returned with double force 
and withirrefiftible power, banifliing every 
agreeable confequence of his marriage with 
another; he knelt, fworc, and vowed ia 
Tain ; Ihe urged him to obedience to his pa- 
tents} to remember his family, fortune, and 
connexions] and at length, declared her 
affcftions were engaged — Diftrafted at this 
idea, he refolved to force a compliance 
from her; he now found it in vain to 
court } difkppointed pride and vanity were 
goads to a palSon that wanted none. 

In the time of his feparation from Her- 
beir, dilppation and vicious company had 
not done mtve tow^ards corrupting his 
mind, than good fenfe and moral com- 
panions had done to improve Herbert — 
the former felt he refpcfted his coufm more, 
but loved him lefs for his fuperiority : not- 
witbftanding his rational and polite ~ beha- 
viour 
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viour an all occafions, be bad found him 
father Qif of the confidence he was,dUpofe4 
to place in bim reTpcfbing bisjdcGgns o;i 
Anafli and when be perceived be had im- 
posed on himfelf, in'M& cgndufions of lifq* 
parriality> he Was preveotcd both, by tba; 
and his own pride from revealing to him 
his difappointmentor future inCcotioos. 

Herbert, on bis part, now in trhe conflan^ 
(ompsny of crur heroine, found reafon 
end tefl«£tioQ too weak co guard bigin frc»ii 
her fafcinating cbwrnsj yet, picqued at hii 
firft behaviour, her jwhole d^portpuoc to- 
wards him was fo referved, fo cool, and fo 
diftant, that he doubted not Edwin was a 
favoured lover; he regretted a thoufand 
times he had not tried to make an intereft 
in her heart at Llandpre — he recolle^ed a 
variety of circumftances which might have 
convinced him, (he dilliked Wilkinfon, 
but it was now too late to avail himfclf of 
thofe obfervations ; for, bePides that it would 
be difhonourable to his coufin, his own 
delicacy could not bear to think of being ' 
G 2 iecond 

.' ■ . D5-,.-.ii„Goog[c 
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Second to fuch a libertine} ereD in the beut 
of Anna } yet he wilhed, fervently wiflwd, 
ihe might efcape the meditated ruin. 

Thde conUAs lo his mind fo aflvQed 
liim, that it injured bis health, and air was 
ordered : Mrs. Herbert would gladly have 
accompanied her doting piece, but Lady 
Edwin wi(hed her to ftay in town, and ad- 
vifed lodgings near, from whence he might 
ride occa6onally, or they Ti6t him ; but he 
chofc to return to Oxford, as foon (itfter 
he had paid his refpefts to Mifs Edwin and 
the intended bride) aa be could. 



CHAP. 
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r/x&. StaDloy'3 family arrived in tovir 
the beginning of May ; Mr. Edwin found 
tia intended bride juft the reverfe of 
What ' his heart approved in Anna' ; Ihe 
was, indeed, tolerably handlpme, but 
vain, conceited, proud, and witty j had 
much fmall talk, loud laugh, and large 
white teeth, her cheeks, as flie was very 
fair, ftcwed the rouge at the firft glance, 
and her auburn brows were robbed of 
ihear beauty by a black pencil ; her hair 
plafiered with pomatum and browit pow- 
der, formed a ftrong contraft to the clean 
chefflut locks of Anna; in (hort, if inftead' 
of captivating, Ihe had laid a regular 
plan to difguft, (he would certainly havi 
fuccecded. ' 

. G 3 But 
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But Mr. Edwin was too much a man 
of the world to fufitr his fentiments to 
efcapc him inadvertently ^ it wm his bufi- 
nefs to fall in love ; and as very few men 
exceeded him in natural or acquired under- 
ftanding, to which was added, a graceful, 
handfome, peHbn, he was fo fortunate as 
to render himfclf as pleaGng to the lady as 
he affcfted to be with hM*. ~ 

Cecilia was in the n>ean time playing off 
all her airs and graces, at her inanimate 
cooG^, and vexed to death her pains wer^ 
attended with fo little foccefsi her anger 
increafed by obfervations not lefs galling 
to her pride than alarming to her jea- 
loyfy. 

Charles (pre-determined to be a clofo 
obferver of Anna at the firft Interview of 
the intended bride and bridegroom) had 
DO e)'«s or ears for any one elfej he 
faw with extreme fatisfaftion the placid 
^renity of her countenance kept its un- 
ruled, peaceful appearance; looks of cu- 
rioHty were the only ones (he dired:ed to> 
wards them ; her face was the faithful in< 
dex 
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dex of her mind; in her fine clear ikln 
tvery interetltng change in her thoughts 
might be read, and the lovelieft pair of 
eyes in the univerfe had not yet Jearncanf 
Icilbas hut thofe of nature. 
' Cecilia law and felt her fup'enorityt felt- 
i^ accompanied with fcom and envy — 
What whim could |)oSibly induce Lady 
Edwin to keep fuch a thing about her! 

Sht had been accHftomed to watch the 
eyes of the men; it 'was not long before 
the Holen glances of her brother made 
another difcovery, which (he was refolvc3 
Ihould be turned to ufe. 

When they returned to Grofvenor fquarc, 
Mifs'Edwin went with thj:m, having fent 
her woman and baggage before; Ihe 
pleaded a head ach as an excufe for di- 
reftiy retiring, leaving Lady Edwin fur- 
prifed, and Anna piqued^ at the coolncfs 
of her behaviour -, however, as neither 
thought it nccefTary to fpeak their fenti- 
ments to each other, no oblcrvation was 
made. 

G4 Next 
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Next morning brought Mr. Herbert and 
Mr. Mordant to Lady Edwin's breakfaft 
table, which Vas at too early an hour for 
Cecilia; Charles came to take leave of the 
family, and Mordant once more to prefa 
his fuit with Anna} hit Innmacr in the 
Edwin family gave him but too many op- 
pornimties of witneiliog the unexception- 
able' mind, as welt as lovely pcrfon, of our 
heroine. 

He brought from xhe gentleman who 
""had the chatge of bim from his father, a 
6arte blarifb ; the xSmt of his (lay in England 
was very near claptd, and he, for the laft 
lime, came to try his fate with the woman 
he loved. His intereft was warmly t£- 
poiifcd by Sir William and Lady Edwin i 
and finding Herbert was fo nearly related 
to the family, hcintreared his influence alfo. 
Anna had before laid alt that a determined 
mind could fay, and the prefence of Her- 
bert was very unlikely to give a turn to her 
feiitiment». 

The reluftance with whi(jh Mordant re* 

figncd his laft bopcj engaged them tilt two 

o'clock i 



. A' N N A. lij 

o'clock i when, drcfled with the'utmoft at^ 
tcntion, in an elegant morning diftiabillc, in 
fwam Cecilia, and bruftiing her cyc» over 
Anna, who refpeftfuily rofe at her entrance, 
bowed to [he company, and fat down witli 
a [nixture of haughtinefs and contempt. in 
her looks. Mordant dire£tljr applied to 
her for her intereft with her lovelyfrknd— • 
ibe was. furppifed, could not divine who be - 
meant — who could he mean but the charm- 
ing Mifs Mantel — fhe had no influence. 

Anna begged he would fpare her as *eH 
as the company j flie ajSlired him Of hn 
grateful remembFance of the honour he did 
her, jwhich ftie acknowledged fiic thought 
Jier misfortune (he could not, confiftent 
w^th her own notions of integrity, accept^, 
her refolutions were unalterable. Belfeve . 
me,. Sir, continued the, with an amiabft 
franknefs taher manner, and a modeflear- 
nefthefs in hex. countenance, if I could have 
returned the afTeftions.of fo worthy a m^rt,, 
-it would have been my pride to do it gene- 
roufly; you are fo deferving, .Mr. Mo/- 
. dantj; L am fure you will meets heart qiorc 
G J, valuable- 
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valuible than mine, that will reqidre no 
ioteiferiog friends t« do juftice to your me- 
riL God preferreyou^Sirilaidflitjniaking 
him 3 graceful courtefy, and immediately 
left the room. Mordant then with a tender 
f^gret which affiled both Sir William and 
Lady Edwin, took his leave. Mifs Eds 
wih fiuiugged her flioulders ;^f a capital 
merchant would not do> fhc wondered what 
mnild! 

Mr. Herbert now rofe to be gone ; it 
ffnt \a vain Mifs Edwin entreated his Hay 
ft fey da^A— fflie wanted a beau— could not 
|>ofnbly do without him — nay, he fhould 
ftay. He declined all. her invitations, took 
his leave, and went from thence to Mr. 
JEdwin'^ apartment. 

; «* Well Charles, and what fay you to my 
** divinity i How do you like her ?" cried 
^wio the moment he entered. 

**l thick her a fine woman, and hope 
« you will be happy." 

«* Till death do^us par^ Chailc$, — do 
? pot forget that^'* 

"But 

D.5-,z,t.b,GOOg[C 
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" But what," fatd Herbert, "do yoathinfc 
** of her yourfclf ? for that's the grand qaef- 
" tion." 

■ *'Indeed,isitr Butasitisaqucftionwhicb, 
" if anfwertd fmcerety, will produce a de- 
" vilifti- rude one, it had better not be afk- 
*' ed. But come, Charlesj as you fay ftie is a 
" fine woman, and all that, if you will take 
*• her off my -hands, you will oblige me very 
" much.** 

Charles exprelHng no great gent to the 
offerftd^kindnefj, 'Edwrn inveighed -witK 
great bitterneft- againft the folly and infi- 
pidtty of both Mi& TurbTiile- and hi» 
filler i fwearing, that if it were not for one 
fweei hope, he would fet off and leave theni 
to commit mattimony with ^ny one -but 
fcimfelf; . ■ ■ ■ 

•* Ah t what a difference, (wd he, between 
*• them and the angelic Manfel. Did you 
*• oblcrve her abfolute lovelinefi, how, robed 
" in" her excellence, (he looked an emblem ot 
'** fweetnefs,innocence,and beautyfUpon my 
** fbulaslfat (ftunnedwiththetictering non- 
**' fcnfe of my intended wife) at the other end 
G d •*©£ 
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" oftheroonti when her coral lips opened to 
V deliver, with grace and eafe, the fentiments 
•'.of wifdom and propriety, the perfume oi 
" her breith feemed, co my adoring imagi- 
** nation, from that diftance to reach my 
'* foul. But come, Herbert, you fet off to- 
<' morrow; we will dine at a tavern to-day; 
** where we will toaft the angel in half pints 
** until nothing of love but the pleafure (hall 
*' have power' to difturb us.'* 
," Well," anfwcred Herbert with a faint 
fmile, ;*' you talk it bravely ; but you for-, 
'* get Mifs Turbvillc is to dine here.". 
1' I leave her looking- glafles enow> and 
" I will fwear you debauched me," replied 
J^dwin, ** fo allotis," taking hold of his 
arm, 

Wc left Mifs Edwin with her father and 
oiotber ; the former, as I have laid, was 
dotin^y fond of both his children : Lady 
Edwiin's love for her daughter was greatly 
kficncd by her behaviour, which was nqg- 
IciStful and often rude, ^e dircftly began 
to wonder how her nwther could think of 
l»king fuch a girl as ^nna about her;, Hie 
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WAS fure great inconveoience would arife 
from fuch aridiculous piece of charity. Lad/ 
Edwin Was aftonilhed at the little ceremony 
her daughter ufed in fpcaking to her. and 
peremptorily bidding her attend to her own 
concerns, immediately left the roote. 

Cecilia, whofe .feelings, fuch as they _ 
were, had been to^ much for her, before 
Herbert's departure, now cried for mere 
^ite. Her father tenderly ioquinnginto 
the caufe of her 9ffli£tion, was told ihe de» 
tcfted Anna i that Ihe was a proud, infolent 
creature, who bad the aOurance, fhe was 
fure, to aim at enfnaring her brother. . 

Partial and indulgent at w^ Sir William 
to his ■ children, he cpuld not give way to 
lb uncharitable an iplinuation, but took the 
abfent unoffending Anna's part wifh fp mocli ' 
warmth, that his daughter flung from him 
into her own room, where, throwing her- 
felf on a fopha, Ihe began to vent her ange^ 
on her woman, who^ Ihe declared,^had pur* 
pofely disfigured her head that morning, be-- 
caufe ihe knew it was her defiri tp lode to<^ 
Icrable; 

The 
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Thewomati, inbrokenEnglilh, attempt- 
ed to vin.dicace- herfelf^ and sot without 
fome pafli6n, which irritated hfr miftrels 
to that degree, that fhe aftually fcokled ; 
and her voicti romiriiiig alt over the. houfe, 
Anna ran (uv.ards. ber apiftmcm, as did 
Mr. Edwin andChirks. 
■ They found Cecilia, her eyes (wollen 
with crying, her face diftorted with anger, 
*nd her lip? white and quivering in a'per-- 
feft ■ frehzy, artd .her womin, i foreigner, 
talking quite as faft in hw turn". Edwii* 
burilintalaughtef at this fcene, which hi 
told his fitter wanted but a Hogarth to ren- 
der it inrimortaljlbeeringly aflced her if Ihc 
fcritertaihe*i ofteh in this way! and'imme- 
diateiy turned on his*^ heel. But Herberl 
ind Anna, afiuaGed both by the fame fpirie 
6f kindnefs, attethpted to fboth the fair 
viseri i their endeavours were not fuccefs- 
ful i ftc Tudely bid them leive he* apart- 
ment. ' T'he' troth is, Anna- was fo much 
alarmed' at what the heard ahd fatr, and 
Herbert fo ftruck ae this unexpedked ren- 
contre with heij and fo intereAed fbr her 
difquietude 
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dilquictude, thar, .unmindful of Cecilia, 
his firft efforts were to calm her fears j and 
the light of him in an attitude of the ten- 
dcreft folicitudc, imploring her not to be . 
alarmed, one arm round her watft', the 
other fpread on his heart, while he hung 
over her enamoured, was not calculated to 
calm the raging tcmpeft in ^*ifs Edwin's 
dreffing room. 

When at her repeated command they left 
her, ihe was on the point of difcharging 
her womanj but her peace was made, and 
£he rellored to favour by a diC:ov<ry as new 
as unexpc£lxdr 
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CHAP. XXXVI; 



A RetrofpeB. 

CiECILIA's anger had been on the part 
of her woman quite unprovoked; it was not 
difficult for heno Tee flic was the viftino of 
her lady's refentment to another % her not 
thinking Ihe looI:ed well, was a, fure fign 
ihe wifiied fo to do; indeed this woman» 
whofe cunning was feldom to be exceeded, 
well knew Mr. Herbert had a powerful ad- 
. vocate in the breaft of Cecilia, and an. in- 
different fpeflator might as eafily djfcern 
that faw him with Anna off his guards 
where all his wilhcs lay. 

This, therefore, was Mifs^ Edwin's rival t 
flie was more, Ihe was the identical Anna, 
who foirie years back had rival'd Madame 
Frajan (for it was that very lady) in the 
B of Colonel Gorget, the all accom- 
plished y 
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plifheds and who, as fist had injured, it 
was impoflible fit could forgire ; befidca 
the gallant Colonel, though now a Bartm, 
a man of title, was no cbangding. She 
had at different tjmes pud her refpefts to 
him, and as often received the compliment 
of one pound one, but never without re- 
gretting the lofs'of his little flame. Two 
objefts, therefore, immediately offered 
themfclves to her view, — intereft and re- 
venge;— what French ///« de tbamtri could 
rcfift either; 

• Lord Sutton, but perhaps my reader 
may here accufe me of inconfiftency, 
having once introduced that gentleman as 
» character univerfally defpifed, we ihoulS 
at our rc-acquaiotsnce find him graced with 
the favour of a virtuous Prince. But uni: 
heard of as it may feem for fo defpicable a 
character to be made a Lord, I entreat my 
readers to give credit for its veracity. In 
truth, the Colonel was very rich ; fome 
^rifling, occurrences in bis pafl life, under 
the lignature of Gorget, were not fo plea- 
. fiag CO recoiled in their confequencesj the 
name 
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oanic was famous, it was rather tat well 
knowa :-r4i^ therefore, fome how or other 
by dint of his intereft with Lady WaldroD, 
got Baron Sutton added to his confequenee, 
whereby in public luatters Gorget was for- 
gotten.- - 

It was this very perfonage whofe ad- 
dreSes were rejected by Lady Edwin for 
her daughter, on account of his father*! 
pbfcure original, and who found in her 
fortune and connexions &\\t fuch attrac- 
tiom, that he had got Madame- Frajan into 
the family to forward once ni6K his appli- 
cations, which, if rejei^ed, he intended to 
try his influence with the lady, for a trip to 
Scotland t yet, though fhe was young 
enough to be hi$ daughter, it did not kU 
low her perfon was, as he pretendol, hit 
ultimate objeft ; MadanK Frajan knew to 
to the contrary, and if Ihe had not been fo 
certain of that, tlie improved perfon and 
graces of Anna would have decided her 
opinion. She had feme other reafbns, 
wKich will appear in the courfc of this 
' 'fl^ory, to hate the fight of our heroine) 
liie. 
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ffie, thrreforf,' fijflfered Cecilia to Tent her 
rage, till again tears fupplied the want of 
fcvehge. 

It was then the fly Frajan entreated her 
pardon for having unwillingly offended 
her, proteftcd her unbounded regard and 
refpe^ for fo fweet, fo amiable a lady, 
which ihe flattered herfclf ihe Ihould yet 
be able to prove, and begged her forgivenell 
for a queftion that might appear imperti- 
nent, but which (he fhould give fuffieient 
reafon for alkin'g ; and with great humi- 
lity begged to know how long fte had 
known the young woman Mr. Herbert 
feemed fo fond of ? The queftion was an 
irritation to the rage of her foul— Name 
her not, fald fhe, (lamping, one houfe fhall 
not bold lis :-^tbis was thecue her wolnaa 
wanted. 

Nor need' it. Madam, anfwered ihcj is 
this then the Mifs Manfel Lady Edwin is 
fo wrSpt up in ? an impoftor, a thief! — Miia 
Edwin was all attention, her rage fubfided, 
and ths woman reftored tb her favour, by 
repeating to her the hiftory of Our heroine ^ 
fo 
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Co mixed with fa^s, ic was difficult to ie- 
parate the true from the falfe : what the 
rtfolutions formed on this otcafioo were, 
will be feeo in their confequences. 

It happened that evening was Lady Ed- 
win's grand rout, and Anna> who was now 
perfectly acquainted with a poUte aflembly^ 
ufually,did the honours ; receivingthe com- 
pany in Lady Edwin's place, who wai 
much better pleafed to fit to cards, when 
Mrs. and Mifs Herbert were of thofe par- 
ties. Patty, whofe love to her friend, 
quailed her defcrts, generally kept pretty 
clofc to her. — Herbert diping with Edwin, 
and Mr. Stanley being engaged to be withSir, 
'William on family bufinefs, gave Cecilia 
a pretence for requeuing to be indulged 
with the company of Mifs Turbvitle, aiid 
dinner in her own apartment. * 

Mrs, Herbert, dropping in, in the morn- 
ing, begged Anna might gq home with her, 
Iffhich Lady Cecilia (he more readily agreed 
to, as they were to enter on matters relative 
to the fcttlement, and it was not necelTary 
an unititereUed perfon fliould be prefent. 

As 
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As foon as they got to Bond-ftreet, Mrs. 
Herbert, whofe aching heart always fat on 
her brow, left Anna and her daughter to 
themfelves : the intended wedding in the 
latnily, and the finery and Ihew it would be 
attended with, for fome tittie engrofled 
their coaverfation ; Charles and Cecilia na- 
turally fucceeded : Patqr obferved the great 
alteration in her cbuHn, and added, that ihe 
feared Charles would prove an ungrateful 
fwain, for flie was fure that kind of woman 
was not the one for him ; indeed, continued 
fhe, I have reafon to think he is ftrongly at- 
tached, but where, or' to whom, 'I cannot 
tell ; and if that (hould be the cafe, Mama 
will break her hem, as both families de- 
pend on its being a match -, Lady Cecilia 
is fo good, flie waves all thoughts of for- 
tune, in conGderation of the family interell; ; 
and though my coulin has taken fuch a 
foolifh turn, you know Ihe always loved 
Charles, and he her: — I thought, faid 
Anna, he had been her declared admirer 
everfince Ihavclcnownthem, 

Why 
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Why as to that, anfwered Patty, I believe 
my couHn was rather too fanguine in her 
ideas, of his love ; however, I hope in God 
it will be brought about, for F^pa goes oil 
uluch a rate> we.bad.oeed have nobody- 
elfe to vex us.— What reafon hare you to 
doubt it, my dear i why fhould you fufpe^ 
he has an attachment ? . 

While Anna aflted this of har friend, 
the lituation of tier mind may be guefled ; 
I'll fiiew you, fiud Patty, drawing a laylac - 
breaft-bow from her work-ftand } t found 
this on his- bed this morniogi when he was 
gone out, Mama and I weot ioto his room 
to look over fome of his things, I caught 
it up : he returned very foon in a violent 
buflie; did not afk me for it you may be 
fure, but his man told Betty he wore it 
tied to a firing round his neck, and had 
done fo a long while i and,'- — looking in 
her friend's face at this period,, ihc faw her 
pale and agitated ; the alarm this gave, 
put the bow out of her bead 

Anna was indeed ill ; all that Mifs Her< 

bcrt faid had affcfted her.— Poor Mrs. 

Herbert 
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Herbert, deftituje of ,aExy other confolation^ 
robbed of allcomftirt. but what centered 
in her fon, and' his ellabU(htnent, how 
could hcnfe^QOi heart give, way ,to wifhes 
that w«Suld CQuAterafb the only hope of 
fp , good, a~ woman ; even Fatty hoped 
^n God it would be brought about— « 
How could ihe (was there no other ob- 
yeCtipp)' hcn^ heFfelf to give pain to the 
gentle, the cndeariag Patty ? r— but when 
the bow ' was ptoduccd in f;vi dence of her 
fufpicion, Ihc could DO longer reprefs or 
conceal ber emotions ; it was with difficulty 
Ihe concealed her feelings f and, unable ta 
continue . fo interefting a ; converfationa 
begged to go honie : with great reluf^ance 
Ihe was fufiered to leave them ; and Pattj^ 
engaged, if her mdirpofition continued, to 
fpend the evening in her apartment ; if {he 
was better, they were to meet in LadyEd- 
win'a.drawing.room. . ^ 

Without acquainting any body of her re- 
return, Anna flew to her room the Bi(»nent 
Ihe got to Grofvenor fquare, and having, 
lockei^ the dgor, as if her thoughts could be 
fccn, whifpcred toh^r fond, throbbing heart; 
— if 
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— if Charles Herbert loved the owner of 
that bow, then was Anna Maa&l the happy 
objed: of his attachment ! 

It W2S hers, dropped, as I have related, 
the wedc bcforelhe left Llandore. Pleafure 
filled her bofom, and joy throbbed in her 
Jicart ; flie was now fure Charles loved her ; 
in that idea all thoughts of forrow wece ba- 
nifbed : and, I muft own, to the difcredit 
of our heroine, not one of thofe very fine 
arguments Ihe had made ufe of to Edwin, 
and which might with equal, if not greattr 
propriety, have been urged to Herbert, pre- 
fented tiiemfelves to her recolleAion, fave 
the efie£b on his mother's peace. 

Her bow tied round Charles's neck, 
was proof againft all the efibrts of reafon 
or prudence; and fhc indulged, for the 
firft time, a certainty of being dear to 
him : but whence ,that coolnefs on his 
toming to London? — No matter j — 
if really cold to her^ the ribband would not 
that' very morning, have been of fuch im- 
. portance. 

Thui, 

D'5-,z,t.b,GOOg[C 
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Thus, happily reftored to confidence 
in herfelf, fhe beflowed more than ordi-' 
'nary pains in adorning her perfon ; for 
though Herbert bad taken leave* as the 
two young men were to dine t<^ther, 
perhaps, in the courle of. the evening, 
they might drop into the aflembly. 
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The mguardtd A^meitt, 

Lady Edwin knewnot of Anna's re- 
turn, till, lovely indeed, Ihe attended in 
her dreffing-room, previous to going down 
to receive the company. 

" You arc fo charming to-nightj Anna," 
faid Lady Edwin, " I defpdr of prevailing 
on my daughter or Mils Turbville to treat 
you with conimon good manners i but let 
not that difturb you, the wedding will foon 
take place, and Mifs Edwin will go for a 
time with her new fitter; I give you my 
word, the envy of little minds will never 
hurt you with me." 

Anna gratefully thanked Lady Edwin 
fbrfo kind an alTurance, and regretted her . 
lofs of the young Ladies' eftetm ; faid (he 
could 
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could not charge berfcif with an aft that 

ought to have that ef^A. 

" Look, child, in the glafe,** tnfwered her 
. patrooefs, " you will fee a very good rcafon, 
one that vill find its way into the bofom of 
every young lady on my lift to-night." 
. On thcfe happy teniw, who could fore- 
fee that this was the laft night {he Ihould 
fpcnd under the roof of fo partial a friend? 

They entered the drawing-room in the 
greateft harmony : Mifs Edwin's return to 
town brought many young people of both 
fexes of the firft faftiion to the aflcmbly } 
-the great Welch fortune was an inducement 
to the one, and the el^ant ftylc they lived 
in entitled them to the acquaintance of 
the other. 

The beautiful miftrefs of the ceremo- 
nies attrai^ed every eye ; a plain white 
luteftring with black flowers, fancied in 
the moft fimple and elegant tafte, fet oif 
her fine completion, and her tout at/entik, 
was, indeed, ftriking ; innumerable were 
the compliments paid at the fhrine of 
beauty by the few on whom it bad power, 
H 2 while 
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while the two fair friends in the elrclc 
they fat were exhibiting their witty talents 

. at the experice of an innocent woman, 
whofe heart was warm in eveiy good wiflt 
towards them. 

As Ihe flattered herfdf, fo it happened; 
Kdwin and Charles came in about ten ; the 
jndifpofiiion of Anna, (whicli they heai'd 

. m Bond-ftreei;) carried them into La<fy 
Edwin*s drawing room. 

Edwin rallied her on her pallid looks, 
and begged, for God's fak?, Ihe would be 
ill again. Anna told hipi, fmilingi there 
were ef<i in the room that wduld not for- 

, give him if his were diverted from their 
proper obje£t, dire^ing hinij by a glance, 
trom her fine eyes lo Mifs Torbville's 
party ( tjut, reader, guefs, if it is pofli- 
btcj her aCtoDillimenr> when She faw, 
playing with Mifs Edwin's fan, molt fu- 
perbly drefled, her old friend Gorget, now 
Lord Sutton, ^ 

Had a gorgon faced Jier, the efl^cft 

could not iave been rtrofiger : her colour 

changed, and her tremour was fo vtfible, 

that 
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that Herbert, who was near her, obferved' 
it, and begged 0>e would fuffer htm to 
attend her into the bifaer room for air.' 
Scarce knowing what Hie did, (he com- 
plied, and he had the happinefs of fup- 
porting in his arms, fonie monaents after ' 
Hie got out, the wdman he adored. 

In this fond moment, unguarded by 
caution or prudence, he befought her to 
lean on him ; her hands were, alternately, 
ptcfled to his bofom, and he addreflfed 
her by the tendered appellations.:— <his be- 
haviour alarmed and difplcafcd her; and 
having drank a glafs of water, they bctfi 
aitempted to recolledl their fcattcred 
thoughts. Herbert, however, had gone 
too far to recede ; he therefore intreated 
her pardon for a difcovery her fituacion 
had wrung from him, and eloquently 
pleaded the force of a paflion he neither 
cxpefied nor wifbed to conquer, thougb 
he knew it was hopelcfs. 
- Anna, who could ifirerpret this to no- 
thing but her dependent fituation, an- 
fwered haughtily, he was perfectly right, 
H 3 ani 
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and immediately left hinov More wretched 
and more conBrmed in her Love for Edwin 
than ever, he returaed co the company 
pale and dejected ; and only llaid to make 
a paffing bow to Lady Edwia and the 
young ladies. 
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Difgrace. 

On Kcount of bcp indifppfition, Anna 
fenc an,excufe to her patronefs, vibo re- 
turned a friendly injuntftion on her to be 
careful of herfelf: (he paffcd a very reft- . 
lefs night, an unaccountable dread fetzed 
her fpirits, though innocent of a thought 
of o0Vndi[)g human being; &e feared 
fhe knew not wHat. — ^Juft as ihe was kav- 
, ing 
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ing her chan^ber, a packet was given bcr, 
diredled to Mrs. Herbert, by Lady Edwin's 
woman, with ordcrS to deliver it imme- 
diately. 

This coinmand was as exVraordinary as 
it was new j ncvertliclelji as it was her part 
to obey,. (he walked toBond-ftreet. Mrs* 
Jicrbcrfwas not up, and Patty watgone, 
on a fudden whim, to Richmond, with ' 
Charle$> who nuade it in his way to call on 
a widow fifter of his father to dinner; 
flie fent up the packet with ctffire to 
know if there was an anfwer ? Aftef 
waiting an hour, Mrs. Herbert came 
down } but inftead of the cordial, warm, 
Kception, (he had been ufed to from thac 
lady, a courtcfyliarfi*y perceptible was all-M 
file fat down. 

FoQf Anna coul^ not fpeak,at firfl ; but 
vhen Jhe could articulate, begged, for 
God's fake, to know the meaning of fuch- 
' a dreadful folemnity •, Mrs. Herbert pul- 
led out the packet, and, opening ir, 
look-ed at her very earneftly, and demaixled 
■ H 4 ■ . how 
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how long fbe had afiumcd the name of 
Manfel? 

Nothing had ftruck Anna, at cheBrft. 
appearance of Mrs. Herbert, but that Ihe 
had difcovered her artachment to Charles ; 
her countenance, therefore, brightened up 
at this quellion, confcious of having no- 
thing tobluQiat inthethangeof her name, 
ihe immediaKlf told her. 
' *' Did you wait on Mrs. Melmoth ?" 
■ " As to waiting on her," Anna fald, 
^'flie (hould have been proud to render 
•'her any fervice in her power-, but (he 
*■' had not been a fervant to her." 

" You left her in difgrace, child, I 
^ think t" "I am, to this moment, igno- 
" rant what my offence was." 

" There," (aid Mrs. Herbert, with a 
folemn fteady voice, " is half a year's pen- 
•* fion from Lady Edwin. Mrs. Manfel 
"did ill in introducing you to our fa- 
" mily ; I am forry.Ievcr knew you ; I 
." am, at. this inftant, concerned more 
*' than I wifti for you; have you any 
*' friends in London ?" 

Lady 
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' Lady Cecilia .herfelf had not more 
laudable pride than Anna. Ferfe£tly in- 
nocent of any one aftion that could preju- 
dice cbofe ladies fo much againft her, and 
hurt as well at the matter as the manner 
of her difcharge, ftie retreated from the of- 
fered money* and to the queftion of, 
" had flie any friends ?" anfwered, ** It 
*' is not, madam, for an orphan, who has 
" no connct^ions, natural or acquired, to- 
** boafi of her friends j few in a more ele- 
*^ vated ftation abound with them ; it ii 
" enough .that you, madam, muft be c^f- 
" tain I have enemies — you perhaps know, 
" though I do not, to what length thefc 
•* have carried their unprovoked malicei 
" If I have defcrved to be difcardcd in'- 
" in this nwaner, I have no claim to .the 
" money you offer. When I am told of 
" what I am accufed, I will try to acquit 
'* myfelfv till ihen^ I have only to pray 
" for yours and the^ family's happincfs." 

This faid, with am air of injured/pride 

and innocence, fbe was- goings, but recol- 

Is^ing herfelf, "aflced if Iho was to re~ 

I H 5 " turn 
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** turn no more to GroTreaor fquare, how 
** flie was to get her things ?" 
. " They will be lent where you ^refl," 
anfwered Mrs. Herbert. 

On which &c ftt down with her pencil, 
as the only place ihe could recoiled, the- 
jnn where the Brecknock fhige put up. 
On her arrival in town, and leaving the 
houfe, called a hackney coach,, threw her- 
felf into it, and bid the nuan drive to 
WhiKchiipel, where the j^ge fnmi Dal- 
ton's village flopped i being juft in tim^ 
ibe immediately proceeded to Layton, 

The whole tranfaftion had been fo fud- 
dcD, and fo unexpeAed, that Ihe could 
fc.arce credit her fenfes, or believe fhe wax 
now on the road to Laytop. One com- 
forti indeed, oflfered itfelf— Ibe had not left 
Charles Herbert behind. On recolteaing' 
and putting together drcumftanccs, flie 
concluded, fhe muft owe to Colonel Gor- 
get's ill will this new misfortune} but 
what could provoke him to this innterate 
perfccudon of her .Ihe could not imagine, 
except it was the difappoianKQt of hii 
wicked 
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wicked anempts tm her when quite a child; 
yet the time was fo ihorr, from that fhe 
had paned with Lady Edwin, on fucV 
very cordial terms: She could not conceive' 
the rnethod he mud have taken to work 
' fo quick a ruinj fhe thought and thought 
. again, and the coach ftoped at Dalton's' 
door before ihe had pleafed herfelf in her 
coDJeftarc, 

When Dalton faw her and looked in 
' her dejeAed countenance, he exclaimed, 
** What, the bad -money returned." ' 

This falufe in her prefent firuation and 
flate of mind was too much ; her tears 
moved Mrs. Dalron, who received her 
very kindly, and begged Ihe" would not 
make herfelf uneafy j that fte would be 
always welcome there. ** Ay,' ay," faid' 
Dalton, *' for a while, foflicfliall, but it' 
" is time Die knew how to get herbread."^ 
This was her own opinion; but hbw it^ 
was to be done, was the point. Spight of 
herfelf, fome latent hopes would arife that 
fhe might, one day, be united to Charles, 
and in that cafe, would the proud Cam- 
H 6 ' briaos 
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bruns of his family ever acknowledge a 
raanruamaker or a milliner ? What, then, 
could Ihe do ? She could think of nothing 
elfe, and Dahon fttll harping on a trade,. 
Mr:. Dalton faid, that as Peggy yrza now 
out of her time, and in buCnefa for her- 
felf; Anna might try a little with her firft. 
To this flic made no objeaiob, iWien ftie 
ftould arrange her litde matters; during 
which period, flic told i:he greedy Dalton, 
flic would pay for her board j that Mrs. 
Dalton pofitively refufcd. 
■ Anna fent for htr things, which were 
left, as flie direfted j when they were de- 
livered at the door, her heart funk ; flic 
had hoped either letter or mcflage would 
have accompanied (hem, that would give 
ibme Ught into what had been her offence, 
or, perhaps, an invitation to return: two 
or three days elapfed, and no. news from 
Grofvcnor fquare, or (what wa& wtitfe) 
iiQta Bond ftceet. 
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J^he Correfpondenci, 

A HE fourth day Anna received the foU 
lowing billets : 

<* When laft I faw and pleaded the caufe 
of love, awed by your frowns, and filenced 
by your peremptory commands, I feared 
I muft for ever drop the rapturous hope of 
poflefling the lovelicft of women ; hut you 
vrill now, perhaps, hear that from reafon, 
paflion darft not plead. Any fcttlemenc 
in my power to command is yours i fa- 
mily, friends, even country, thall be ia- 
crificed to the wilhes of my charming 
Anna, whofe name, 'In future, fhall tie 
that of her adorer, if (he chufes toafTume 
it. Write to me, I befeech you i I need 
not put any other fignature than that of 
the 
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the man who moft loves : you will recoU 
left whom. 



BitLZT THX SfiCOkO. 

** Madiun, 

** It was with difficulty I traced you fo 
as to receive your addrefs : the tranBenC 
view I had of you at Lady Edwio's af- 
fembly, gave me hopes I ihould have an 
opportunity of offering you any feivice in 
my power, as thefriendfliip-I felt for you 
at Mehnoth Lodge h ftill fre(h in my 
memory. 

I was much furprized, 00 Inquiring of 
That lady, this morning, fo hear you was 
difcharged the family. I do not mean an 
impertinent intiuiry into the caiife, biit 1 
dcGre Mifs Dalton will honour me with 
any commands that may be acceptable to 
htr, in the power of, madam. 

Your mofi obedient 

Humble fervant, 

SuTTOlt,? 

, Google 
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BiLLST THE Third. 

" Ah! my dear Anna» whac can youf 
Patty iky to comfort you under fuch cruci' 
mortificadtMil You need not tell me you 
arc innocent i hov litde do thofe kaowf 
you who can think otherwife ; I long to 
fee you, but am forbid by alt the family; 
poor mama bears the blame 'from every 
body — how he came by it -I do not kriow,- 
but my coulin has a direfUon which ho 
(gqft will find you, if it doet, pray write 
to your , 

P. H. 

" P. S. You muft direft to me under 
cover to Mr. ^dwinj he is your ftaunch 
friend and advocate." 

Indignadon at the two firft of thefe notes 
gaveWjiy to pleafure at the taft; tears of 
gratitude filled ho' eyes — - *' Sweet friend,' 
dear prl," flowed from her lips-, Ihe re- 
ffjved to anfwer that imrocdiatety, for two 
reafonsi one was, flie winiedco oblige • 
Mils 



■«6o ..ANNA. 

Mifs Herbert; the other, Ihe longed, to 
know what (he could be accufed of^ 
yet how could the approve of the means 
of correfponding Fatty propofed } as little 
9S flie knew or fufpefted of the ways of in- 
trigue, it was plain, directing to Mifs Her- 
bert, under Mr. Edwin's cover, would give 
him a pretence to vifit her, an honour by 
no.means defirable in his and her prefent 
fituation; for did he not profefs to love 
her, a profeffion injurious to the peace of 
the lady he was about t<^ marry, as well as 
infulting to her own honour; yet haw elfe 
to write to her friend, fo as to prevent her 
laying under the difpleafure of the family ? 
And if Ihe did not write, would her fflence 
liof give Patty an impreffion 6f her ingra- 
tude — it was impofllblei could (he otlier- 
wiie find out of what crime flie had been 
accufed, oc by whom, or coald ftie by 
any other means ever know aay thing of 
Charles ? The laft thought decided the 
point, and the following Ihort note was 
dilpatched:. 
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" To Miss HlRBERT. 

** May you ncTer^ my' deareft friend, by 
being iQ diftrefs, experience the ktQd of 
joy your note gave me; yet 1 do not ap- 
prove of this means of thanking you — Of 
what am I accufed i only tetl me that — I 
cannot wifh to engage niy friend in a cor- 
reTpondence which muft be bUniable in 
her, as being forbid by her family; but 
that one favour, till better times, is all I 
alk of my Patty, who will forgive the de- 
clining any farther ufe of Mr. Edwin's 
friendfhip, to ber ever grateful and aSec- 
tionat? 

Anna." 

Having wrote this, Anna fet hcrfelfin 
earneft about thinking of future fubQftence; 
although Dalton's harfh ezprelTions hurt ' 
her-, yet (he could not in juftice difapprove 
them i flie faw his large family, all of 
whom were now getting their own liveli- 
hood by the laudable exertions of induf-' 
try — Peggy, the eldcft, lived with them, 
and contributed to their general fupporti 
Ibe 
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the had a great deal of vork^abctut the vil- 
lage, and ic being now fumtnerj when mofl: 
young folks, in thtf nliiddte line of life, 
tisv0 what new cloches tbey can afford^ 
was very full of bufwefs— the affiftance of 
bur heroine was ihc«fotc no lefs timely 
thftft acceptabk, and her natural cade being 
good, ihe very foon took all the trimming 
and ornamental part on herfclf; added, to 
this, her late refidence in the great world, 
enabled her to inftruA Mifs Datton in the 
fafhions moft in vogue^ whofc kmt in 
confCquence became fo ^reat, that tbe la- 
dies, that is to fay, the iradcfinen's wives, 
who, either by the foccefs of induftry, or 
a fpiric of prodigality, had country houfcs, 
began to empl<^ ftnd rfrcotnmend her to 
' ^ach other, fo that bulinefs came in very 
fiRf and Dalton, consequently, more civil. 

But the lacenc difeafe of the mind de- 
pends not on either fuccefs or difappoint- 
ment in the common occarrences of ]tfe> 
and pride had too great a IhaK in Anna's 
compoficion to render her eafy in fuch a fi- 
tuation. 

Lord 
L- .. ■..Coogic" 
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Lord Sutton's letter had excited in her 
no other emotions than thofe of hatred and 
contempt ■, Ihe was fure hts ill oiHces had 
a lecond time robbed her of her protej^trefs; 
and fo rooted was her. bad opinion of him, 
Ibe dreaded no evil but what fhe imagined 
would originate with him : his letter was 
therefore toffcd into the fire with the moft 
perfect fcorn and indifference*— and here it - 
ma,/ be neccflary to remind my reader, in 
Mifs Edwin's chamber fcene, which difco- 
vcred Annk to Frajan, the former was too 
ipuch taken up to obferw the latter ; her 
attention was divided between Cecilia and 
Herbert, or if fhe did, had not the (lighteft 
recolleflion of her pcrlbn during the few 
minutes flie was intheroom^^acircumftance 
tfUt will not appe^ ftrange, if we recolleck 
Frajan not owning herfclf married, rfie ap- 
p^ellation merely as a French waiting wo- 
man in all genteel families is Mademoi' 
Jclle only, and Anna being always in Lady 
Edwin's apartments, it was next to impof- 
fible, during the fliori time fhe contioued 
' in Grofrenor fquare, after Mifi Edwin's 
return 
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return from Bedfbrdlhirc, the could have 
any perfonal knowledge of her attendant ; 
io that {he could fornn no conje&ure of the 
author of her dilgracc in the Edwin family 
that did not point at bis Lordlhip. 

Many returns of the jioft and no letter 
from Mifs Hetbert — at length, wearied 
out with expcftation, and mortified with 
continual difappointmcnts, ftie wifhed to 
turn her thoughts to things within her own 
abfolute reach : and' though confcious Ihe 
had taught Dalton's daughter more than it 
was poffible^ could learn from her, yet, . 
tired with the father's continual teazirg, 
her confent was obtained to be bound for 
two years to the bufinefs, and he joyfully 
applied to an attorney to draw the inden- 
tuies ; hu«-ever, before this matter could be' 
completed, it was entirely put a Hop to. 

They were (that is, the young women), 
at work one morning in a room appropri- 
ated for that purpofe, when an uncommon 
rattling of coach wheels under the win- 
dow, and a loud rap at the door, excited 
their curiolity-, but what was Anna's fur- 
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prijie, to. fee Lord Sutton alighc from a 
fupcrb carriage; indeed it cook from her 
the power of fpeccb; and while Peggjr.was 
malting a thoufand conjofturcs concerning 
the objed: of this viftt, from a perfon in a 
coroneted coach, Anna was abforbcd in her 
own ideas, wholly unable , to compre- 
hend the meaning of fo unwdcome an in- 
truGon. 

Lord Sutton. was fhewn in, and Daleon 
inftanttyrecoUefted in the vifage of the noble 
.luord, him who had made four years before 
fuchalarming inquiries after Anna, feltguiliy 
and a^fhed, and doubting from' his fplcn- 
did appearance the day nf reckoning was 
come — Trembling and pale, it was with 
infinite difficulty he could mufter up cou- 
rage to aflc the flrange r's buGnefs. 

Lord Sutton, proud only of bis rank, 
riches, and fplendour, found bis vanity, 
highly gratified by the.^vifible confuGon of 
the poor parfon, who he fuppofpd was 
confounded at his grandeur. 

After enjoying fome moments with the 

api^earance of the mofl Gatety indifference, 

the 
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theconfuW he exdced, he cbaiiged at 
once the haughty Peer into the artful infi- 
-nuaciog'fycophant, mide tnany apologies 
to Mr. Dalton for his intruGon, which, ht> 
faid, was pccafiotied bjrhisde&re to fervc ^ 
ymmg perTon under their protection, who, 
though flie had been difcarded by a rck'- 
' tidn of his who had takt^n her v^tn very 
young, was, he prefumed, too well _edi>- 
caced to be capable o£ being uleful to an 
inferior ftate of life, and too handfome to« 
be ii(e in fuch an age as this from the pur-' 
fuits of the licentious. 

Mrj. Dalton, whofc heart had nothing 
wrong about it but what ihe derived 
from her husband, without the leaft guife 
in her own composition, was in raptures at 
this kindnefs ; fhe was re^dy to worlhip 
.him, and heaped praifes in the warmth of 
her heart, his told him he could never de- 
Icrvc — but whatever happy prefage this 
good woman's credulity gave him, he 
was not Icfs furprifcd than vexed, to obferve 
the hulband's filence (for he had not fpoke 
fince the fird lalutation) proceeded from 
fome 
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Tome other caufe tb^n.mc«e rerpc£t for hit 
Lordibtp. He, there(ore, addre0ed htm 
widi praifcsforhtsbumaniry to Antu, f» 
profirie, that, Dalom, confciout how lirth 
merit he could plead on chat accoiw* Telt 
himfelf mom hurt that grui&ed j and 
callous as wu h'u contcience, turned the 
many comptimehts paid -him to anirot^ical 
meaning. Undetermined therefore, in his 
ideas> he interrupted' his gueftj- by afking 
him bluntly, if he had not feen him be- 
Yore. 

Lord Sutton, although exceedingly dif- 
concerted, was too great an adept in hy- 
pocrify to fuffer it to be fecn. With an 
affable fmile he commended the retentive 
memory of the preacher, which ' he fup- 
pofed muft be of great advantage both to 
himfelf and his flock, and aofwered he was 
not miftaken, that he had felt the fame 
companion then for hi* ward he yet re- 
tained, and that in confequence thereof he 
had made thofe inquiries, which were i}f 
great troubk to himfelf, without (he ipoks 
it with regret) ferving the young lady. 
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•8 he, Mr. Dalton, poficiveljr denied any 
knowiedge.of her, a condud he muftxwn 
quite inexplicable to him. « And priyi 
" Sir," faid the ftill doubting parfoij, " who 
« may you be?" « My name, Sir^peihaps 
" (at leaft if you have read the l^ory of 
** the fuccefs of our armies abroad) you 
•* may have heard — it is Gorget — I had the 
,'* honour to command the army in the 
•• Eaff Indies ; my poor fcrvices his Ma- 
" jefty has thought proper to reward with 
** a titlej Lord Sutton, at your fcryict,"— 
The room inftantty became too fmall % the 
cringing Dalton, re-afliired no danger was 
nigh, immediately adopted the utmoft fer- 
viJity both of fpcech and countenance; 
while his wife, in endeavouring to dear 
away her litters, threw every thing into 
diforder. A Lord was a being in whofe 
prefence it was impoflible for them to fif; 
nor could all his condefcenfion prevail on 
either of them to take a chair, till he arofe 
himfelf and abfolutcly refofed to refume his 
feat except they favoured him with their 
company. 

: He 
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He thai infultjr begged to confiilt thcAr 
-on the meaos likdjr to be of lervice to 
'Anna, decbning ckeirfirft ofier of calling ber 
down. Dalton, who never for a mitaiettt 
loA-nght of his own tntereft* ex^nndico 
his LordOiip her prcfent fituation, and 
what he had phinned for her with hit 
daughter; adding, that as his Lordflup 
wM-fa Tcfy good and charitable, if he 
-would recommend tbenti to work for tbe 
great ladies of his acquaiatuwe> it ought 
-be the making of both* 

SQiton, with all hit caution, could hardljr 
Iwcpliis temper at this propoftl i he had in 
thecoreof Frajan todc large Itridn to pbce 
a'Frencb waiting woman of inlkmous priibp 
<ciplcs» in attendapcE on a young lady of 
£itbion tnd chvajftcr i but to take wi him- 
;ftlf«oic6ommend « couple of boaeft young 
'women ay nuatmrnidEen, — wlut cotdd tk« 
^fieNOw iMan ? Neverthdefi be leemingly 
«qiH<fced*7-one fitly objection ftnick bini ^ 
-h« £ud, he doubted whether Aona was not 
mote ^pnlified^thti ftaoon dbebadjull 
'left:; 'he feftred lb fedentuy a Ufle would 

Voi. U. I not 
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-not fait bee «4oc»WPy ayd as to tfaeir 
daughter, U Ihcmld be his ftudy to evince 
burefped: for the parent, by bis frieBdfhip 
:m the . cbild ; , hq >vo^ld ' recoipmend 

, iur, . whether Aiua.,<;ontinucd nith h^ 
«r not. 

This fet the matter in a new light. His 
Lordlhip was the beft judge j he had only to 
figmfy hiiplfafur^ to.chcfn, and they wcndd 

-<^ytetheutinoftioth«irpowerallhisinjuQ^. 
tiotiB. Mrs. Diltoo then repeated th^ mvt- 
tion of calling Anna i his Lordfhip bow^d 
Ids iKiht. . She. immediately carried this 
joyf^-.Qc^s to our heroine, not doubt- 
ing but Ihe would 1^-ipecfla^af but. tlve 
cold and contemptuous -cecepciofi of tbe 
grot friendflitp that waited her accepunce, 

■together ^vith her ablbluce. refg&l to go 
down, 4}nR0(t petrified thc;4Mwr wyaMmn 

■ lobat pot-go- down to a.-^r4i- ^t.i^if«pc 
of Ms pSeted 'fertwwB.>iwl^a(;^ou)dj.tbia 

. world come to I " Indeed Amu," coBi^nued 

-fbe. " I nercr till now could, credit what 

**Mr. I)a^09 b»s.ofcen feeo lA you .^yonr 

■.*:; ' ;.. - ! f ..r : , "Upside 



ANNA. 1.71 

" pride Willi ^ t>.c ^J** I-^m ^Cf/!^i come 
"down." ■ • , 

Anna, piqued at ^his' fpeecb, fit Cilent- 
ly to her wprk ; bjut on Mrs.. I>a)ton'> ftiU 
■urging her to go to his Lordlhip,. Ibe.i^d- 
denly .threw 'ic down, uid told her (he would 
follow her. This Ac did fronj.a.dpterm^- 
nation to let Lord Sutton fee fhe was not 
the dupe of his artifice, and farther, to con- 
vince him fbe was not likely to be^o/nefo. 
Accordingly Mrs. D^ton announ(;ed her 
intention, and in Ihe wc^t. '.Tran^^nt a^ 
was Lord Sutton's view of her at,tiio,3/Tenir 
biy, it had kfc her im^ge deeply rooted 1^ 
■his heart; the beautiful girl of fourteen he 
had never ccafed regretting the lofs .pf, and 
the vice which, reigned [iredoniinant in hi^ 
foul, was continually placing her i^pP9cncp 
and budding charms before hirn in p^ light 
too iccrptable to his libertine, jirinciples: 
but when the fame beauty, innocence^ and 
fimplicity again met his eyes, .^dorned witji 
every grace and accompUlhtpenc — when 
the fweetnefs and charms of hw poume- 
nsnce llruck him> more c»)^v^titig /rot]^ 
I 2 ' ' ' their 
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iSwir mittfrity, he fete, wb^lie had'nevet 
yet felt, s fincere paffion i , which m gnuify 
lie was determined it til events, be lb; , 
txptfncii or 'trouble what it VQtild. 

'$ni<n Aefiiir viffim, Ik now refolTcd 
never ra loft fight o^ appeit^d iteCon hiin, 
when he again beheld her, a tremour Inzed 
His guilty frame ; he heCcated and faultered, 
"but endeavouring to conceal by a low and 
refpeiftful bciw the difbrder of bis coonte- 
nante ; he paid her etfrnpliments on her 
fmprovemAits, which from any othet per- 
]bn might have flatttred the vanity of a 
yoang ttotnan ; but here refentment, it. the 
unprovoked ill offices and recolIeAton of 
die bale advaintage he had taken of her 
^nproceAed (Ute at Melmoth Lodge, 
vxre too ftroeg for a pltuGble appearance 
luid fine (\ieeches to do away i and the hum- 
ble fituafion in which he found her (b hi 
from mortifying or abaihing her, only ftU 
'nulating heir pride^ with a haughty air, ibe 
demanded his buHnefi. 

This' *as a reception the proud, yet 
inean, Dud was not pVepared fw ; and 

ftffOXt 
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tffiia hts a4nwnui(«i of tbe lovefy oltjeA, 
before him deprived him of all hi» guarcL 
and fonitttde-3 be faiow«ver attempted to 
(loft over both hit letter abd Ti0t» by al- 
lec^ng compa^oa aod.humaDicjr 4S hit 
motives for both. ' 

Ob ! ye (Uvine feurces of every comfort, 
to the dHtrefled, how were ye hefc ptofti* 
tiued to the worft of purpoles ! 

Anoi tbttaked bim i but as flw could 
fubUft iodependcnt of hu ofifered kindncTs,, 
infiftcd on dediniog that and every favour, 
from htm. Yoor youth» Madam, fud he^ 
and ioexpcrience of the wotld yeu arc to 
live in, is vicb me an i^oloi^y for this rcr 
torn tatbewarm^effufions of fnendlhipuij^ 
good will. I was once, it is tnie, fo onfor- 
tunate at coo&od the puiity of your ideas;, 
but afliice youticlf, Mils Manfirl, I waa 
then, as now, iocapabk of meanii^ you, in- 
jury: you muft allow for the prgudioes of 
education ; for the free manners in a maa 
the world not only difpeofes with, but even 
approves. I have been, I do ooc deny 
that Jam, a free Itvcr with sttgtOt to your 
I 3 fcx; 



^\ ^nWetiHg," thefefire, ' aTonej a pretty" 
g^Vli' I Wight; withbtit af 'farthfer th<Hig.fit,' 
6'ji tchififed'td fte^t a f^-kiflei; " ' 

'iHie indignation and Ihamc wHich filled 
iS'.B Ifferi and counreniaifce ofiAnna at thlV 
varniDied excufe, were too apparent notf 
tti ftrik^ fcim with cOnviGion of-fier'infcre- 
duHty^ ^ut tie'had btfier tnBs in view than 
l^eaking to her, it was at the Dalrons; 
th^V'helhad thE fattsftftion'to fee, cagft-ly 
credited his [jrofeffionlt^ inah's eagerly x:on-' 
aemnA] 'the coniSiifl of'theiir '-wal^tb'fol 
g?fcata man. ■■■'»'<■'_:- ^ . •" ■' '■ -'' 
■■"rlicK&tttieS he hatJ taken;, wTth* tHeiw- 
fult he' hafi offered her,-he wr.s veiycdn- " 
fc?(Suj would not bear'the excufes- he had 
made'l but tii depended oii'hcr'inWefty 
aiid-dcllifSfcy ftf ^er file'rirtl- ffe was. rights 
the iitjured and innocent was -now in her 
turn abaffied- and confufed J it was but for 
a moment iio*cver, her natui-al pride- and- 
integrityi reanimated' by tlie recdlledron of 
thtf diftrefs' this man had brtught on her, 
enabled her; whh a reje^ing moticHi of her 
fiandj to tell^im, if the world were fo tn-' 
' dulgent 
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jilgeiitJAfiich 4£Bons as he had been, 
guilty of, anid-'fueh' principles ai^hc pof- 
ftflia, it was tile (ineft: pla« for him, fflid 
the molt unfit for her t* figure in; fhe 
therefore begged be *ou1d iKurn to it, ail- 
diiy.ae wad totyfenOble of the obKgiitiona, 
flie was ah-eady uiider to him; pmiouiatly. 
talt mts, to wife to increafe them j and 
(iourtefying conteoipruoofly, withdicw. ■ 
■■ Every word and aftibh ioCTeafed the aiK- 
get and aftonifliraent ofthe Daltoasi wh<% 
fl>6rti the ittoraent he anooBnced hilnfclf » 
Eiotd, fet thflmfelvcs doWn'as made people? 
lieatready fiiltcying hi(iife4Pin a fat litinj, 
flitwith delight intklpating the aggiandife- 
MearoCher family thringhibis recommen- 
dltioii, and- having herfclf. ; no idea of 
bounded delicacy o^ ihforted honour, nor 
fufpcfting the open) candid, humane per- 
fen before them pf plotting the ruin of in- 
nocence,, could :noocon?pDehen'd £rpm.whaD 
tsadnefs : or ^Uy Aiina-..a!>ald tl]us..refule! 
focbldefirable :aad~advam^gcous offers, pfl 
friebdibip. ...Tberiide anfwets^c jetutned. 
deftroyed the.'caftlec. thoy \rere, building-. 
. ., :j I 4 and 
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tutd left traces cf difflppointnient on dtdr 
coanuaaacei much m<ire vifibh ibao on 
tbtt of cbeir victor ^ he knew bow la- 
ttice •drami^aithU difpofition in them. 
Mad witb an air at once of forrow and cfaa- 
gpo,: lamfcDttd the obftinacy of Annti that, 
put it oinxjt hia power' to gradff hi» owir 
«iflKS-.in ferviogber. However, KbdaBn»liuc^ 
he, tunuDgtoMrs.Daltont though hbftaid 
to meet untbankfalaefa vbere we knoir 
we de^e gratttudei fiiffer me to recom- 
nead ihia poor iU-ju(%ing yuiag woma» 
to 70W farther protcAion ; and fincti (he 
refufet my good will, peroiit me to requcft 
you will accept this trifle towaiidi dit. ck* 
pence Ifae muft be 4^ to you» a»d promitr 
not to make her acquainted iffiA it. Hnr*' 
iog faid duB he Aook hands i^ the Pav 
fim with great apparent cordSaKtf, and* 
ficppif^ into hit carria^, waa 00 fooner' 
Mt of ^gbt than eager to examine the qw' 
tents of a purfe that ftit £0 vtry refpe&ik 
bijr, Daltoo and hia wife retired to 1 litda 
inner roomi— twenty guineaa wai a fiim fuf- 
ficient 10 gtre force r» weaker attpnnentfr 
than 
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tban thofe ufed by Lord &itioii; -k ftt Ut 
in An nninrwerable point ei Tiew» it cfi»- 
blUbc4 their notions of hii gmwdfirf, and 
nrived rhe Itofet they bad formed fitao. hn 
acqoMatanee. 

After much dctiberation it mM tgned 
they fluuld join id perfoadiog Anna to 
wriee to ftith a iMbki friend, a& pardon fta 
kcT'ingraiittitlV, and im|^orc bii i«turntng 
Aivow. Acoordftigljr ^^ wtoc to berj 
and baiTing Artotted bU gDod«^ bbth M 
Aem tod her, gee the tfljftancc of tbeif 
dacrghier, aad alt (hne -befet her with or* 
guraenu utd entfeatitt, bf Ibotbiag Mtd 
threats, by fair means ot Jbuly .mth cq«t 
juccefi J Ah was too fenflbte 4if what wai 
righv and her principlet wne too jtfftly 
fbvndcd to (offer her ~ jiK^oieni B» W 
.biiAed where her honour was concemed-f 
flie faw wkh grjef he had found tlu weak 
fide c^ MrSv E)atton> and the wickodi one t^ 
herhnftiand; and that in confequoM^-A^ 
Buft expcft to be farriter perfecuted* |' •■ 

But as rapes, and carrying offby iwce^ 

lb gicBcndly sdaied m mocicm iioViliii- tikel 

1 5 not 
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Mi tieco put: of her' icadiogs, arid are 
thuigs th;^ ds nacofien Bappeo in real life, 
Ihe spgrebeaded w other danger from himi 
kidecd his age and feeble hat)i!C of body, 
were fecurides from chofe evtlyj .ifce (bm*. 
foir contented beK&lf. frith tippea to hear 
90 more, than frOm th«iDaltoi)^ of a man 
ifSt yAiom, aod. for -,)io. ,other po&it 
UvfA& Aie:.ielt ft real hati^, aod con- 
^tfe4.1ier scgadve to ,aJB. their argiuneitti 
q^t|}CH}faiffignia£;.to:dio£^t9qsb^feafoos. 
I^ei^apq -{he m^ be accufed - here of a 
blani^^ Tcf^rye ; but: cnie delicacy and 
fruc victue even feeU tbe.ftroDg^ft r^pug- 
t(M^( fothinlb'of* fnuch lef» r^pe;^, a{)ioai 
faoAiJc :to tk^ir teoets.; and it is ta thofe 
Vlh9; really '|wfle& that f;hant6sr a kiivl of 
htfmiUatJM.to. admit they have ever been 

,: But the grand accountof a life devoted 
-^ toyury and deceit prated on the inpt^ 
^cand unwary, wasnow to be, fettled bo 
the heart q{ Lord Sutton. 
^^-j^^el^at deportment, thecharmi of 
f))ij{h^iQC^ appeared the; more ifEcfi&iblc 
,;.3 . ' fiwii 
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fwtn tlir^i&iul^ that attended ]}» pMP-- 
fuk ; his ibul Ibng li^ttdcred eaUoiTs bf^ cOd- 
tij^ual guard of himfelfj and th^graii^^r- 
tup'Of^npt^ every incHriatioo ha b4d M': 
fcrfd'hipfeU'to ia^ujg«> iofftcult(es.w«a(r ' 
Cfif^aiid his pjerign-fo d|Qi»liMiced anc}!ia-'~- 
firm^that t)e was become ap antidote to that ' 
fex who had been his former prey, now 
Topeiyed impte^dns. ib«t deprived htm «f 
rtft a^.p^accr-^the more |)e refie^M* the.,- 
a«ore ardei^t was-tup pjrflloD— rhe curfed his . 
own pmripit^ncy at Mclmoih Lodge, and 
Snnly rcfolved to let no thoMght or look 
cicap« him sow. Co alaan pr, increafe her ■; 
^flilEC pf Jiioii aUihis thpugbtftiWfrebcnc. . 
ODXfac meaBs.of.attaitiiDgihe pofleQion o£v 
whac feemcd o^ceOary to bi» ciultencc. , 
How .to -coiBp^ diis de^rable p(»6t,.di(l- 
dot *^V«ff fP ^y «S-he wiihcdj btic tagive,-, 
upja^ defigp «nee Hotpi^, 101; leave- o^c> 
finptgon <^ ^;fud ov byipQCfify.4nc0jiyedi-^ 
iifovid bav^ hjijfi^'iSf new; ^ .thq BffSop , 
i^hi«l| iip^,4)l«t<fb« ipipd,pf Lffird SuupD.,. 
His. ar^ }&■ .,C9f^ili^^qiwi^ JFraj^p,^ 

16 (if 
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Cit tbtif BJ)shc be oOM ft) Am w« ooir 
withi iht power of iMri^ jofawd to dw 
•Rifioe he wm aoAitrof, be had no doiAc 
would be tU the foice be wtQwd with IMt 
turn md bis wifej but wh« method he 
fliould jkurfue to render Add* {f^epkioue to 
Ui deSreiy wu the ibing that moft pwaM 
him. 

It wu neceflkrf to fubdue her pride ■• 
■Well H Tinue i fo do tbli fbe muft btCoiM 
dependent on btm— hie UricfKUhip ffiBft be 
iadirpenfebly nece&ty te ber iiibfifteace. 

Agiin the ide» c( &lely derotiitg n> her 
his cbernting perfeiy revised, end with tc ■ 
lefelmiofi immOdiecelf to pkli e quarrel 
with a widow of ptea4o|( pcrfbn aMd laegr 
hxnSift whom poverty had induced to liAen 
t»hi« addvefin, nd accepted Ae pUee of 
■tiflrefi of bis town hoofe io the roooi at- 
a faigb-bred laAf who bed kft Uffl hi 
company with ar dtfcarded grooilK hit owtt 
pride bed made hisiidrefv (his wOntan ool 
with great d^ancei but as it tcqoifedar^ 
•e wril as attrafiloD, to keep alive ibe ap- 
fi iMO U of jpaBonia <be adWe ^fcer^^ aod 
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iag, he Mc no kM sf covogn ft>r her 
or ben I HKitkdiwftlhconU Imttin* 
a'kilid of Iphndkl aufinr. 
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ANNA in cht mcx tint itlaiMtD tte 
tetioella dlonghDkhoKceaAdtoKraeliir 
■ > 8< t tht arrictn; irwH impefibtc in & 

V*, wIm <ke cMtf mhtbitliMi woe tb» 
wiftt MidtH^Ntenof mdcfinni tltttcoiM 
MCoiflwritHm »annir]r hoofe, «f whkk 
I ikM* inM^may uLtsfliM^ IMk« 
Bgim 
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byarac ^hf; Jbt^te^ pf (:»»%. iJflatoii;*- i 

be ? She i« very hi^|#jfl[i<^fl»e 4ri|fles t» 
ekgant — Utooaccomptilhed and geoteel for 
a mantuaoialcer — Ihe has certaJoIy been 
fomebody's mtftrefs. A coroneted coach 
with a glariqg fuitc.o£attfodaiits, ftoppiDg 
above an hour at the door> with a gentle- 
man only in it, bipught fubjcA for cen- 
iiire and confirmation with it at the af- 
fembly of Mrs. Bibb.fQiS. - The f^me even- 
ing a very pretty> delicate young man, de- 
ligned by nature for a retailer of gauze,. 
but jumbled by.chaocc into a brandy mer-^ 
chant> as he wa» called, affured the ladies,, 
in the fofteft lifping tone imaginable, that' 
h« wa^ cen^n;.flv?. had be^n in high li^ 
for chat he had (ccd ber in a box at ttte ■ 
Qpfpa, when be and bi^fiftet (ayourtgladyl : 
thfo prTckiO. ;w<^- 1° tbcigtillpf^t whkk- 
'>i9»,coft&ffrif4 v;ith:the.9dd«tiQfl9 «f Mifs's : 
being/Drefhe .w^o^f .^.thofe boMwo-/ 
iqcDrvi^a.^^i^iM-Td^lfacw hcr.acRW;: 
t^:: nffHpejPit f^,,&Ri.:.^k. 'i;bU:.«Mnitit 
r.r 1 ' fettled. 
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Mr, but had pcncDsariop enou^ [o-dif^ 
CDTcr the tooCt ioaocent countenance- tlitat 
Bwr graced the crcvion, ft? ^ Q9«. oC 
the abandoned cafti— that one V». » 

Mrt.Wellcrs wasAe wifcofa oxrc^oA 
vho had letircd from trade with a deccn« 
competency, leaving an only, and defervii^ 
fon inpc^flion of his all,, which. wa«emr: 
ployed in procuring Ufa a foedngio a twik. 
of great reputation, where he vras at firft 
placed as cafliier ; his fobricty and atcea- 
tion infured hinvtbotfuccefs, and impowcied 
him to make tbofe returns to his worthy pfrt 
rents, their noble confidence in him '.de^ 
ferved : he married a woman of plain perfoft 
fad manners, iwlth an excellent heart, an4 
large fortune : they had feveral childre» ; 
and Mrs. Wellers law the gaodD<!ls gf hn 
own. difpqfidon, and the uaiver|al gpoA 
will 0ie bore the whole huiTiao;raqe, r^tblp 
rewarded in the particular profperity ofthcr 
ovtoi entirely at peace wich herfelf|.;aB4 
^tisfied ^sr^th t^ i;$i^ghuiflit ofim ««^ 
" , .. ' mind 
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AiM Mda^ons^ (be wu tlie lift «o1>»^ 
lievc iiff repera ibK eoold ii^ore or 
dMreft tB bdHridod, and the Srft to iU2* 
on em)r oectdMi ^ rio^kmng w abfent 

Mr. WeUci» had taken very niuctt latdjt 
to fireqaenting Mfr. Di^m^ diaprf, and 
dMug^ Iw had BO crimes o« of tlie com^ 
fDOflfnikieaof btmnn Mtnre to Tcpent of 
ifiimMf, betvatagroK encour^er oTreli- 
f^em praAiccs in tbofe who hod r ttte 
Doftor hin^trtf did not take more psina 
nft^ his hesTcrs riian Mr. Wdlen ; and 
^m hia houfe was CaibjeA to gu^ of his- 
^ptitual acqusiuMftce not very acceptable 
to bit wiAi i ROtwttbftandtRg, the f«-cet- 
aefs of her di^wfinoa made her give way, 
#ith great good humour, to ihofe little 
whims in • msn he had thir^rfourjrcir* 
tntinly loved and honoered ; and Aune- 
Ikon At had been previ^Bd on to go 
• chapdwidt htm. 

It washefeourheRHnebsd ilruck her;. 
■M indeed in ifie light the reft of the com- 
fmj M Aea heri. Str fch bcffttf FivpD& 



A. N N A. 185 

HeB^d in fiyo^r of thai beauty and Gmpti- 
tity iko thought (hone in her cpuntenance : 
and having, in the courfeof ecnpioying; 
P^^ Chiton beta frequently in oompan/ 
with her, Ihc immediately, and with no 
little wanntbk defended the condemned 
Aona^ I wiOi I could lay wubfucceia, but 
th£ Bat was gone out ; to be convinced by' 
arguments fupported only by candour and 
beaevoleocei againftTuch glaring crimes as 
youth, beauty, and pttverty* would be proof 
of a weak and yietdipg mind, few people 
chufe to be guilty of i and to recant an opi- 
nion formed on fucii ilrong g^uods, a 
condefcen^OR not to be ezpcded. 

The good Mrs. Wellera was nnt iijinon- 
dated by ha want of fuccefs j her thorougb 
kuowlcdgie of life, aodperfcft praOice of 
{xilitenefa, rendered her the leader oi every. 
thing elft in the village 1 but ihe had no^ 
ijower toepfisrce her ow;ji candid uidgeac^ 
tQua fentiinentt i yet aji, when once a clM•^ 
raifter wu attadked^ (he gave not up her 
point, while a poffibllity remained of d«- 
fcoding the abfent, Ihchad »« feldom the 
pleaTfire 
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pleafure of finding fcei'felrrc*a'rdcd'ForHer''' 

pevfeverance,'by feeing, with the 'iifi^nce' 

of a little time and patieiice'^ every doiiW 

fcmoved, and innocence cleared up. 

J' It'is 'rhJthtd fee lamcn'ted, flotwJtKiftand* 

ihg tftis is i circumftantfe which 'dkjiy hapi' 

. pens, it is ofieri'protrafie^'by'onetirfuCky* 

. accident or other, "till the caiumniators are 

either removed from the fpot-, or themfeives' 

iif the fame calaiiii^f 'trieyfd ufimercifuUy 

i^ifli'fted DO bthtfi-^ 'o'cheYwil<i'%meA'ini''- 

liit« iharhe might p^ih/'6^Hl^;f<ii jtiii* 

generaHdrantage ofiijankfndl' ' ' ' '. ■* 

**■ V?Tien 'this woirl^ wo^natj 'left Prfra;' 

Bibbio's, fhc4jcgaW to refol*t' in' hWoWft'' 

- mirtd'fte ffefreral crrCuttiftantes'fiie liad w- 

iWcd'to''c>c9it iii' H/e iour]re''(^'liet^_vi(ic. ' 

There was ccttJwnPf ' ftiiiitKing inorc iii 

Ae»ppi!arance of Anna than irt the Com- 

«*m run of young' wectfeiimAerfl'tnition ;; 

her'Sptfe; fo mudi' fi^ein^'ti'l^aTftin'i-- 

, daiigHtcraJ-'tither 'ttlroHy ctontrjlSiaea "Wii' 

■■aflCTtioni that he Had brot^llt' B^r'u^'^oa" 

", Parity, ■ or if tbat Was fo,- fpoke a myftery 
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m which ihe found htrftlf intercfted, and 
refblved to take the (irft opportiinicy of find- 
ing out. 

Anna, confcious of no caufe for (hame, 
faw hcrfelf ah objeA of general obfervaCion ; 
biit as ihe had always been thar, though 
from diffefciit motives, ■ it had tio other 
tffedt' on her thatl reftrarning her from walk- 
ing out, whenarecefs from work would 
have allowed her that recreation, _ ' 

Iihappetieid,' that the h«tc aiDfoingafte^ 
Mrs. Bibbins' rout,' Aiina was furprlzed ^y" 
another vifitor, as uneipedted/'arid' unde- 
fired, though riot qaite'fo'6dr6.us, as Lord. 
Sutton : this was Mr. Edwin j heVas Ihewn,* 
or rather Walked, into tlie'rOom, where .Ihfe' 
was at that momentr iii 'do'nverfation 'with' 
Nlrs.Wellersi hercrimfonM chceiiimmfidi- 
«cly directed the eyee of that defervlng 
wttman to the gentleman, in whofe counte- 
riancetHegreateft farisfaiStion appeared, and! 
whofe glances at our heroine ill accorded 
*ith his affirmative, on being aiked whether 
ihe might congratulate him on his marriage. 
Mrs. 
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Mm Wellers made an offer of going t 
but Aotii, who happeacd to be quite alone^ 
.and Twt chuling to be left with Edwin, in> 
treated her llajr, undeFpreteneet^expcd* 
jog Peggy Dalton, though fbe in reality 
koew Ihe was gone to town> and would not 
leturn till evening. CurtoCty added weight 
to her requefl} and the lady» to the vi- 
fible dlfpleafure c^the geotkmao, was re* 
feaied. 

He told Anoa they were juft returned 
from Bedfordlhirei that he had.fuffned, 
with great anxiety, any cDnftrajiit chat pre- 
vented bim from wailing on her ; aflured 
her he had fhared the morrificalioas^ had 
received from hs family, and, that ill he. 
could ctnnmand was at her ferrice. 

This very open declaration from *,■ nun 
vho acknowledged himfelf a bridqrrooin* 
daggered Mn. Welle»' good o|Haioo of 
•ur heroine, moie eipedally «s it vat re- 
«»ved in filence. 

. After a pwfe, Anna jnquiitd of tb« 
health of Lady ^wtn and facf daugfaten 

; r ..Cooijlc 
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The Utter, be told her« was ivith Mrs. 
Edwin, the former gone to Wales. 

*« Accompanied, I fuppofc," anfwered 
Aon*, " by Mrs. Herbert and her fzmWyJ" 
An afienting bow called up another btulh— 
Mry. Wellcrs had oow almoft given up the 
caule of poor Anna ; when (he was moft 
agreeably jtirprifed, after a fecond paufe, 
to hear her addrefs her vificor in a venr 
folemn manntr. 

She told him, however honoured ibe 
m'^ht be, by his condefcending k> take 
notice of a perfon who had been To a)ii» 
tcmptuouHy difmifled his family, Ihe muft 
beg leave to remind him, ttut the more 
destitute aod friendlcfs (he was, the more 
it behoved her to take care of what 
only ihe could call her own, lyhich was 
her good name^ " Far, Sir," conti- 
nued {be, ** be it from me to inGnuate, 
** the fon of my bencfaftrefs, a married 
" man, a bridegroom, would wilfully do 
*' any thing that could lead to a depri* 
** vaiion of that moft invaluable treafure : 
"but youmuit fo^ive me. Sir, ifX.re* 
**mind 
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** mind you of the utter impropciety of a 
** young woman of my rank receiving 
" vifirs from a perfon of yours-, in the 

.« predicament iii which I now ftand with 
" your family: ihould any officious tali- 
** bearer but mention the circumftance . of 
" your being here this mornings would it 
" not juftly offend ladies, for whom I have 
•* a Cncere veneration? — Pardon me. Sir, 
•* (for he was eagerly interrupting her) the 
" conclufion drawn might no lefs affeft 
**'your peace than my charafVcrj I therefore 
" muft beg to beexcufed feeing you, if, at 
*' any future period you Ihould take Laytoa 

'" in your way." 

This plain dealing was by no means ac- 
ceptable to Mr. Edwin, who gave Mrs. 

"Wellersa look of difpleafure, and intreated 
- Anna t9.favOurliim with five minutes con- 
ference. ' ' ' ' ' 

The rcqucft was refiifed as eagerly as 

aflted — He .mfiftcd on it •|-r'"SHs was iijl- 

moveable. ' . ' - 

Great as was his chagrin anddi'fappoint- 

'riient,. he;did' not chufc to' difcover half 
, ., "t ' " what 
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-what be felti be, therefore, riling, toldhe^ 
^ would cake fome more favourable op- 
jrartunity of. waiting upon her wicb his 
jajelfige .frorp, I^ift Herbert. ■ 
;-, -".Have you, then. Sir, any meffagc from 
j^* I^r, apd could . you . be fo cruel %3 to 
** detain it fo long — Alas! I feared Ihe 
** bad forgot me," anfwercd Anna. 

■"^h^ ftartipg,cear as flic finiflied the fen- 
tence, thrilled the heart . of Edwin, who 
,9nly ma^e.ufp of Mifs Herbert's name to 
gain bis, point of fpeaking to her> but a 
farther thought nqw prcfented itfelf to hini, 
-as jj ftfaf^acm by which he might get 
.Ijef fullyjin. his power/ he, therefore, in a 
3 cool, relentfu! manner]^,\vi(bed hera good 
jnorningi faid tieiaw. Qie was engiiged^ but 
hoped to be .mofe. fortunate in the nexe 
yifit h(;,had, the honour of paying her. 
, ,j.^^a^ %^'ou^d, now hayp wjfiicd to^detain 
,hin)»,f)u^ ^could.not.'prerajl'. on 'berfetf to 
mak^ any farther wtenjpt. , . 

When be got to the door, his fcrvaots 
had retired to a neighbouring alehoufe, 
^tucb the convenience of an adjoining 
** ' (bed 
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fted entitled to the name ef inn— Edwin, 
at no time a good mafter, now, that be 
faw bimfelf mortified* and his hopes 
founded on Atrna'i fituatton ib emiralff^- 
prdted, was In no faumoor to forgive this 
itolen^ Tcfreihment ; he IVore he would 
break the rafcals' bones ; and feeing ah el- 
derly decent perfon on the oppofite fide of 
the way looking eafneftly at bim> afked if 
'he had fcen his rcoundrels? 

The perfon» unaecuftonicd tofach a li- 
contc addrefs, gruffly anfwered, he was not 
tifcd to look after fcoundrels. 

Iiritaced at his 'words, and'-more (t hh 
manner, Edwin flercidy threatened to hoHcs 
whip him into beeter manners. 

The man, as much a ftranger tb a drub- 
bing as the fear of one, inftantly CfD0bd 
the way — Edwin, in the pride of riches 
and profperity j^igettlng that a breach 
^rte peace might fat^dft a man t>f the 
firft confequence to hiconvenlence) was as 
gpod as his Word, handibmcly mtiking ufe 
vf bis whip. 

■■ " ' ' tW 

L-' .. ■..Coo'jlc 
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"tht neighboiKhood, alarmed at fucli an 
outrage, to a pei>foD who unfoitunatdy 
■W9$ no Qm\1 favourite of the poor of the 
place^ eanne to his affiftanCe, and oiir bride- 
groom was foon in the fafecufto^ofc 
bleckfinifh, conftable, and his -aQiftaDt ft 
£o)lar maker. 

The perfoR he- had infuUed, to bis infi* 
nite furprife, proved <»te of the weakhieft 
men in that parE of the cos^n:/ ; one, who 
'wa6 above a pefiuniary coD3penl*ation» and 
whofe rage at the aff'ront as welt as tnjui^ 
wouldadmk of flo palliation. 

An ■aAioh at law he knew would be a 
mdans of putting the aflailaiit to an ex- 
penot; that, be could not fuppofe w(xM 
be an objeft to the young gentleman : be 
theiefoFe wifely determined to take him 
before ^ magiftiiace, and [volute hi» for 
-tbeaffault. 

£dWin« whofe upderilandit^ wascxcced-. 
~lng good, afld whofe knowledge of the 
la«|s and cuftotiis of his country bad not 
been>evai in his tour, negle&ed, faw the dif.. 
«gi>6e^e prci^sment in which lus p^ona 
-Vol. U K ha'' 
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had mVolved him* endeavoured to afluage 
the refefitmenc of Mr. Bently, but in vain; 
before a magiftrate he fbould go, and give 
fecurity to anfwcr his offence at the next 
quarter feffions. 

Ineligible as this, fituation was for a 
man of filbion, there -being no remedy, 
he got. fome of the bye ftanders to hunt 
out his fervants, not wilhing to return to 
Dalcon in fo difgraccful a fituation. The 
mea were foon found, and it was lucky 
for them his wrath had met fuch a fet 
downj he bid them follow, him with an 
execration delivered between his teeth, 
which was produAive <^ a frefli offence, 
as his viadidive adverlary immediately 
took witnels of it, in order to oblige him 
to pay the penalty for profane fweating. 
Never was poor young man of gallantry 
treated withrlels refpeft or cerennony, dur- 
. ing their walk to Mr. Juftice Strap'si the 
iron gate being unfolded by a fervanC it) 
livery, who was in Scrub's true expkaa- 
nation of his fervice, his twin brother j 
o^^part, indeed, of his bufineJi exceeded 
the 
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tbe Hcrculiui Ubour of Forquhar't origiftfllj 
fincc to the duties of gardener, ooaclimanj 
footman, and groom* was added that of decl; 
and prompter to his mafler; aJthosgh the 
fees of office were not part of his^eamiogBj :l 
hardfliip under. wbli;h he' was 'Obliged -td 
be content for many, rc^on^ xbc principal 
of which was, his having been a, tradef- 
man io the viliage at the citne his rAafter 
woi^ed. as jaurnoyma^ with a barbtfr in 
the fame place-; .andj 6y misfortunes it was 
neidier in.Jiia power. to forefee nor pre^ 
vent, gradually) reducing in hts circimn- 
flances in Um fiime prc^refiion as the fi^- 
tunate Mr. Strap had roie^ abd' at th£t 
period haviag a:wife and, i»a»\y>^6Be iht 
ipot, the £ud generous jufl'ice IUd''tjici:ti 
him in die above fererlU capabittes'^iit of 
charity, for which he allowed him eigHt 
Ihillings per weelc. 

By this gray-headed lervant or clerk, 
thcoj our party was ulhered into his wor- 
fliip's pretence. > 

Saluca!Uons, Bot. indeed, of tbe'moft 

friendly kind, pafii^ between hi»worll)i^ 

K 2 and 
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ftKi Mr. Bontljr, nbo «oM % fMo aatxet 
(if it£t talc, {xodaciag witsefib Co fop- 
poft las diarge. Mr. Stnp bad, there- 
$Mric, ngthkg to db but allc the dclinqueac 
wfietber bt htd any, and wbat baU to af« 
fcr,:vif be had not, anmtiniua, wluck 
■ Arftcdd wal ordered to produce, muft be 
filled up. 

Edwin yw much, better accounted with 
dte ]pOW<ir of Strap tbaiL. he war himfelf i 
Wd l)ftw>g (efficiently tooM'fince he of- 
fend ^ 6Sea<Xt be^ed to fpeak with 
both g^Ddemen witbbat other witncflea; 
he f(M|f)d .great difficulty auEoding this re- 
qUff^. Tifg.. Jafiic« Stfap "being a very 
jpUcf(^lo,p«i(bp,: and. by im meini capaUe 
of Wf^ ^^^ where it cmld be le- 
unied, add Me. Eently ftill finarting tm- 
der the wt%hc of his dariog breach d 
the law* of fociety. 
•i[fclfHg(^ boHeiw, tbe favour was 
{jn^t^i a^r the preeauticm on ihe fide 
of the m^ftrate, of a whifpcr to AFDold, 
whqi -haviag Old bis family and coimec- 
iwofi. ke made er^ wdtiMmkdgBineiit 
polBblc 
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fotShie for * ^eptlcman, and bficred any 
ikcisf^ftioa for the affront i tbU etxUtr^k'- 
ment bad a very difiTcrent cBfeflcn b» two 
auditors. T|ie jifftice forgot to enforce 
the neceflity of the mittimus, in the veiy 
great refp^ he profeOed for the perfod 
who was to have been, the objtft of it;^ be 
proteflcd was it bint, he Aould rather locA 
on the little pa^oaate tiply of ibcfa a man 
u a piece of good fbrtuoe tbaa otherwife^ 
as it was the rattans of putung it in ihia 
power to cofifec a^i ol^igation, wbertf it 
was the big^ fiqnogr to receive one;, 
and made no doubf but Mr. Beotly would 
be of bis opinion. 

•* Not quite lb faft, good Mr. Joftice,^ 
anfwered that genthman, ** fpeak for 
** youi&lf i you and I i«e tbU matter very 
** diflerently \ you, I perqnT^ art inctiocd 
** to pardon ;n Mr. Edwin, aftioos. that 
^ ** would ruin one of his footmen i as to 
*\tbe good fortUDC of a horfewhippiog fjom 
" a great mat),T--wby I wilh you bad it 
'* with all my hefrt ; IwjC J^ is not the 
**fafi tuneyou. and I have been of con- 
K3 «trary 
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~ " truy opinioBSt if .this man (for Z wiH 
'* not call- him gntUman) was of lefs con- 
" fequence, his oSencc would be lef 
•* likewife ; and was it not in his power to 
** injufe fbciety as mdch by example as 
^ prep^t, the particular affront offered 
*''ffiCf, Oiould not excite an unforgiving 
?' fpirit. 

: ** But here conies a great man, and, 
f* like your honour, (bowing to Edwin) 
*'' he happens to be oiit of humour about 

■ *' a wench* a hare, a card, the turn of a 
** dice, or fome fuch ttt^ortant matter : 
" well, he chances to meet fome inflgni* 
" 6cjn: fellow, whofe head bctrig happily 
*f frfc frp'm any fuch impreffions, is qui?dy 
".following his concerns on the King's 
"high road, .thinking nor meaning injury 
*''to any created beingi poh, fays the 
!' great man, you fiiall not tread the fame 
** gtoundj breathe the fame air, look ered, 
'* or wear your beard 'like me ; but why, 
*r ifnd'llke:your honour, (bowing again to, 
(^ Edwin) notbecaufe I am.better, older, 



J 
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" or wiferj but becaiife I am rithtr than 
•' yoo. 

•* That may be an incMitrovertible rea- 
** (on wiib you, Mr. Juftice ; but I 'am, 
'* as 1 dare fay you ihlnk, an odd, obfti- 
" nate^ old fellow ; and it gives me great 
*• pleafure juft now to ftand in the me- 
* dium between the overbcarince <^~the 
. •* rich, and the rights of . the -poor. If 
** ^7 groom, pteafe your worftiip, being 
^ a lufty young fellow, had laid »^ old 
^ map by the heels, I would have pa- 
** niflied him legally, or fent him into 
" confinement as an infane. Mr. Edwin's 
** front, to be fure,, has nothing wanting 
** iff it i but, neverihelefs, I lee there no 
*• ftronger plea to excite compaffion than 
^' in Dick Grovers." 

" Companion," anfwcred EdwiO' fcorn- 
fiilly; *' your age — " 

*' Ah, generous youth, would (hott 
f hadft befoTc remembered it," ar foorii' 
&lly retorted Bemly. 

"I fee," faid Edwin, ** every ctmcef' 

^ £pn but adds to your infolence." Then 

K 4 ad- 
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•ddreffing hionftlf to th« otiasjl^rtttr, 
mentioned the -difficuUy he wu »aier 
about bail, ts it \ta$ in the county of 
Eflez, where he could not recelleA aa in- 
dividual be knew. 

The civil Mr. Strip undertook to take 
c«e of every thing of that kind, ordep- 
log Arnold to flaod up for one, and' 
the.conftable for the cither. This being 
akljufted, Mr. Bendy retired, and Edwin 
acknowledged the poIitene& of the Jof- 
titt, and invicii^ faim to Fortman fquare^, . 
was, by him, mod obfcquioaOy ictended 
to the outward gate. 

He left Laytoo with the moft moni^- 
iog reflexions i fincerety did he conderalt 
the paffion, by which he had pat bimfelf 
in the power of fuch'a low-bred fellow, 
as he called Bently ; and bitterly did he 
curfe th* pride of her who occalioned It» 
Aot that he minded the law, but the ftory 
might get 'O^ihd, What excufe could he 
make for vifiting Anna kt all? Some terms 
it was necc:foy he ^ould keep up whh 
bis fatnily, and the little temaim of refpeft 
. he 
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he felt for hjf parents, -who 1[m; kociic 
would be miich Wt tx tbc idea «i ^i| be? 
icg earned like a felloa before a pe^ 
m^iAnte, DOC a lit^ dlftuibed him. 
Tlus ttaio of rcBedions brought lun» 
tuck to his fervaou, bo^i of vhom be 
ordered to be difchargpd the 4aftaot.h9 got 
lo town; they /£<n, bound by jw mte- 
left nor. awed by fear, told the whol^ 
affiur in the ferrant's hall; aoa,, before 
Bxi, it was a fettled thing f along Mr, 
]Edwin*s domeftics, tbattbeir nfi^^Jcepc 
Mift Manfcl. .! 

Mr. DalcoQ and his family, I >havc 
fiud, were out> the day Edwin was ^ the 
village; they were gmi^Jb; mvicfuion, 
tO:dine (where my mder ,wUl not e^peft 
to 6od tbem) withDolels a pe^foo thai} 
Lord Sutton I there the lp)eoqour, of (he 
fabric, m^iBcent fervice of yupkat Quan- 
tity of fervants, and rich . liveries* opened 
a-nev,wo;ld never feen or.fufpc^ed before 
.l^jrth^t. family^ .they TMae.firft-fMffiir^d tf 
m»\Xf in yiew. of riches that appeared endj> 
ki»t Mtt ttwir ideas qf <j^ owner wcje 
K-5 accom- 
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Accom^nni^ with an awe which iocreafed 
with each new thing tbaf appeared; and as 
i^eir WaiHng. was protrvfted for no other 
feafdo 'thih to give them impreffions fuica- 
hit to* his purpofe, his entrance into the 
room, with the mofl placid JTmiles upon 
his' cbuntenance, cordially fluking hands 
wi^fi Dalton, and faluting his wife and 
.'daughtff'} alffloft turned their brain. 

He immediately entered into a very free 
converfation with them, adopdng thar 
imsmier of difcouHe^, and gare them a 
^nner, abounding with every dclkacy 
the' feafon afforded ; to which was added, 
)he various fuperfluities, which, at the 
command of th^ rich, are taught to coun- 
t6'aft the law of nature, by bringing the 
blooni of fpring to deck a winter table, 
and fpreading it in fummerw'ith the hoary 
appendages of winter. The moft coftly 
vod d<^icate viands were handed round in 
a plenty aiid profufion, of which the 
humble vifitants knew not the name ; and 
the water, vainly> though' with the moft 
fcrvile refped; oflfcred to people, who were 
Grangers 
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firangers to the cbftom of uling it at table. 
-^A dcfercfic for the eDtertainment of a 
royal gueft followed. 

Wonder and admiration kept filcnt thofe: 
for whom fo much pains had been taken, 
and the uble would have been cleared 
without its being touched, but for the 
great, attention and folicitude of the noble- 
Lord, whofe police recommendation 6f 
each 'different fruit and confectionary driw 
tfa«m '. oiu; of their wonder into a more 
. J^bfliantial enjoyment. of the things before 
them.. 

, WTien the fmrants withdrew, having- 
impre0ed his guefls with equal ideas of his 
xichesj politenefs, and generolity, . he art- 
fnlly, by inquiries Into their ihcomej and' 
expreffifig. htsi fiirprifc: it was To- fmaU,- 
ilire4T><M]t hints of raasy diflerent ways by. 
it^iich it might, be enlarged. -*• Suppofe- 
BUton*aTeturii to the churchy as he had- 
conDfcftion, and, indeed he fiuiered himfelf, 
iatcreft with; fome of the firft. people/ in^ 
ythafc pardcalpr Kne'prefeDtations lay t in 
the mean white, till fomething couid bci 
.t ■ K 6. done,. 
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done^ lit nvft infift ba their aoeeptb^an 
flhniuty firom faim, be cavid oot bear i«- 
Mtniable a woman as Mn< Ddtm fliould 
fbdaiilitcMvaueDcettms ioiris power to 
prevent, «r fo worthy a man u her hnflnad 
wane any-frieodihip be oouU cnmaiaDd.: 
AndbnJngnadeiuTchisway, bejiow veaw 
turedto mention their wardj he^icTcdiier 
pride and obflinacy dtfpriTcd htm of the 
plesfiire of dang bcr a twofold fervioe^. 
that of aifiQing herielf, and that of idieniig; 
^cm from the burden of fiipporting her f 
aflud them irhether they could tell ow 
what ofccaSon fite had been dimtfled X^ady 
Edwin's family. 

Mrs. Dalcon's anfwer was confift'ent with: 
truth 1 fhe lamented Anita's obftinacy in 
refufiog liis favours, which he was giienred 
ihe ftiU perGfted in, tboi^h fbc had na 
fiiend elfe in the world j as to be :Etne, 
thou^ fhe pretended to be ^oi!ant:.f>f;tlie 
<;auCr by which fhe had lo$ the pratefiian 
<rf the Edwin family^ it was. to be fiippoM 
kd Mr. Manicl woidd kIo^ their tefW 
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' DiUxoai I hire ib&edned ■my xeider, 
wsotcd iat cnDfiiog ttr penetttttioa ; AA 
depiwrizy of his own pdnctides 43Mde Uoi' 
dealer fighted than Iw 4rtfe, :tbe latdtr ever 
ooaSdc^ in theappeariaceof fiaodam;.«id 
beliehed airprOfeiffidns ntdrfaer nidtdw 

' filntDn i^pcsicdto her nfire ifhui '"'^i^ 
Titlt £ucfa ponen, and fiich JDdiniuicn to 
be -of Ipnnce to Individmla, fo)kdepride» 
and ii^ mud) faunuqiiBT' bleiKkd in ode cha>^ 
r^Siti^' was To diffetcne to maj tUag ihe 
hadifanctefiof Bgrest n)tD> that QaCfLfuG> 
jMciJoo to -^ diCadraotage cotdd poflibfy 
find its wa; into ber aaad. 

lilot fi» bcr.hnfbmdTHiic attenticm of. 
Liffd Sntt(!D^ fs cboflabt: and ubiblicitcd, 
his cixtrBbhiiDaf7 ^tatia&ty, the beauty, of 
Anoe, aod cfaaeafter. «f the nan, whidi 
Vaa too boconiow ito bfe a feciet «> any 
vfaoshofetoitM^ite^ntCTe ifacoi^ ttsfboa: 

«f i&wibit, iMM.hlaXQMKhi|p'Kiie#aoiLAitna 
vaKJMDtiptafoluddilHtrfte wiihcditate 

- .-Mj, ' He 
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. He confidered hiinlelf m no degree ian-- 
initfrable forthe^vent; he wiflied heartUy 
ID get rid of a youag Woman on wHom he 
could HOC look without feelibg a kind' of' 
ihaine and fdf reproach, which by long^ 
kabicliad changed to- hatred of the otgeft' 
that cau&d fo dilagneeable a fenfiidony 
without taking from iui own ft^iily thdr 
all, it was now impoffible to do herjuftice. 
Iwd Suuon could not, therefore, more 
fereDtly wUhto g^ pofleffioi c^; Aboa^ 
than Dakoa to tre freed from her. . Thefe 
thoughtSk' however,, had too evil a fource. 
.tp be communicated to his wife ; paflivt 
obedience and non-iefiftanoe he. had lon^ 
tBugfather^ butheriiiDcals were yet good : 
avarice oAly. had foiind. its way into bei^ 
mind, from hi^ conftaotly preaching hoW' 
neceOary mmey was to the fubfiftence of 
children Ihe fondly-16ved.*-Hc had, indeedy 
been as particulaily' carctu)' to-guard'every 
Ikotiinent of hfslowniwtuoh would IMte^ 
hei^ confidenixi jpi'iiBvreliginn pnStim 
&6m:iiir, '^ feaknrike htai«f-;th&''«oiiM,' 
which, from her. difpofitioa was 4id)il 
-j! ; enough 
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enough to eSk£t: he, therefore, encou- 
raged her gre:^ encomiums on Lord Sut- 
ton ; nor was he himfdf backward in hit 
acknoiriedgements ) concluding with a hint 
highly pleafing to his Lordlhip, that if 
Anna condnued her wicked unthankful nels 
of heart> he Ihould not only difcard her 
himfelf, but expeft to be repaid the ex-* 
pence he had been at on her account. 

This Chriftian refplution eztiilerated the 
countenance of Sutcoo, and gave the wiCh'd- 
for explafiation of the pri:iciples of thepro- 
fcilbr of religion : — they parted^ in mutual 
good humour, his lordfhip prefenting 
Peggy with five guineas for the expences 
of the day. 
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CHAP. 3CU. 



'id new FrUnd,. 

VY E \th AnDamiiie beft Hands — Mrs. 
WeUcn, whofv cMrioficy bid carried her 
tfi DalRin's^ found herfdf Ids Unified, but 
Qiore inmvftcd'by what had pafied during 
Edmo'^viiit —A train of reficAions, the 
QU>& melancholy and' depreOiDgi tookfuch 
CDtirejKifleffioD of my berouie> at the depap* 
ttiie of that' young man, — that Mrs, WeU 
lera had twice bade her good mormng,.. be- 
fwe Ihe was ienfible of. anjr tlung but her 
own gloomy ideast 

After fome tinie>,howeverj her eyes- met!: 
thofeof.that'Lady, bent on her with a mix- 
ture of furpme and compaffion« that at once 
cpnfuled and afieAed her : — che£leot tears- 
tfbledowo^Jier glowing cheeks : — again re»- 
coUeAioD of paft ereou crowded on. her 
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iiiMg'macion ; — her agitation increafed ; — 
ibe turned pale c — a Gcknefs overpowered 
aiwi tendered her an object truly affc^ing to 
the humane Mrs. Wellers, who atEfted ia 
fooching and recovering her, with a molt 
dKltcaoe attention, — avoiding even to a(k 
the caufe. ' When Atuia could coUrft her 
wandering ideas, (he refpc^uUy apolog^fed 
for the trouble Ihe had given the lady, and 
dianked her for her kindoefs with an air of 
the ftromgeft dejedioa. 

Mrs. Wellers, feeling herfelf more and 
moT9 iBterefledy told her ihe woyld by no 
tnevoA leave her to fuch evil company as ap- 
peared to have taken po^effion of her. but 
tnfifted oo taking her home to dinoer, and 
infilled Ihe Qiould continue with her till the 
famiiy returned from town. ' 

-, 'Alma would- have gladly cxcufed her- 
felf from acceftiog her conQderate Invito 
tioa.-7 7h(:evUcoaipaQj allnded to, were 
tbofc Ihe nnoft: vni&icd to |ndulgej — but 
ftlra. WeUers was too prefllng to be re- 
fufed -u-nand as Jht-knew the paHons paid 
great couct tothac lady, not only on ae^ 
ccunc 
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count of her bufinefs, but of her influence; 
ihe concluded ic would be improper to- 
rifque affronting her by a rcftffal v and' in- 
deed the whole of her condnft hadbeenfo 
kind, it was againft fcer own feelings to do- 
it ; — accordingly Anna accompanied Mrs, 
Wellers home above a mile from thcvillage. 
' Mr. .Wellers was not at home, Co that the 
day was fpent with no other company j 
and the beauty and fweetnefs of our heroine 

. in the courfc of it -were fpund to be her 
leaft pctfedioas : -^ the education &e had 
receiyed, of which, tn her ficuarion at Dal- 
too's, hardly any traces were difcernible, 
now, in the fociety of a well-bred, fenfible 
woman, was difplayed with additional luftre,. 
as it was wholly unexpefied. 

The cafe and politenefs of her bebaWour 
and converfadon, the modeft'difplay.offier 
abilities, and the re&itude of her fentitnents, 
equally pleafed and furprized her neW' 
friend;— who (though ffie'longed'to' 

-know by what accident fo lovely,, and- (o- 
accompHQied a creature became an inmate^ 
with people fo Tcry iaferiox,.ia erer y difcern-r 
' ible 
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able point, as thofe with whom ^e lived) 
forbore any kind of inquiries. 

She had indeed gone toDalton's with that 
intention, having no apprehcnfions of giv- 
ing ofFcncci where the offer of her lervices 
would fo fally compeniate for any tranflent 
mortifications. Th< journeywoman of a 
niantua:maker could not be thought to 
carry much fenfibility about her : — but 
Avhen Ihe had fpent one day with Anna, 
her refpe£fc increafed with her liking, and 
fhe intreated, at parting, ofKn to be fa- 
voured with her company. 

During' her walk home, the refiediona 
which had been interrupted in the morn- 
ing returned. 

Mifs Herbert had totally, ihe feared, de- 
ferted her, till Edwin'a hint of a me&age 
bad awakened hopes too acceptable to be 
conquered — She regretted inceifanily the 
not giving him the defired conference— 
Yet the billet, which ihe was convinced 
was hiis, was certainly an indifpenfable rea- 
foji fw rcfufing it — but could a moment 
have been of confequence — Ob, yes^ one 
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momear would have expoftd her to tke 
reproaches of. her own heaxt-^'ff^at did 
that fond heart haaker after/ 

Mifs Herbert was forbid correfponding 
Or honouring her with notice j — and had 
Jhc not declined receiviog any favour &om 
that young lady, through the medium of 
Mr. Edwio ?— CoMld there be now ajufii- 
fiafole reafon for altering her mind ? ~- ala^ 
do I the latent caule of her iovoluDtary re- 
gret the wilhed to conceal from herfelf. ■— 
They would now be going to Walcsj what 
would Mr. Maoiel think of her being, dis- 
charged from a family, on whofe natfve 
jufticc and benevoleoce all who knew them 
depended : fhe had not yet wrote to that 
good man ; how could Ihe bear to wound 
bis heart by a tale of diftrefi be could not 
r^ieve } — She had hoped to have heard 
from L<ady Edwiq, how her misfortune* 
could have deprived her of lb valuable a 
proteAiooi and there were moments in 
whicK fhe refolvcd to wH^ to thftt lady,-* 
but a ccruin pride of coofiaous re^tudie 
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•nd innorencc forbtde it. •* Why (hould 
•* I fink,"* faid (he, " lower than my for- 
•• tunci? if I had injured Lady Edwin » 
«* if I could accufe mylelf of one thought 
** or aft towards heri unaccompanied with 
** afieftion and refpe^t, no humiliation 
•* could be too great for fuch an offence j — 
<* but as it is* Mils Edwin Ihall not feed 
*' her family pride with my folicitadons." 
But flie would write to Mr. Manfel ; he 
would give, her fome information refpe&ing 
thofe to whom her heart involuntarily 
turned. She had hitberto fuppored herfrlf 
in the idea that her prefenc fituatioa was 
unknown to young Herbert i but now the 
found the wedding had taken place with all 
the fliow and parade Lady Edwin from the 
.firft defigned— Ibe could not doubt he was 
there, and acquainted with her difgrace. 

Indeed if he was not, his correfpoQ- 
deoce with his lifter was r^ular and punc- 
tual, and it wa5 not probable, an event fo 
remaikable, at chat of her b«ng fb fud- 
denlydifchaiiged from the family, Ibould 
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-pot have bMn communicated by her to 
htm, more cfpecially when MJfs Herbert 
.was (o good as to intereft hcrfelf in her 
fate — "Alas!" cried flie weeping, "he 
*' no longer remembers thfe wretched Anna; 
" or perhaps thinks on her with contempt— 
f But what have I done ; how have I de- 
*' fcrvcd this cruel reprobation? Deareft 
" Patty, have you too given up your fricndj 
f* do I Uve only in the memory of my per- 
*t fecotors and enemies ; is there on earth 
*' fo forlorn an outcaft ? Oh ! if my parents 
" copld look down on the grief of their 
*• unhappy orphan, would they not lament 
** the fate which prelerved my exigence, 
** fiDce it is fo marked by continual diftrefsj 
*' fince every friend on whofe compaf- 
*• fion nny orphan ftate has found a cUim, 
" are either prejudiced in my disfavour, or 
•* torn from me by the ruthlefs iiand of 
•*^^death." 

The tears which accompanied thofe re- 

fledioni were freely indulged during her 

wajk home; Ihe entered Dalroo^a h<mk 

with 



ANNA. 215 

wi'tb 3' pale face, fwoUen eyes, and a heaiC 
funk in difpair. 



CHAP. XLIL 

Loji Refutation. 

JL O her infinite furprife, Anna found not 
■one frieadly countenance; Mrs. Dahoi^ 
Jooked on Jier with ai]ger, her hulband 
with rage ; - and Mifs Peggyj who was, in 
her own eftimatiou, a foot' taller for the 
compliments of the day, with contempt. 

Wholly innocent of a thought of giving 
<fence to any of them, ihe could form no 
reafbn for their ill humour, but havisg 
fpeot the day with Mrs. Wellersw She re- 
lated that lady's riUt, and her ftrong in^ 
-vitations xa accompany her ho'mci-r 
but flie was faon undeceived, and the 
gri»f 
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grief tfeat before occupied every tfioughf, 
gave way lo amazement and indignation, 
on being accufed by Dakon'in the lowcft 
terms, of receiving the vifits of a married 
man, v/ho had left her in t^e beat of 
c quarrel, and wreaked his fpite on old Mr. 
Bendy, who had charged a conftable with 
him — that the reafon of her being dif- 
charged Lady Edwin's family was now 
evident — that her imprudence had rendered 
tier the talk of the place, and involved bitn^ 
tnd his family, on whom flie had no cUii)) 
but charity, in her difgrace. 

Arma, poor and diftrcfled, was proad 
and innocent — liich -a- chai^^ from a mao 
who ought to have preiefted her ^m in- 
fulti was too much fw her litde fljare of 
pbilofophy i her heart, which- had been f<^- 
tened by her fenfibility, now became ftouc 
in her confcious integrity -—With « calm 
detcrmhwd votce, thoaghlier whole firame 
evinced her inward diforder^-tfiic demanded 
to know vrtiD it was tbat durft accuCc ber 
of the hcH-riJi thiaga las Oflfedling tongae 
Ikjd nttewd; 
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■^* Innocent creature," retorted he, pro- 
voked his BRger bad not ftruck dumb a 
perfon fo dependent on him i " Tou, then, 
** in tiie whole village, ate only ignorant 
^ of what has happened ; can you deny 
"Mr; Edwin's having vifltcd you in our 
*' abfence — by accident, to be lure — 
** we will believe of that as much as we 
« can." 

■ •* J can no mtJre, Sir," anfwercd Anna, 
* underftafid yotir language than I can de- 
•* velope your meaning. Mr. Edwin did 
" certawiTy, as you fay, vifu rtie this morn- 
•• ing; but why that ftiould cxpofe me to 
■^luch rndelicate treatment, you only can 
"tell." — " What bufinefs had he with you, 
" Anna?"faid Mrs. Dalton. " Will you 
«* fay he cSnie with the knowledge of the 
*• ladies (rf" the family ?" ** I have not faid 
**^ that,*^ anlWered (hr, "nor any thing con- 
**'terning hiff coming; his coming was as 
** unexpefted as unwelcome to mcj Mrs, 
*' Wellers was here when he came, and was 
^ fo good 'as to ftay the whole time he 
'^ Contirioed.''! know noChliig of the 4Udi- 
■ Vot. II. L " lei 
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^ rel you hint at ; I had fpent the day at 
'* the hill, but had I not fo good a witacli 
** of my condufl, it would have bcefl no 
** caufe of regret, as the laft thing I could 
*' expe£t was to meet accufation from th^ 
f* nho are bound in cooGderation «f thnr 
f * own credit to have vindicated me froni it." 
And here the recollection of what would 
have been Mr. Manfel's condu£); on fuch 
an occafion,ftriking with the vivacity which 
generally accompaniei the a&iont o£ peo> 
pie of warm palTions, Aie told Mr. Dal- 
ton, that, " fince he knew fo little of her^ 
** (he would no longer trefpa^ on the cha- 
*' riiy he upbraided her with, but inftandy 
" return to Mr. Manfel, was it only to 
' ** clear herfelf with refpeQ to the motives 
*' that induced Lady Edwin to part with 
•' her." 

This declaration by no meau fuited the 
Daltons— if Anna left them, what became 
of all the advantages their fanguine hopes 
had almoll brought to a certainty, from 
Lord Sutton ? Peggy, indeed, thoygh a 
very ordinary girl, had been fO higtily 8at- 
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verecl in his compliments to hcTf that fhe 
-gave it as her pofitiTc opinion his fiiind- 
Ihip for them was §xed: indeed, whf 
Jboulditnoc^ What vas there in Anna fi> 

particularlyinterelling which they could not 
plead for themfelves with equal right ? Mrs. 
Dalton joined -her in faying, fhe thought 
IniOrd Sutton too good a man to think worfe 
-of thetn for the fauk-of Anna; but added, < 
as Ok was an orphan, and friendleTs, that 
^as a tyc which they bad not. Dalton 
delivered not his feotiments, but took -a 
private refolution to inform his LordQiip 
of what happened the next day ; and in the 
-mean time delired bis wife to. foUow Anna 
up ftairs, and endeavour to foften what 
haA palTed; inwardly refolving, if it was 
not his defire.fbe Ihould be detained to re- 
peat the aSroht, that Hie might indeed let 
off in anger, and rid him for ever of a per- 
{Ktual fource of difguft, ' 

Mrs. Dakon found her in a fituation 

'that difarmed every idea of anger her hulb- 

and's ifltelligence excited, for it was bim 

who was told, and cummunicated to her 

L 2 the 
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the events <^ the day. Unlocking her trunk 
in order to pack \xp her things, the firfi 
thing that prefented itfelf to Anna was a 
letter wrote by her departed fnradt the 
tender and generbut fentinwms icexprelKMl« 
the praile bcftowed, and the mEtRrnal lore 
it contained, now wrung her heart. *' Oh, 
** my dear and only friend !" cryed flie in 
a traprport of grief, •* Why, why are you 
** for ever loft to me ? How titde doo 
** it now avail me to hare cheiiflied your 
•* inftruftions, to have made yonr perfeft 
•* life the model of my adions- In the 
** wide world have 1 not a iingle friend to 
** do me common juftice ? Cotild you have 
** thought your Anna would have lived to 
** 6e chained with infamy ?" In thofc ex- 
clamations on her knees, the open leoer in 
her hand, and her face bathed in tears, flie 
•was found by Mrs. Dalcon, whofe gcjod 
nature immediately co-operating with her 
Inland's delire, induced her tx^ comfort and 
footh her, who ten minutes be^jfe, Ihe had 
joined in reviling as the worft of criminals. 
Anna was foon appeafed, but not happy : 
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to find herfelf tlie talk of the place u a 
woman who received imprudent viHti, cut 
her to the foul ; and having inquired into 
the particulars of the affair; (he found the re- 
flexions on bcrfelf proceeded fixirawhat the 
fcrvahtshad in their cups faid at the inn, who 
made no fcruple of attributing her difcharge 
from the family to a criminal affair with 
tfieir mafterj and that now the wedding 
Was over, they fuppofed fhe was. to be taken. 
into keeping. 

A fcandal fo void of the leaft foundation 
"was the more provoking, as there was fome 
parte of it cut of her power at prefcnt 
to confute. Uncertain what ftep to take, 
and deprefled beyond meafur^ m her fpiriis, 
fhe could only lament her unhappy lot, 
and depend on the jufticc of Providence to 
cleJr her famej making, however, a ftrong 
refolution never to fee Mr. Edwin again 
on any pretence whatever — no, not from 
Mifs Herbert — and to take the' firft oppor- 
tunity of leaving Mr. Dalton's. Her zeal 
for returning to Mr. Manfct noWabatedf 
could ihe think of hardening that good 
^ 3 man 
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man with her Crouble ? Could Die wilh to 
involve him in difgrace and diflrefs ? What 
' ro|her was now the opinion <^ the Herberts ? 
If, as the fervants allcdged, (he was dit 
carded on account (^ Edwin, Charles 
would not be the lall to hear a tale fo in< 
jurious to her honour -, his £fter had cer- 
tainly given her up — that indeed ceafed to 
be matter of wonder when it was confider- 
ed Ihe too muft have credited a ftory To ' 
calculated to deftroy every bias of ia un- 
corrupted mind. 

Concious that he had aAually paid her 
his warm addrefies at the very period he 
was entering into i matrimonial contra^ 
with Mifs Turbville, ihe now reQe^ed 
bitterly on her own want of difccrnmenti 
fince from that circumftance it was evident, 
however difguifed under the appearance of 
refpect and delicacy, his views had the a- 
bandoned end fo ojxnly declared in his 
billet. She regretted not acquaindiig Ladf 
Edwin, at the time, of all that had' paft; 
but rhofe regrets now came too late— her 
good name, that invallJabiejewclof a wo- 
man. 
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man, was hurt— innocence alone could not 
clear her chara^er, and fhe had nothing 
rfft to oppofe againft the calumny fo re- 
cently excited by the folly and imprudtncc 
of Mr. Edwin : fad as thofc refleftions were, 
they were coniinually uppermoft in her 
thoughts. 

To return to Mr.'Manfel flie could notf 
bear — to fiay -at Dalton's was worfe : un- 
knowing and* unknown, what hope could 
flie entertain of making more fortunate con- 
nexions than thofc which had coll her fo 
dear ? Yet ftie was refolved to try ; and 
for this porpofe feriouQy began to ciOi about 
in hermind for fome' clue to guide her 
through the labyrinth before her. 

Mrs. Wellers was the only perfon with 
whom Ibe held common* convetfatton out 
of J)a1ion*s. family fince Ihe had been at 
I-ayton ; to her flic refolved to apply, and, 
if neceHary, to open her whole mind, hi 
this difpolition {he walked to the Hill the 
next morning ; but not having the good 
fortune of meeting her at homCf Ibe left 
word fhe would call the qexc day. 

JL4 CHAP. 
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CHAP. XLin. 



Contains Things s/grgat tmpertmce. 

-L/ALTON went, as he propofcd, to 
Portland Place; if he wanted confirma- 
tion of his fufpicions before, the change 
of countenance in Lord Sutton would 
havebeenfuificient, — rage, jealoofy, and 
foTTOw were, alternately, vifible in a face, 
never tolerable, now abfolutely hideous. 
A volley of imprecations ftartled Dal- 
on,,:9]d the :furious Lord hardly could re- 
flrain himfclf from manually rewarding 
rhis intelligence; the affrighted Parfon 
withed hitnfelf out of the houfe, and ioff, 
in Tears for. his perfonal fafety, aH hopes 
of future- advantages i however, a' littk 
thought on one fide, and patience on the 
other, explained the fentimeniS of both. 
■ Lord 



ANNA. 12S 

t^rd Sutton madia an apology for his 
warmth, which wa« very readily accepted 
by Dakon ; they proceeded, therefore ttf 
bufincfs with equal eagernefs, and it was. - 
agreed, the noble Lord Jhould call, by 
accident, next morning, at the reverenii 
teacher's houfcj to try, aided by the ad- 
vice of her friends, to prevail on Anna to 
move out of the way of fedwftion, or ir . 
it was too hte for tliar, lo prcfn-ve her 
from tlie fartlier «vit GonfcqoeDCtt of fuch 
an Bterociotia cr-lme. 

Lord Sutton's humanity carried him fitll 
farther; Mn. Edwin Xras a charming Wa> 
man, and deferring a better fete; he ^t 
for hir;^^ to refcneher from the tnifery t£ 
difcoMrttig' th* infidelity of her hufbanfl, 
and, at the fame time, to remove frotn 
him t^c- temptation tif continuing^ to in- 
jure fb fine a creature, waa, 8» he aflarcd 
X>alion, what he had mofl at htert i His 
pfaifes were echoed with all tbaC-fcr^aity 
opuient vice ever receives frotrt irifllgAit 
finners ; and thofe feniimenti Wbicli'b.wed 
their origin to the moft abanddhed^lfio- 
L 5 fivcs^ 
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uvtSt attributed co the dlvioe emanation of 
Chriftian benevolence and good will to the 
perfoa he wilhed to deftroy. 

When DaltoD had uken his leave, and 
Lord SuttOD returned to his library, freed 
irom the impertinence of obferracion, 
diftrafting as the idea was, it was but too 

Cbable that the fweet prize he had fa 
g meditated the obtaining, was now for 
ever torn from himi the pangs of jealoufy 
this thought gave, convinced him of what 
Ik did not like totxlieve; thathia-heait 
was now really attached } ud that, mau* 
frt all that vanity codM ui^e, tt was 
without the Icaft hope of retnrn. So much 
he adoied Anna, be now regretted he had 
Bot o&rediier marriage ^ but fhe had been 
fp long at Lady Edwin's houfc, after h<r 
. Ion arrived, before he had fecn her, it 
would, perhaps, have been too late, (hen, 
V> have obtained her unfullicd hand \ and 
however abandoned has been the life k& a 
■ liberie, let his adioos have been branded 
; wkh every breach of the laws of honour, 
- grabtud^ Of bofpitality^ let lum havf cal- 
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led the holjr htA of hcvmt to mtnefs, his 
peijunes, let beauty, innocence, and vir* 
tue have been his prey, be it remembered, 
fuch a character, though worn out with 
every, vice to which human nature is liable 
in itfr mod depraved ftatc, ezpe£ts hrts yet 
entitled to the difinterefted afeftions, the 
pure and nnbtemilhed heart of whatever 
happy Ihe happens to ftrilce his worn-out 
tafte. 

As the fbnd wilh we are apt in our fai>- 
guine expciftationi to form leaves us, we 
are then, while hope and fancy plays 
around the imagination, fond of feizing 
on the next good thing {o look forward 
to. 

Tbus> Anna, courted by Edwin, one 
of the handfomeft young men of the age,. 
if it was pollible flie had yet ret^ned her 
virtue, wouid not, ibtely, yield to him r 
her old prejudices yet ali»e, perhaps, fiif- 
peding, what was' truth, that he had 
helped to deprive her of her friends iw 
Grofvenor fquare,. as veil as Somerfet- 
fliirci 

Lfr This 

D5-,..iO,GoOQ|C 
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TMf fidd «xpirtiig gtUaetnr f bbtto'fae 
a Iftdjr, to in«k« her mSnfs of him aod 
his'fatc, w*9 it in nature for ber to TCfirie 
that? Yet to beftow faiqrfdf and fonianc 
on an t>rphmt * gv) nobody kaeir, was 
aU bis niotrtguea .to eid m S> itt^rkms 
« wiien } but then the charmiag n^agc of 
Anoa dedced in jewels, ornamented bjr 
(JK^ Hid equipage, rendering him the cnvjr 
of all the young fellows of the age> atob 
in his idea, and baniflied from t^nce every 
mortifying retrofpeft of what bad been, in 
the enchanting hope of what might yet be; 
and he dctemiiaed> if he found her uncon- 
tBn»inatcd> pure, and worthy io coital a 
piece of felicity, to offer her hia hand. 

Madame Frajan wa« announced in that 
inftant j but a day 4}efore, this vific from 
the partner in his inujuity would have been 
^e looft acceptable thing that could have 
happened, at prefent icwas rathermtf/*fl-pr*- 
pes. However ihe wat too deep in- his Sc- 
cret; to be affronted, fhe was therefore ad- 
mitted — Her lengthened face and mean- 
ing eyes convinced him there was fomething 
to 

D5-,..io,Gooi;Ic 
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to be laid:} but curioft^ bad now Iktie 
room in a hesit totilly ibibrbed in the de- 
lightfal ideas of pofleffing the fnoft lovdf 
trfwpmen. 

Frajabwas toofuU of her errand toob- 
fcrVe tlnsx:haDge i and having prefaced h&c 
ftory by defiiiiog now to' remind him c^ 
what ibe bad frequently averted, that the/ 
the ^glifh women pofl«0ed not that noble 
^-ankocfs wfaich rsn^rcd the gallantry of 
Frehcfa ladies more cbnffucuous, they were 
none of them averfe to intrigue :— The de- 
tnure little Anoa, for inftance, though fhe 
wanted peneaatioa and taite to fuflfer his 
IlonJfhiptbiniciaiieher uttothefoft pafllen^ 
had not beoi fo cruel to Mr. Edwin, by 
whom Qie was now aflually kept. This 
intelligence delivered pardy with reproach 
and partly with fpight* found not fuch cre- 
dit with Lord Sutton asYonoe othcn of that 
hidy'sinvention^withlus aid, had done from 
the 6imtLy ihe ferved. 

He knew the laft part to be falfe, aswell 

as many other things lud to the charge'of 

Aflna^ but the cafe was now altered, the 

injuries 
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injuries done to the charider of a defertcd 
orphan might not, perhaps, become n»- 
cefiary to clear Lady Sutton from ; as the 
blemilhes, which would ruin the one, and 
deprive her of the means of procuring an 
honed fubfiftence would be loft in the &fflu» 
CQCC and dignity of the other But yet 
there were fome few obligations our heroine 
owed to the invention of him and his affo- 
ciatCi Madam Frajan, which it would be^ 
by no means convenient Anna ftioald b« 
acquainted witb, at leift while it was out o£ 
her power to acknowledge them as they 
deferved.— But for this confideTatioo, the 
league betwixt thofe two wor^y iriends 
wotdd have been, infiandy di6b1ved, as it 
had never yet happened that he had fee the 
leaft regard on any one perfon longer thaa 
he could in fomelhapeor other make them 
fubfervtent to his intereft, or dropped with 
. the lead reluStance'any one who had daoa 
him the leaft good oSte to thtiir power^ 

His 'LordOiip had now no thought of 

his fair cjni0ary> but how to eaft on her the 

odium 

^-. r... ...Google 
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odium of every injury done Anna by their 
joint means. 

Cooly, therefore^ he aflured her, Ihc 
had been miGnformed^ that he was betttr 
acquainted with Anna's iituation and fenti- 
ments, and believed the firfl: was reputable, 
-the latter untunted. — The air that accom- 
panied this dectaratioQ ftruck poor Frajan 
dumb ; Lord Sutton turned the friend of 
Anna, then muft he be inevitably her 
«oemy, fince if admitted K> her- converla. 
rion> £icoveries muft be made which fiit 
could not ftand the brunt of. However, 
one confolation remained, (he had likevnfe 
difcoveries in her power, which, on occac 
Gon, Ihe was deterouned to make ufe o£ 
Female fpite required this piece of juftic^ 
on a man who had, from the beginning, 
decdved even her ; and his fuScring her 
to depart without the accuftomed douceur> 
which llie always reckoned on as her un- 
doubted perquifitCf contributed not a little 
to the vindiAive fpirit in which flie lefit 
him^. 

liord 

D5-,.-.ii,Goog[c 
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Jjotd StiRoii, ftdl of his intended projeS^, 
and the happtnefs be ezpeded to rcfidc 
from hii deep-laid feheme, paid Jittle re- 
gard to the iuddenneft of her exit; one 
diflku^ty now ftruck him> which was, bow 
to get rid of hfs two fultanas ; the one m 
the houfe with him wai a poor, fpiritlefs, 
meek creature, whofe whole plcafure cen- 
tered in the diildren Qie had hy a tender and 
worthy deceafed hulband ;— -his pleafuresDr 
pnrfuits were equally uninterrupted by her: 
indeed, in his opinion, l}ie wa& but one 
degree renraved from ideotiiin ; he pronriled 
himfelf to part with her without Ac leaft 
trouble or expencc : at prelent, the bonefty 
of her difpoGcitm, and the ceoonomy which 
(though reduced from Ycry pnimifing ex- 
pcdatioDs) had always been her ptaO^ce^ 
tnade her a very valuable manager in his 
family. Profufion and meanefs lae very 
nearly allied ; nothing that could feed his 
-pride or vanity, nothing that could contri- 
bute to the gratification of his appetite of 
any fort, was thought much of by him ;— 
'but though from a fcene of imposition,, 
wafte> 
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wafte, and expence, Mrs. ViUers had efta- 
blilhed order and regularity, and confe- 
quently his houfe-keeping bills was one 
half reduced, her accounts were fure to 
meet a thouland faults, nor eyen fettled 
without being reminded of the value of 
money,- of the foverty frwn which he had 
relieved her, and. the diftrefs Ihe mull: 
be again expofed to if deprived of his 
proteAion. 

The fettled unchangeable countenanct 
with which thofeharrangues were received, 
contributed not a tittle to confirm his no- 
tions (^ her ftuptdity; he had but, there- 
fore, to turn her out when it was conve* 
nientj but the woman he kept at .Bath, 
who was the fame on his firft ret,um from 
Indiaj he had in the parade of his wealth 
and oriental confequence eftablifiied a firft- 
rate courtezan, who dared do any thing Ihe 
topk'intA her head, and who, by threats and' 
canning, had contrived to: be fupported in 
Iplendour, by a man who entertained not 
the leaft inclination for her, and indeed 
who 
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who never hid — How fliould he do wiih 
her ? ■ 

One certain plague which attends old 
rakes and coquettes, Is the morti^aiion fure 
to be iji6i^ed M every hint of dccreafe of 
their poweis ; it was a plague particularly 
tormenting to Sutton ; it was his- ycvf 
fore place ; Charlotte Maddan knew ever^ 
weak point about him, and the art of turning 
her knowledge toan advantage, was what flic 
was by no means deficient in. Our hero 
Hood fo much in awe of this charroing 
appendage to bis ftate, that though the 
houfe and eftabliOtment at Bath were elegant 
and expenfivej and though the waters of 
that delightful place were allowed to be 
the moft f^utary for conftitutions brokea 
by long refidence in a hot climate ; it was 
the place he was leaft feen at. For this 
piece of fetf denial he had two excufes, 
bufibcfs in winter, and indifpofition In 
funamer j and provided his charmer had 
been of the pany. He woubl have furly 
compounded, witli any one, to take the 
whole at a very cheap rate off his hands. 
• His 
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His heart recoiled the moment Charlotte 
came acrofs his memory ; had he been going 
to be united 10 a modern woman of fafluon, 
a large jointure and double pin money 
would have fiknced the fcruplei of a f»« 
(hionable belle, who, contented' to lead on 
hM own fer, would not perhaps have been 
ofiended at her hufband's kept Miflrcfs's 
claiming the fame advantage in hcr's. 

But the purity of the mind of Anna, and 
the old'faihioned notions Ihc inherited from 
Mrs; Manfel, would, he well knew, (hrink 
from fuch an idea ; to get rid of Charlotce, 
therefore, was indifpenfably necefl'ary i but 
how, was another thing too difficult to be 
direfbly determined on. Baniftiing, there- 
fore, fuch an unpleafant fubj.e£t» again 
he indulged himfelf in conteBipUting the 
charms 6f hi& future bride, in figuring to 
himfelf the fcrenity of his life with fuch 
a companion, and in furmlbing his mind 
with arguments to combat his ml%ivingi 
on account of Edwin, 

CHA?. 
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^h Bifappoinlment. 

iN EXT morning carried him to JLayton. 
\ Dalton and his family were dre^d* in cx- 
pedation of the honor he did them ; buc 
Anna was not c^the party; a circuni&aQce 
that gave him no difqtiier, b$ he was gUd of 
the opportunity to inquire if any thingfar- 
thcr had^tranfpired, relating to the fuppoTed 
connexion with Edwin. 

He was overjoyed tohnrfromMn. Dal- 
ton, (he was convinced, as far as related to 
Anna, it was totalFy void of foundation; 
he only wanted this to induce him to open 
his intention, which he did, with all the pa- 
rade and oflentation his heart abounded in, 
at the fame time making a full difplay of 
the extreme generoHty of his motives, in 
waving every confideration of birth and for- 
^,tun<;» 
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tune, to make himfclfthe legal protestor of 
a deftitute young creature, who mull elfe 
fail a prey to the wicked intrigues oF the li- 
bertine age. — The furprizc of the Daltons 
is not to be defcribed at this declaration, 
nor tKeir joy, at the conneftion ihey had an 
opportunity of forming, by fo eligible a 
match for their ward, who would now be 
fure amply to repay all the kindnelsflie wa» 
fuppofed to receiveform their hapds: — in the 
fuUnefs of their hearts they complimented 
the noble lord, and they congratufated each 
other ; his goodnefs they extolled to the 
(kies ; while the afptration of their own 
hopes Teemed to follow his exultation. 

When full twohours had been employed, 
to the mutual (atisfaftion of the viQtor and 
vifited, his Lordfhip exprefled his wi(h to 
be admitted to the fight of- his intended 
bride : fhe had gone out before breakfafl, 
and was not returned ; her acquaintance 
was fo fmall in the village, it was eafy to 
trace it ; the maid was therefore difpatched 
to Mrs. Wellers', with Mrs, Dalton'« re- 
"qucft Ihe would immediately come home. 
The 
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The girl returned with ai\fwer, that Mifk 
Manfel breakfafted with Mrs. Wellers, who 
had taken her with her to town in the car- 
riage> but that they were expected back to 
dinner : — ■■■■ Sutton was difappointed and 
angry : who the d — 1 is this Wcllers, 
faid he, and why do you fufFer her to go 
out alone i — Dalton fatisfied him as to 
the propriety of her companion, and both 
promifed, till they had the honour of dcli- 
. vering her into his own hands, Qie never 
more fhould go out of their fight. — This 
promife hardly pacified him:— he was 
drefledj both himfelf and equipage, to at- 
tract all eyes ; armed at all points, he had 
flattered himfelf he was irretiftible ; it was, 
therefore, with extreme regret he gave up 
the expedatton of Teeing her that day i yet 
to wut her return* and again fend for her, 
would be opening his addrefs, which, not- 
withftanding his great vanity, he had fome 
ferious fear about — in rather an awkward 
way, he was therefore obliged to - poftpone 
this weighty affair ; and, charging Dalton 
with his compliments, &c. he told him, he 
fhould 
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Ifaoiild write to her as foon as he got- to 
town :r- the carriage being then ordered 
to draw to the door, with half the town 
round it in full gaze, a^Aing an air of 
bumility and good humour, afrer bowing 
to the doffed hats of the mob, he; was 
drawn off. 

During the time his carriage was in wait- 
ing) the young diftiller I havf before men* 
tlonedpaffedtheboure;andmeetingareigh* 
bour,whohad the honourofmixing medicines 
ibr the infirm in that and the adja.;ent vil- 
lages, the diftiller ready to burft with the im- 
portance of his own ideas, obferved the 
extreme elegance of the vis-a-vis, and, wrtb 
a foeer, fuppofed Mifs would be for cutting 
as great a figure as the Biid of Paradire. 
The dodor was s man of good underftand- 
iog, and a tolerable ihare of profeflional 
knowledge-; but having met, in his do- 
meftic" circle, fome embarraflhncnt, which 
called on the utmoft exertions of induftry to 
coumo'aA, he had very little knowledge of 
the world, with which Mr. Bibbins alTured 
him he was pcifedly acquainted i what, 
therefore. 
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therefore, was that genUemtm's meaoing, 
nbcn he fpoke of the Bird of Paradife, he . 
could, not concieve. 

The youDg gentleman in pity «o h» i^ 
Iterance, told him it was in high life a 
at courte2:an ; hat the girl at the Parlbn's 
was of the fame ftamp, as he hjmfelf had 
(^eo feen her ia places where he and peo- 
ple of the gentecleft fort refbrted ; places, 
iodeed, that required drefs, (viewing with 
no ftnall felf approbation* the pink knee 
ftring« that adorned the upper part oC his 
pretty legs, and heels uf the fatnc colour 
that .terminated that lovely p«rc of ht> 
.charming pcrfon) belldea the moneyjtcoft 
to get into them. 

" And how came this lady to condc- 
V fcend, then, in the full bloom of youth 
*' and beauty to leave ihofc gay connec- 
«• t(oi>s ?" aflsed the Dodor.-^" Oh, God I 
** how ignorant you are," rciumed Bib- 
bins, " of life : why, thefe fort of folks 
"hare all their ups and downs *— thati 
** now, j» the Duke of I-r— ' 's carriage ; 
*' he vifits lift incog; only, tlllflie has ob- 
" taincd 



A M N X. «4f 

" tained a fettlemenl from a rich Welth 
** Squire, who is married and wants to get 
"rid of her." ' ■ '' ''' 

A young man of plain, bus genteel, ap* 
pearance, whofe attention feeirtsd to'be 
taken with the fame gaudy objeA, a&ed 
Mr. Kbbins if he was fure he-was not' 
miAaken, as the coronet was not'ducal— • 
Another opportunity nowoSered for the 
difplay of his knowledge of gveatfolbs in 
the perfon of the ftrangeri -he anfirered 
with an air of pofitive aflurance,' that he 
knew his Grace perfectly wd)i that he had 
great dealings amongft minifters, and them 
there fort of folks ; that the prraie nMiriftcr 
often fent for andconfulted both him and 
his father on af^irs of ftatej and ic was 
. impolTible he could be 'miflakfn in any of 
the Lords or Dukes of the Court i becaufe 
why, he often and qfteii had been there ; 
and his own uncle, Sir Gilbert Muffiroom, 
had -been knighted.- Proofs ; like thefe* 
wwe damning ones; indeed they were im» 
anfwerable, or ait ieaft unanfwered by the 
young ftranger, whofe inrolumary Tighs^ 
- : "Vol. II. M turned 
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turned the icteafion both <i£ the Dodor and 
jouqg 8tbb)t9 :frQm Cbe equiptg; at the 
door to the perfoQ whofe emotioni it vi- 

Tbert! jffw.loBMtfaiag in huA that rufed a 
goOdrnfitMMdcilriofityintfacDoAor. ToBib* 
bios be was a bo»;«nd having jd his remark 
of the CDicoct Ihewn afupciior knowledge 
to - the bcti^ w*a diicfily concluded bj 
hin) to be a herald paiaoerand alowfU- 
low— Now, though ID the pradice of tiiat 
arc, if be iaai by any kind of meant con- 
trived Ito aoqoif e. a ibceaoc^ or, without on^ 
could flnxTs ib Vifily well as he, Mr. Bibbing 
did ikheffrivM nothing that could or ought 
to havelftiocked hi& nicety — but the pluo- 
teb of his ^pprarance, a dejefted turn of 
eounttnanee, and fallen cheeks, were ob* 
jefts that at once bringing his own impolite 
perfedions In view, Jnfpircd him with 
Ibverdgn contempt: turnings therefor^ 
on his heel, humming Tally bo, without 
any ceremony he walked off, leaving the 
doAor and ftranger ftill in view of Dal- 
ton's door, the Utter with fixed attention 
3 ♦ - there, 
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tlierey and the fortner u fixedly ob&rr* 
ing blm, 

Podtor Collet, I have fvdj was top 
much «npeed in the concemi^of bii family 
and ptf teiMSj to be vocy-conwrTant in the 
great worldt and as is tfaeconftant praSice 
ia fmall country places, the cmbsrraff- 
nicnts of his domeftic circle had been fo 
petv^rfely iiandled .by the good-natured 
idlers of ^ yill^ge, that bis wife dying o£ 
a confamption, he .had .been ict down an 
her actual nturderer by one h^f* md (a 
«oman* yrhok natural pcevilh and refrac- 
tory difpo&tion had oot only b^nlibed peace 
from her own bofom, but her habitation) 
fan&iiied, as the very befl: creature in die 
world, by the other. 

The Dodor's pride on one hand, and 
the particularity of his difpotitipn on the 
otbcF, always prevented his explanation, 
-which, like Sterne's Yorickj he cotfld have 
made in his own favour, and bad well 
nigh loft all his female patients, as well as 
his charafter, before he dreamed of either 
being in danger i when, howeverj hefouod 
M 2 » the 



144 ANNA, 

the predicament in which he ftbod, two me- 
thods only offered ; one was, by going roiind 
the ^milies who had been prejudiced agunft 
liim> and expoling, not only the follies, but 
the vices of the dead, and endeavour to 
recover his loft ground ; the other, re- 
trench jthe expences of his houfe, and rely 
on his unimpeached fkill for as much bu- 
nefs as would barely fupport him, and 
leave the neighbourhood to their own opi- 
nions ; this was the leaft trouble, andthii 
lie adopted, devoting all liis leifure to 
Jhidy and chemical whims, and encoura- 
'ging a difpoficion to defpife mankind ; but 
as this fournefs of heart was more the effcA 
of habit and necelEty, than principle or 
choice, the natural good nature and phi- 
lanthropy (^ his foul fometimes broke out 
through the mift of contrafted petulance ; 
and as in the prefcnt inftancc, his heart ■ 
yearned with good-will to hts fellow crea- 
tures. 

But though he was fo obdurate to the 

calls of curiofity in his own affairs, no per- 

fon liVing could be more intefeftcd in thofe 

\ of 
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of other people, or uk? greater pains to 
make himfelf acquaint«3 with the caufea 
«s well as cffeds of every occurrence in and 
about his own viRage ; nor was he, to do 
liim juftice, a bit fparing of the intelli- 
gence fo mduflribuily procured } difpenfing 
liberally at the one houfe all that occurred 
at the other, fometimes feafoned with a 
little of the acrimony of his own feelings, 
and that without the lead intention of in- 
juring any individual, but merely to inr 
dulge himfelf in the exhibition of his ta- 
Icnts, and for theje he happily entertained 
a very great rcfpeft j really uncunfcious, 
though fo great a fufferer in his own cha- 
rafter, of t^ic mifchief his eternal goffip pro- 
duced, he was the firft to condemn the 
pradlice he adopted, and as ready to con- 
tradict any report^ though circulated by 
himfelf, when convinced of its falGty, 
as to enforce its <;redit, < when furc of its - 
being true. 
What could he poffibly figb for ? What 
. could the girl be to him ? he would give 
the world to know — but curioGty, power- 
M3 ful 
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ful as was its rofliKiuA od die miod ^Dr. 
Colleti was ever vaoquilbcd by hutnamtyi 
a fuddm palendit which overfpread the 
face of the ftranger, the evideat diftrefi oi 
bii looks* aod his mtierefiiiig appearance, 
altogether exciijcd hii attention and refpe&i 
he entreated him to go home with him to 
Iiis houie, which was within Gght — ^the (^er 
was accepted witti a polite freedom, and 
a few moments fervcd to fettle a very good 
underftanding between the Xio&or and bis 
new acquaintance, who ackoowledged that 
it was of the utmoft importance to him to 
know every particular concerning Anna 
Manfel. A firm promife in return was g^vea 
by Collet, to make it his bufinefs to inform 
him of all he could learn ; gratifying at 
once, by their league,, his two &vourite, 
though eontradidpry, purfuits, curioQty 
and good- nature} on which errand he 
■ imnKdtately ValKed out. ' 
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fie Mtraing .Vifit, 

W ITH Dalton, Collet had no acquain- 
tance i that good man had a mortal aver- 
fioo to phylical bjlls^ nor would ever fuf- 
fer one to be iacurred in his family: but 
lie had heard of Bently's affair, and Bib- 
bins- account of Anna was a confirmatioa 
that the report then fpread was but too 
true; however, he was rcfolved to bft 
fomething better informed, if po^ble, and 
as he had the honoUr of attending the fa- 
mily of Mr. Juftice Strap, he look occa- 
fion to call with a How d'ye ? on his lady. 
There he met, on a' fimilar vifit to the Mi(i 
Straps, Miis Bibbins, the.young lady I have 
before introduced as a perfon perfetftly ac- 
quainted with the bad chaiaa« of our he- . 
M 4 toiiwv 
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rpine — Do&or Collet was nobody j he, 
therefore, was no interruption to that 
young lady's volubility, wKo continued 
lier account of a'drefs which feemed to 
have made no imall diflurbance in her 
ideas. 

" The flounce, .if you will believe me, 
" ma'am, was near half a yard deep, of the 
** fineft corded mufUn, put on* as thick as 
" it was poffible— the train, though looped 
*^ up, I am fure was of a monftrous length ; 
*' why, dear me, mama Jays it is not a lit- 
" tie pays for thofc things ; then ma'am, her 
*' linen is fo fine — and it is a fliame to fee 
*' the lace Ihe wears — befidesfhc certainly 
" paints." — " That is very evident," an- 
•' fwered the eldeft Mifs Strap — " I am afto- 
•* nifl^ed Mrs. Wellers can take up with 
*' fuch trumpery." — " Oh, as to that, my 
*' dear," anfwered Mrs. Strap, " it is eafy 
*' accounted for j Mrs. WcUers, you know, 
*' takes on her to lead us all— and perhaps 
■' ftie may hope to introduce this minx by 
V wayof fhewing her power j fome folks 
•'who 
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" who are yery well themfelvcs, may fancy 
** what they pleafe, hue there are fblkft 
** whofe charafters are of confequence. 

'* Certainly, ma'am," faid Mifs Bibbins, 
*' that is what my mama fays; and befides, 
** as ihe fays, the thing is pad -doubcj for 
" how Gould fuch a g^rl as that wear 
" about in her common drefs, things that 
"are fo expcnfive and out of charafter for 
** heri befides, her affeftation of modcfty, 
*' (hunning the eyes of the men, nothing 
" is eafier, than to fee th%t is alt a farce — 
** I have no patience with fuch crea- 
« tures." 

" This/* laplied Mrs. Strap,, " is 'one. 
«'.of the blcfllcdefFeas of Mr. Thornhill'i 
« eftablifiiing' his meeting hercj I will 
** aflure yo^, I- think it very hard the 
•* Mifs Straps and you, Mifa Bibbins, 
'* and the tither young ladies of the place, . 
** cannot walk out without being Ibocked 
** by the fight of a kept woman." 

Collet had fat with fome degree, of.im- 

patience, inhope of hedging in a word, by 

way of gaining the intelligence helbughc 

Mj. aftrt-^ 
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after, till the laft part of the converlatioQ} 
^ben underftanding, what he had at firff no 
furf>icion of, that W& Manfel was the fub< 
je& of it^ he became not only atteotire, 
but» by jaA afking a queftion now and 
then, fvben a paufe of the f«r declaimen 
would fufier him, he learned that Mils 
Manfel was a vile young woman ; that fhe 
had feduced the afieAions of the lady's fon 
ihe ferTcdj though flic then koew he was 
under engagement to be married to a young 
' hcirefs of fafhion ; that he had turned her 
off } an^ that (he was now making ufe of 
every artifice to procure a fettlement from 
htm, by threateninf^ to dtfclale ^e affair to 
his lady j and that fhe was ptivately vifited 
by more than one gentleman now, though 
they could not pofitively think what at- 
tractions Ihe had : — but men, Mifs Bibbins 
fibferved, had very ftrange taftes. 

So much for the account at tlw worfliip- 
ful Mr. Strap's, who corroborated the whole 
by reciting, in his own way, the adventure 
of the liorfewhip, making no fecret of the 
^ntleman's name, though he bad pledged 
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lutwofditfliouldnot he known. Hftviqg 
thus ifvccecded bejioad hU npe^btioD^ 
Collec took hii Icav?, 

The ladies he parted from afluitd hiak 
of the trbchoferery tittle he had heard' 
but there was one drcntnftaocc weightKt 
s^inft allthcy could hy about our herdnc, 
aid that was, the &vors Ihewa her, by Mrs^ 
Wellers ; diat lady, by the .nprigbtnefs vS 
her own charafteri and the benevolence of 
her fentimentSa had anally amTcd at the; 
happy perfection of keeping in iwe hct 
enemies^ as well as being adored 1^ he* 
friends, and univerfallyrefpeiE^ed by pet^le 
whofe underflanding and principles Rodcre^ 
their relped of value ; to couipk inftupf 
and Mis. Wellers together, vas'a unknt: 
which could never ftrike Collet ;, he knenc 
^d revered her ; and it was not in ' the- 
power of Juilice Strap, his- amiable wife* 
his charming daughters, or their goodt 
friead Mifs Bibbins> to convince htm Annas 
Manfel was a bad woman,' when the nexr 
breath adde^ fhe was at the Hill^ t he befi* 
taced, as he came out of Mr. Strap's- gates;. 
M 6 whethec 
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vbclher he fhould return to his new friend, 
or by walking; or rather hobblbg, bang 
much affiided with the gou^ to Mrs. Wel- 
lera'i where he night reafonably hope to 
hcarfome exteniiatioQ of the fads ib roundly 
aflerted at Jufttce Strap's. 

When Cdlet did $Dy thing without coo- 
fideration/ ic often appeared, and perhaps 
fometimes was, from a fadden fplenctic Bt 
which loo^d too like ill-ntCure ; but if he 
tock a nuMoent's thought, if he hefitated, let 
the trouble, expence or fatigue, be ever fb 
great,'f»'ovtdeditwasnotin his own concern, 
good nature, jiiftice, and humanity were fura 
to conquerir~and he was creeping. up the 
green to Hitl-houfe, before he bad fufiered 
a fecond thought to obtrude, beGdes that 
plca&igone, infpired with a love of truth.- 
This was not one of Anna's lucky days : 
Mrs. Wellers, ~as I before faid, had taken 
her to town j and the difappo'mtnrtent re- 
minded Collet of his gouty toes ; he had 
all the way to walk back, and, what was 
worfe, no better for the journey, which in 
the return was painful and fatiguing. He 
found 
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found the fttSnger impatiently wtiUng for 
- bim, and briefly related all he had heard j 
hot however fufiering the fretful fit, then OH) 
him, to hinder his likewife telling his owo. 
more favourable thoughts. 

My reader will perhaps have anticipated; 
the difcovery I am going 10 make of the in-; 
quifitive ftranger : ^it was indeed Charles; 
Herbert, who, after making ten thoufand 
f efoluiions to forget the owner of the breaft- 
bow, could think of nothing elfe ;*and who: 
broke, in his excurGcHi to Layton, as many- 
vows he had made never to inquire after 
her ; and who now felt that, worthlefs, and 
even abandoned, as he had every reafon to 
believe Anna, it was not in his nature to 
ceafe loving her. 

Collet, gouty, poor, and a humorift:, 
was at that very time a lover; not a defpair- 
ing one, for the obje£l of his affcftions was 
far from being out of the reach of his pur- ■ 
fliit ; not a fuccefsful one, for his diffidence 
in his own merits was unconqunable ; nor 
did he guard the fecrec of his paflion with 
more care from the ridicule of his acquain- 
tance. 
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tince, than Aom the knowledge of htr who 
ioffmcd it; but he wu akirery and confe- 
queotly vcrjr eafilf law tiie fitnatkn of 
Hefbert. 

Glad of any dilcovcrjr, and very much 
pleaied with his new friend, he readily 
pfsmifed to-hare a conftant eye on Anna, 
and to communicate to him every thing diat 
occurred concerning her; diey parted with 
mutual profeflions of friendship. Herbert, 
diough bit heart Was burfUng with love and 
defpair, when he left Laytim, felt a gleam 
of conli^ion frdm Cbllefs promifed cw> 
K^xMidcnce. ' 
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i/^nd I'Un fir fmak EJutatitttf 

A. N N A * s intereft in the afi«£tion of 
the worthy woman, to whofe adnce flie 
wifely rcfolved to fubmit herfelf, wat hourly 
incre&fing : Ihe had been received at the 
Hill with that open friendf)iip> which ndt 
only encourages, but demands our conG- 
dencc} fhe therefore found no difficulty 
from the innate modefty of her fenciments, 
when fo kindly encouraged, but told Mri. 
Wellers, without the leaft refcrve, her whole 
hiftory, not concealiDg a fingle event which 
prefenied itfelf to her rccollcaion, except- 
ing only the feelings of her heart towards 
young Herbert. 

The many changes in the life of fo young 

* creature J the enemies fhe had fo unde- 

iervedly met i her deftitute infancy, and 

IMrefcnt 
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preient uncomfortable fituation, were fo 
many arguments in favour of the paniality 
Mrs. Wellfrs felt for her ; that ftic pro- 
mifed not only to conGdcr her affairs, but 
give every aiEftance and advice in her pow- 
er; and, a propes, faid ihe, I am going to 
town this morning,, and mil take you to 
my daughter's, where we will^confult what 
•can be done for fo amiable a girl.. 

Anna's gratitude was not given to words* 
the tears which Mrs. Wellers affcdionately 
wiped o6r, fpoke its own language, and 
they went to- town in Mrs. Wcllcts' coach.. 

Young Mrs. Weikrs was, I have before 
faid, a plain, good woman; the large for-> 
tune {he had brought her hufband intitled 
her to every indulgence a prudent woman 
could wilh for. She was devoted to her 
children, and her pride was that of making 
them (they .were all girls) the moft ac- 
complinied women of the age. She was 
herfeif the only daughter of a very covetous 
rich" old man, to whofc penury it was ow-- 
owing that his daughter regretted perpetu- 
ally her confined education :— Not one of 
the 
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the accomplifhments Aie beheld in other 
ladies of her raok in the world had been 
taught hcFi but from the moment Ihe be- 
came a mother, fhe was refolved her chil- 
dren fliould profit by her misfortune — and 
the whole of her time was -dedicated to the 
i^atching over the education of her daugh- 
ters. 

' Unread and unexperienced, ic will qoc 
be wondered if this difpolition, amiable as 
it was, carried her into the oppofice ex- 
treme : her avarice of inftruftion for them 
was vifible in all her furniture and apart- 
ments; globes, books, frames, mufical 
inftruments, flocks, collars, and fwings, 
were not confined to one or two rooms, 
her houTe was a feminary of female learn- 
ing -, and the humble rap at the door all 
the morning, announced the arrival of the 
different inllru^tors. The dancing flep 
fomctimes preceded the difmiflion of the 
back ftringi and they knew the aw and 3/ 
of the French long before they had an idea 
of the Englilh alphabet. 

Without 
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Witbout nther ear or voice Mn. Wei- 
lers determined her daughters ihould be 
profidents in mufic : and with capadties 
wluch rendered it difficult for them to re- 
ceive an idea of the four quaners of the 
globe, they were expcfted to excell in geo- 
'graphical knowledge. Work, indeed, was 
. cut of her fyftcm: embroidery, quadrille 
bafkets> cutting of paper, and other trifles 
of a trifling age, indeed, were the only em- 
ploymentss it was neceflary ihould engage 
their attention, but not ev«i'of them did 
Ihe make any point. 

Her mother-in-law faw with the eyes of 
indulgence the ezcefs to which this paffion 
of her daughter carried her % Ihe was moft 
refpe£tfully attended to on every other fub- 
jc&, , but her remonftrances were fo ill re- 
ceived 00 this, flie prudently declined re- 
peating them i and rather fought to dreli 
in an amiable light, what to herfelf appear- 
ed a vveaknefs in her daughter. 

The accompliflimcnts and. abilities of' 
Anna ftruck in a particular manner^ as 
capable of being of more real advantage to 
her 
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hCT grand children, than the laboured in* 
ftruAioDs of the diflferent maftcrs who at- 
tended them ; at leafi they would be more 
likely to catch the manners of a gentlewo- 
man from ber (whofe native grace and-po- 
liienefs fpoke Her fit to adorn any rank) 
than the hired foreign fervants aMiut them. 
There was but one difficulty that Ihe^fore- 
faw would be a hard one to furmount; 
which was, her knowing fo little of the 
French language — it was therefore that fhe 

, did not explain her inteations in taking 
her to town. 

When they arrived in Charter-houfi 
fquare, Mrs. Wellers immediately afcended 
to the third floor, which was entirely de- 
voted to the young ladies : themafters and 
attendants, mother and daughters, were 

. all engaged. In one room the mulic mafter 
was giving his infhuflions ; in another the 
globes were difplaycd j in the third a pretty 
little girt was practicing a pas /ml; and in 
a large detached clofet, another (over- 
looked by mama) was attempting z land- 
icape. 
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fcape, atteoded by a French governels and 
two maids of the fame nation. 

Grandmama's arrival immediately made 
a little holiday"-the children hung round 
her, while their mama was likewife ex- 
preffing the plea(ure this vific gave her. 
The two ladies foon retired, leaving Anna 
much amufed and furprized ac a fighc 
fo new ; ihe fat down to the harpfichord 
with that avidity and pleaHire a lover of 
nufic, who has long been deprived of an 
inftrument, only can conceive. Her exe- 
cution and talle, 1 have before faici, was 
beyond her inftruiftions or opportunities. 
The mailer,, who was not yet gone^ paid 
her many compliments, on her performance} 
and Ihe was fo delighted with the opportu- 
nity of refuming her favourite amufement, 
that the ladies who were an hour abfent, 
when they returned found her loft in hcf 
own harmony. 

TJie intermediate time had been fpent by 
the benevolent Mrs. Wellers in introducing 
to her fon and daughter, in the moft favour- 
able 

D5-,z,i-kC00gIC 
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able and amiable light the orphan {he had , 
promifed to befriend. 

Mr. Wellers was a plain, honeft, moral 
man, whofe feelings were regulated by his 
ideas of juftice j the iptegriiy of hi* deal- 
ings were unlverfally known, but he was 
. not more regular in his books and accounts 
thanmliis Inclinations: — He behaved with 
friendlliip and aifeftion io his wife, and 
gave his whole time and attention to the 
intereft of his family i—increaling his for- 
tune for their advantage, he reckoned all the 
fondnefs 'incumbent on a father. 

What warmth there was about him was 
more particularly towards his parents— 
whofe generolity in parting with their all 
for his eftablithment, was by him called 
conEdence in his credit ; and that is a fort 
of obligation men of bufinefe never forget. 
One regular mode of life carried him thro* 
the year. At one hour you was furc to 
find him at breakfaft, at the Bank, at 
Change, and at dinner. The evening he 
gave to his wife, and Sunday to his parents. 
But it was equally oiiC of the nature of 
things 
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tbingi to work bim up into an aft of bC' 
ncToIence, or prevail on liim to be guilty 
of oneofoppreffion. His fenfibitity neither 
hurt his own peace, oraffedloi that of other 
people. His mother's, example, as far ai 
it taught him rigid probity, had its effe&t 
but the fo&Defs and humanity, the warmth 
of fricndfliip, and the entire love of virtue 
which fofcened her whole foul, fhe bad 
not the happinefs to fee aiftuate the fenti- 
jnenuofher Con. 

With an attention his refped for her 
bad enforced, he heard her commendation 
of Anna ; and when his wife, charmed at 
bis mother's account of her abilities, though 
fenfibly mortified at her deficiency in the 
language fo necelTary ^or her daughters, 
afked his approbation of her being taken 
as governels into the houfe, in his ufual 
itile he gave way to their c^pinioDs ; flighcly 
observing, the world was fo deceitful, he 
fuppofed Mrs. Wellers would inform her- 
felf of the truth of the flory Ihe had^ been 
repeating. She had, Ihe iaid, no kind of 
doubt of the Icafl tittle i but, however, as 
cbara^er 
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clurader to be fare lliould be the firft re* 
coniinendation in the fituation to which Ihe 
propofed placing her yout^ friend, Ibe wu 
fure Anna would objeft to no inquiries 
proper to be made at Lady Edwin's. 

Things being in this happy train for our 
. heroine, Mrs. Wellers returned with her to 
Layton without having faid any thing of 
her plan till they were returning in the car* 
riage from town, when ihe explained the 
nature of the fervice flie meant to do her i 
at the fame time telling her, if the children 
were happy enough to engage her affedion, 
a« well as can^ the obligation would be all 
on their fide, fince Ihe was fure her exam- 
ple and fociety would be of the moft fe- 
rious advantage to them. 

Anna was overwhelmed with gratitude— 
hat diffident of her abilities to undertake 
what to her appeared a tafk of fuch confe- 
quence, retrained the lively and animated 
exprefljons of it which filled /her gentle 
bofom, {he frankly confelTed her doubts 
of herfelf; thofe doubts were the fureft 
proofs of her capability s and the 'good-na- 
tured 
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turcd Mrs. Wellers only found the ftronger 
rcafons to congratulate herfelf on fuch .an 
aCquifition, With rcfpcft to the inquiries 
necefiary to be made in Gfofveoor fquarc, 
it was 'a matter of joy, confcious of the py- 
rity of iier conduft*, and having told her 
friend every circumftance refpefting young 
EdwiHi and the concluiions throwa on it 
by the Daltons, Ihe had nothing to fear j 
OD the contrary, it would explain a matter 
that had hitherto been fo .deep a myftery, 
and perhaps once more enable her to fee 
her dear Mifs Herbert. She might yet 
know how fate would difprfe of her bro- 
tWer — (he therefore not only confented with 
alacrity, but urged Mrs. Wellers to go the 
next day. Her dcfires *ere too agreeablt 
to that lady's own wiflr, not to be com- 
plied with. When they alighted at the 
Hill they were told of Mrs. Dalton's mef- ^^ 
fage; and Anna, fearing file might -be in- 
difpofedj begged leave to go home di- 
reftly ; which, however, flie was not per- 
mitted to do tili evening. /^pr?' 
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